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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Background
The European Commission has mandated the European Standardisation Organisation CEN to screen
and to compare the existing national and international standards related to defence procurement and
to give recommendations for preferred application in future.

CEN BT 125 has initiated a CEN Workshop (WS 10) to create a European defence procurement
standardisation handbook. As a first activity, a number of European national Ministries for Defence
have described their national procurement process and have compiled a database of widely adopted
standards used in this procurement process. As a next step eight priority areas were identified for
more detailed review by expert groups. The task of these groups was to compare the technical content
of various standards with the aim of recommending a reference for European defence procurement.

One of these priority areas was to review available environmental engineering standards including the
appropriate environmental testing standards and the environmental program management standards.
The appointed expert group (EG 8), mainly comprising of experts of the European umbrella
organisation of the societies for environmental engineering CEEES, took over responsibility at the
beginning of 2004. The group had a mix of representation from European national Ministries for
Defence as well as European Industry. Many of the experts were also active in national or international
standards committees. One reason for the strong support of Expert Group 8 was that for the first time
in the history of standardisation of environmental engineering a broad comparison survey was been
mandated.

Process
The preliminary list of documents generated by WS 10 and delivered to Expert Group 8 comprised
some 11500 documents, of this number around 600 were environmentally related standards. This
subsidiary list contained a mix of both vertical (product related) and horizontal (non product specific)
standards. With the relatively tight time scales imposed by WS10 and to allow the best use of the
available resources, it was necessary for Expert Group 8 to initiate several parallel activities.

The first priority of the Expert Groups was to identify the horizontal standards relating to environmental
testing. Most standards organisations, whether commercial or military, usually include a number of
horizontal standards which are used as building blocks for the vertical, product related, standards.
Environmental testing standards are usually located in this horizontal group. Those standards are, in
almost all cases, the primary reference source for environmental test procedures. That is the
horizontal standards contain the test procedures adopted as the model or benchmark by other
standards.

A total of six separate horizontal standards were identified as primary sources of environmental test
procedures. This number included one group (ITOPS) added as a result of request made to WS10.
Those six separate horizontal standards were;

International Commercial Standards IEC 60068 and IEC 60721
UK National Defence Standard Def Stan 00-35
French National Defence Standard GAM EG 13
US National Defence Standard Mil Std 810F
International NATO Defence Standard STANAG 4370 and its Allied Publications (AECTP’s)
Quadripartite {US/UK/F/DE} Agreement ITOP (International Test Operating Procedure)

For each of these standards individual procedures were compared and the result documented. The
comparisons were undertaken for in excess of 40 separate groups involving around 160 separate
procedures. In order to undertake consistent comparisons a number of assumptions and criteria were
identified. These assumptions and criteria were reviewed, refined and finally agreed by the Expert
Group as the work  proceeded. The outcome of this refinement was a list of ten comparison criteria
which were;

- Technical Innovation.
- Up to Date Techniques.
- Reproducibility.
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- Strength of Reference.
- Interoperability.
- Suitability for Purpose.
- Disadvantages to European Industry.
- Alignment to European Defence Procurement Strategy.
- Backward Compatibility.
- Equivalence of Standard.

Having derived a process to deal with the horizontal environmental standards the Expert Group
needed to review and classify the vertical, product related, standards. The primary concern of the
review of the vertical standards was to identify procedures which may have been missed as horizontal
standards and others which potentially contained primary source test procedures.  Essentially no
additional standard was identified which could be classed as a horizontal standard or which contained
primary source procedures.

Summary of Review
Based upon the 40 or so separate outcomes of the comparison exercise, an set of overall conclusions
with regard each of the six horizontal procedures was generated. A summary of those is set out below.

International Commercial Standards IEC 60068. This group of procedures are consistently
formatted with a very clear distinction between guidance information and mandatory requirements.
The test procedures are mostly firmly written and should ensure repeatable results regardless of the
tester, test facility or test equipment utilised. For this reason the test procedures are idea for setting as
contractual requirements and for COTS equipment. The main disadvantages of these test procedures
is that they are old, lack technical innovation and often do not utilise up to date & cost effective
facilities, techniques or methodologies. Although IEC adopt a maintenance procedure these are slow
and do not always bring a test procedure up to the same level of technical innovation as the defence
standards. In addition, the standard lacks a basic and credible environmental management strategy as
well as incorporating antiquated severities in both EN / IEC 60068 and 60721.Overall the document
would require significant and sweeping changes to allow its use for modern defence equipment.

UK and French National Defence Standards Def Stan 00-35 and GAM EG 13.  Both of these test
standards adopt a clear distinction between guidance information and mandatory requirements. They
are firmly written but also supply additional test guidance information on test conduct and severity
derivation. The tests are written to facilitate consistency of testing and can be called in contractual
requirements with confidence. The tests commonly used for COTS equipment are included in a
manner such that they are consistent with other “vertical” standards. In particular Def Stan 00-35 &
GAM-EG-13 have made some effort to achieve commonality with EN / IEC 60068. However, they also
incorporate additional, defence specific, procedures and include a number technically innovative
enhancements to existing tests. Both standards are supported by viable environmental management
strategies that is consistent with defence procurement approaches used in the two countries. The
standards include credible and up to date test severities which are specific for defence usage. Both
standards are compatible with the use of tailored severities and give significant advice on natural,
induced and abnormal environmental severities. From a Defence viewpoint both Def Stan 00-35 &
GAM-EG-13 comprise a good practical compromise between consistency with commercial standards
and technical innovation for use in testing sophisticated defence systems. The restriction on the
European wide use of Def Stan 00-35 & GAM-EG-13 is that they have never been targeted outside
the two originating countries. Both standards were considered and extensively utilised in the
generation of STANAG 4370.
US National Defence Standard Mil Std 810F. The main historical advantage of Mil Std is that it has
frequently been at the fore front of introducing technically innovative approaches and methodologies.
The procedures within Mil Std 810 have never been particularly consistent with other group of
standards often adopting different tolerances, procedure & approach to those of other standards. Also
the procedures in the Mil Std do not always adopted a consistent or firm style with no clear distinction
between guidance information and mandatory requirements. From a Defence viewpoint the US Mil Std
810 comprises excellent guidance material particularly relating to severities. However, its test
procedures are insufficiently well defined to confidently use them in contractual requirements.  The test
procedures are inconsistent with other standards to an extent that the adoption of the Mil Std for
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European defence applications could give the US defence suppliers an undue advantage over
European suppliers.
Quadripartite {US/UK/F/DE} Agreement ITOP (International Test Operating Procedure).  The ITOP’s
reviewed proved to be  product related and consequently the ITOPS should really be classed as
“vertical” standards. Only a few ITOPS relate to environmental testing and then they only encompass
an inconsistent and narrow range of topics. Many of the ITOPS were heavily biased towards US
procedures and in those cases seemed to take little account of European or International
considerations. The environmental ITOPS appear to have no general applicability and the niche role
they are purported to fulfil is questionable. The large amount of US content in the ITOPS is a concern
as it could be argued that ITOPS are a means of foisting US approaches on European countries. This
of course could consequently give US suppliers an unfair advantage over European suppliers.
Generally the ITOPS were neither state of the art, technically innovative nor did they appear to be
particularly cost effective. The procedures are reasonably well written but do not appear to have any
underlying strategy or relationship to any procurement approach.

International NATO Defence Standard STANAG 4370 and its Allied Publications (AECTP’s). This
procedure contains a significant amount of identifiable content from the UK Def Stan 00-35, the French
GAM EG 13 and the US Mil Std 810. As such it identifiably takes cognisance of a range of national
European standards. The comparison work has shown that the various individual procedures of
STANAG 4370 are either the best procedure for that type of test, are equally as good as those in other
standards or have the potential to become the preferred procedure. Overall version 3 of the STANAG
encompasses the most technically advanced and innovative components of the three national defence
standards that it is based upon.  STANAG 4370 is biased towards supplying advice to establish test
severities. In this regard the majority of the test severity advice is the latest available. However, for
European uses this needs some caution as some of the advice is biased towards US platforms.
STANAG 4370 is supported by an environmental management strategy which is consistent with
defence procurement approaches used in most European countries, but only in an overarching
manner. This has only been achieved with significant compromise and loss of detail. The main
deficiency with the STANAG relates to strength of reference as the test procedures do not always
have sufficient strength and clarity to allow them to be used in contractual requirements. Several
contributory factors appear to be the root case of the poor strength of reference. The lack of industrial
participation in generating the standards, the narrow distribution used in reviewing the documents are
clearly factors as well the absence of the type of control and secretariat support that acknowledged
professional standards bodies find essential.

Recommendations
The environmental management process is a critical feature of both the procurement and development
strategies used for defence equipment. The process needs to align with the European Defence
procurement strategy and practised equipment design and development methodologies. Currently
neither the Mil Std process or the STANAG 4370 AECTP 100 process align with the procurement
strategies adopted by many European countries or that proposed for European Defence procurement.
The adoption of the US based standard for European procurement would, it could be argued, put the
European defence industry at a disadvantage. A similar argument could be made for the NATO
standard which also has not withstood the test of sustained usage. The UK and French standards
have some shortfalls, but together they are far better than the STANAG 4370 AECTP 100 process.
Amalgamation of the French and UK environmental management processes is entirely viable as they
cover similar ground but are aimed at different people. Amalgamation of the two processes would also
allow integration with the proposed European Defence procurement process.

Almost identical arguments apply to the process used to develop test severities from in-service
conditions. Whilst, the STANAG and Mil Std standards acknowledge European based approaches
they have not been used to establish many of the fallback severities contained within STANAG 4370.
Updating these severities will take time but such an approach is essential if they are to fully
encompass European platforms (vehicles, aircraft, ships etc), logistics and in-service conditions. The
recommendation made above, of amalgamating the French and UK environmental management
processes, would resolve this issue also.

The fallback test severities currently contained in STANAG 4370 are an amalgamation of the fallback
severities commonly used in US, UK, France and Germany. As a starting point for European defence
procurement these fallback severities are recommended. However, to ensure a viable procurement
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strategy the ongoing derivation of severities tailored to the required range of European platforms,
logistics and in-service conditions is essential.

The Expert Group review of the available test procedures resulted in an overall recommendation is
that the STANAG 4370 procedures are consistently better, technically innovative and demonstrably
incorporate European approaches and methods. The adoption of the STANAG 4370 procedures
would not appear to put European Defence industry at any particular disadvantage. This
notwithstanding changes are urgently required to the way the STANAG is managed and controlled.
This is necessary to bring the STANAG procedures up to the same quality of firmness and strength of
text as other vertical standards. This will almost certainly mean the current management, CNAD,
sharing control with a professional standards organisation.

The Expert Group has also considered a sizeable number of vertical (product) standards which in part
incorporate environmental test procedures. The recommendation of this Expert Group, along with that
of almost all standards organisations, is for the vertical standards to use test procedures available in
the horizontal standards. Very few vertical standards were identified were this would not be viable,
preferable and cost effective. The only area actively identified were this approach was not viable
related to space equipment which normally includes  a handful of tests not encompassed by the
horizontal environmental test standards.
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1. BACKGROUND AND UNDERLYING POLICY
In the course of the political efforts to increasingly see European defence as a joint task and to intensify the
co-operation between the armed forces of the individual member states, the European Commission has
launched several initiatives. Thereby different obstacles have been identified that up to now have lead to
road blocks in common European defence, especially the selection and procurement of equipment. Within
the existing framework of well-established but diverse national supply processes it was hardly possible  to
speak of an open European armament market.

CEN BT/WG 125 elaborated a work program in 2001 that among other things planned to issue at the end of
2005 an internet based European handbook for standardisation at the procurement in the defence
equipment. In 2002 WS 10 began its work which was supported and arranged from the beginning by the
Western European Armed forces Group (WEAG), thus the ministries of defence of France, Great Britain,
Sweden and Germany.

In order to achieve the target of harmonisation of the supply process, commonality of the standards and
specifications as necessary. Three years ago the European Commission placed a mandate for working with
the European Standardisation Organisation CEN to compile and to compare the existing militarily relevant
standards and to make suggestions for a harmonisation. Thereby a hierarchy of the standards could be
established. The initial mandate indicated International civil standards should have precedence over
international military specifications. Also that national civil or military standards should only to be used if the
international documents are not sufficient in a specific case.

The representatives of the national ministries of defence, as first step of the procedure, collected the
standards applied in their sectors and compiled them in a common data base. The next phase of this
ambitious task has been distributed onto a number of different expert groups

The initial eight priority fields of action were selected in 2004; one of them was the environmental
engineering and testing of defence products.

As a starting point the CEN WS 10 EG 8 group has assumed that no underlying fundamental difference
exists between the defence and the civil environmental engineering. Specifically that the supporting
methodology of environmental engineering is independent of specific applications and in-service conditions.
Also that the assessment steps required to verify the suitability of equipment are comparable. In short the
Expert Group presumed no intrinsic reason existed for discounting the use of civil standards. The intensity of
the environmental conditions and thereby to the testing severities, was not a sufficient reason for not
considering civil standards.

According to the European defence policy, the following targets of standardisation have been pointed out:
Compatibility:  Products, processes and services have to be appropriate for the common application
under special conditions and have to fulfil the relevant requirements without causing unacceptable
reciprocities.
Replaceability: The ability of a product, process or service to be used as substitute and to fulfil the
same requirements.
Commonness: The application of the same principles, the same procedure or the same equipment.

The aims of standardisation of defence-related equipment and behaviours are:
Improvement of the interoperability by standardised interfaces
Reduction of the variety of supply articles by use of standardised components
Common supply logistics
Avoidance of parallel efforts for research, development and testing of defence material

The defence sector is increasingly interested to use commercially available products or components.
Therefore an essential element of the composition of the future standardisation work is to use the results of
the civil standardisation and thereby to widely pass on special military standardisation activities.
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2. STANDARDS IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING PROCESS

2.1 Historical Background

Many environmental engineering test procedures started as test equipment specific processes , however, by
the 1960's common methods were beginning to be written into national and international standards. Not only
are some of those early test procedures still in use today but the layout, approach and limitations of those
early specifications are still apparent today. At that time most Environmental Engineering standards were
little more than a cook book of test procedures with embedded severities. Relatively little choice of procedure
was available as this was frequently dictated by available equipment. Moreover, severities were, by
necessity, generally simplistic and frequently had only minimal relationship with actual conditions.
Environmental testing was expensive and facilities existed at only a few locations.

In the defence sector the main standard was the US Mil-Std 810 which was adopted in various countries
partly without any change. In the UK the main defence standard was Def Std 07-55 (now replaced by Def
Stan 00-35) and in France GAM EG 13. In Germany there were some environmental engineering standards
in the sector of the defense equipment standards (VG) and of the technical supply conditions (TL) but no
coherent standardization works comparable to Mil-Std, Def-Stan or GAM. At the same time, in the civil
sector,  the first of the family of procedures that are now IEC 60068 (but then known by different numbers in
different countries) was making an appearance.

By the mid 1970's test facilities were rapidly improving, new test control, monitoring and instrumentation
were also becoming available. As a consequence many of the older test procedures were been significantly
upgraded. Also the ready ability to make field measurements was starting to indicate deficiencies in the
generic and crude test severities of the 1960’s. In some military areas the need for a revision of the test
severities had become critical as the existing tests were significantly affecting product design, mass, cost or
performance. The main area of concern was with so called induced environments (as opposed to the natural
environment). Induced environments are those created by the system itself often in-conjunction with its
operational conditions. In some cases in-service failures were not been reproduced in test or testing was
causing failures not found in-service. A number of empirical methodologies to determine improved severities
originate from this time as does work to better understand the mechanism causing induced environmental
conditions. severities.

A major issue with the purchasing authority defining fixed cook book severities is that they effectively take all
the risk and consequences of inappropriate values. However, they rarely have sufficient information to judge
the extent of the risk they were taking. Whilst, some environmental standards included processes to partly
alleviate this problem, the real debate, on risk arising from the lack of severities and the need to improve
severities, were only widely addressed  with the issue of US Mil Std 810 issue D. This turned around
previous approaches and put the onus on the equipment supplier to establish an environmental strategy as
well as the environmental conditions. This allowed suppliers to adopt representative severities. A process
which became known as “tailoring”. In fact this is not a particularly good description as it has little real
meaning and tends to be use by different people to mean different parts of the process.

The Mil Std 810D process was supposed to be managed by a series of specified formal documents. These
documents were intended to allow the equipment supplier to agree and demonstrate the approach they were
adopting. It should be remembered up to that point contract were a set of firmly written requirements allowing
the supplier little scope for deviation. The process of Mil Std 810 D was allowing suppliers greater
responsibility, scope and flexibility. However, the Mil Std 810 D documents rarely interfaced with the
procurement process used by European countries. Indeed experience would suggest they were never widely
used by US companies either.

The above notwithstanding the Mil Std 810 D process was fairly widely adopted by the European Defence
industry as it had clear advantage when environmental conditions were design drivers. The process also
extended to many areas of commercial work. The adoption of the process increased the need for in-service
measurements and an explosion of measurement exercises occurred allowing further improvements to the
severities embedded into standards. However, the quality of these measurements were not always that good
nor were they always matched by an understanding of the mechanisms involved in generating the
conditions. In short the methodology for deriving test severities from in-service measurements was not
defined and , as a consequence, derived test severities varied enormously.

By the mid 1980’s significantly improved, service based, environmental severities were available and many
of the national Defence Standards were starting to incorporate these improvements. Some, notably the
French Defence Standard were also starting to incorporate methodologies for deriving test severities from In-
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service data. However, the different approaches adopted for severity derivation in the various national
standards meant that in this respect they were diverging and the need for an international approach for
convergence became pressing. The only real international commercial standard was the procedures &
severities of EN/IEC  60068 & 60721. However, the severities of these documents were not self consistent
nor did they appeared to benefit from any credible measurement exercises. As a consequence even for
areas were commercial / military environments overlapped these documents were not considered a credible
base for international agreement.

The solution adopted by the NATO STANAG organisation was to initiate a environmental test standard
based upon available national standards. The majority of the work on this standard occurred in the early
1990’s and in effect encompassed aspects of Mil Std 810, the French GAM standard and the UK Def Stan.

In parallel with the generation of the first NATO Horizontal  Environmental testing standard, during the 1990’s
the three main national standards were also been revised. In the case of the French GAM standard,
significant additional information and advice was included on the derivation of test severities from
measurement and for user defined in-service equipment life cycles. The UK standard additionally included
information on induced mechanical and climatic environments as well setting out an environmental
management process compatible with the design process and consistent with the UK procurement process.
The US Mil Std had been updated in the late 1980’s and again in the late 1990’s these revisions included
updated test severities as well as a revised environmental management process. In this period no similar
changes either to severities or the management process were made to EN/IEC  60068 or 60721. Indeed it
was not till the late 1990’s that, long overdue, work to update the environmental and test severities of the two
documents has occurred. Even then that update was restricted to a severity reconciliation between the two
documents rather than a fundament review of severities.

2.2 Commercial and Defence Standards

The IEC / EN 60068 series of test procedures is frequently first choice for civil products that contain
electrotechnical or electronic components (and this is the majority of all technical products). Various goods of
this type are also embedded in defense products. Therefore the IEC 60068 series of procedures can be
regarded as basic standard for dual use products.

Any civil product test procedures are unlikely to fulfill in all requirements set by military environmental
requirements. Specific environmental conditions occur are for example due to vibrations and shocks which
arise when operating guns. Therefore any civil test procedures will at best need to be supplemented by tests
which unique original military requirements.

As a starting point to allow comparisons to be undertake Expert Group 8 has assumed that generally there is
no fundamental difference between the defence and the civil environmental engineering. Especially with
regard the implementation of test tailoring strategies. That is the methodology of environmental engineering
is independent of specific environmental conditions and the assessment steps are also comparable. The
differences mainly refer to the intensity of the environmental conditions and thereby to the testing severities.
As such, whilst, test severities for defence equipment may differ from those required for civil equipment, the
test procedure used should not intrinsically be different.

2.3 Test Tailoring

The term “tailoring” is often used to mean the process by which test methods and particularly their severities
are adapted to improve the simulation of specific environmental conditions. “Tailoring” in this limited sense is
an accepted environmental engineering process. Its development was stimulated by the realisation that
conservative test methods and excessive test severities can result in increased materiel development costs
with no compensating increase in materiel performance or reliability.

The tailoring process has broader application to materiel development programmes. Therefore, for the
purpose of this report “tailoring” is also considered to encompass the optimisation or refinement of the
environmental engineering task, to meet the specific needs of a particular materiel development programme.

It should be noted that although the application of tailoring to environmental testing programmes can provide
significant benefits with regard to materiel development costs, it can also restrict the user’s operational
flexibility to those Service environmental conditions originally specified.

2.3.1 The Use Of Tailored Test Methods And Severities

Tailored environmental test methods and severities are adopted to permit a more accurate simulation of the
anticipated Service environments and allow the performance and integrity of the test specimen to be
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examined whilst being stressed only to representative Service environments. Such tailoring reduces the
probability that the test specimen will incur unrepresentative failures.

Although the use of tailored test methods is technically preferred, alternatives, known typically as minimum
integrity test methods, are often acceptable. These alternative test methods are generally relatively
unsophisticated tests that can be adopted when a precise simulation is not necessary to establish suitability
for Service use and when a degree of over testing can be tolerated. Usually generalised (sometimes termed
fallback) test severities are used in combination with minimum integrity test methods.

To encompass all levels of materiel sophistication, test methods of both types, i.e. tailored and minimum
integrity, are needed. Both tailored and minimum integrity environmental test methods, covering all
significant and relevant environments to which materiel may be expected to be subjected, are contained in
many of the standards compared by Expert Group 8.

The increasing complexity and availability of advanced laboratory test equipment provides the test specifier
with a choice of tailored and minimum integrity test methods for accommodating a particular environment.
Tailored test methods are generally no more expensive to conduct than minimum integrity test methods.
However, they usually require more sophisticated test equipment which may limit the choice of available test
facilities. It is also often more difficult to reproduce the test results should a repeat test be required at a later
date. Repeatability is an important consideration should the test be undertaken for Environmental Stress
Screening or In-Service Surveillance purposes.

The adoption of tailored test methods and severities is usually essential for materiel whose performance,
cost, reliability, mass or configuration could be adversely affected by tests which significantly exceed the
stresses produced by the related Service environments. The degree or extent to which tailoring is to be
applied should be agreed with the materiel designer, who is usually the best placed to quantify the
consequences of overtesting.

When conducting tailored test methods in the earlier phases of a materiel development programme,
adequate information may not be available to allow the use of project specific severities. Therefore the
suitability of a design may need to be evaluated using generalised or fallback test severities from national or
international standards, or from applicable data derived from similar earlier programmes. These generalised
test severities should be replaced for Qualification or Type Approval tests by tailored severities from project
specific data acquisition programmes.

The adoption of generalised test severities throughout the development programme is acceptable and
possibly advantageous where the deployment, location or usage of materiel is difficult to quantify. It is also
relevant when the intended usage or role may be expected to change during its Service life. Consequently,
for such materiel, the adoption of severities from national or international standards should be considered in
comparison with available measured data from appropriate Service environments.

The adoption of generalised test severities can provide a useful means by which a procurement authority
ensures the removal of design weaknesses in components and subassemblies before they are incorporated
into more sophisticated systems. However, the application of generalised test severities to remove design
weaknesses should be tempered with consideration of the potential overdesign penalties in terms of
performance limitations, programme costs and delays that could be incurred through their use.

2.3.2 Tailoring The Environmental Test Requirements

The aim of this aspect of tailoring is to generate an Environmental Test and Assessment Specification that
provides sufficient evidence for materiel certification together with a cost effective series of tests and
assessments. To this end the tailoring process involves making decisions on which environmental tests can
be merged together or even eliminated. It also includes making decisions on the balance to be achieved
between testing and assessment for demonstrating compliance.

A reason for merging environmental tests is that collectively they exercise the same potential failure modes
of the materiel when it is in the same operational state. A reason for eliminating tests is that the materiel
exhibits no failure modes associated with that environmental condition.

Tailoring the environmental test and assessment requirements involves knowledge of the likely failure modes
of the materiel associated with its exposure to specific environmental conditions. In general, tests should
concentrate on the environments to which the materiel is sensitive rather than those to which it is likely to be
robust. This advice would not apply to safety tests which are undertaken to demonstrate that a munition is
not sensitive to an environment condition. In some instances environmental design aid tests may be needed
to generate evidence for the elimination of some conditions and the combination of others.
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2.3.3 Tailoring The Test And Compliance Programme

Tailoring the Test and Compliance Programme develops further the tailoring process to address sequential
testing and combined environments testing.

The purpose of sequential testing is to replicate the cumulative ageing and degradation that the materiel
would experience as a result of exposure to the environmental stresses arising from its planned Service life.
In particular the environmental stresses induced by sequential testing should be representative of the
conditions set out in the Manufacture to Target or Disposal Sequence (MTDS).

Sequential testing should not induce in the materiel any excessive environmental stresses that could cause
unrepresentative failures, but should include environmental stresses that exercise long term damage
mechanisms. There is always some risk that sequential testing will result in overtesting as a consequence of
the cumulative effects of the marginal overtesting that arises from each test within the sequence.

Sequential testing is usually adopted for ordnance and one shot devices, even though it is only at the end of
the test sequence that satisfactory operation can be demonstrated. For these applications sequential testing
can be relatively costly and time consuming, because the test sequence may take many weeks to complete.
Also, because a failure during the test sequence usually means starting all over again, it imposes a
significant risk on completing the materiel development programme on schedule. To minimise this risk, an
approach known as “cascade” testing is often adopted, where a relatively large number of test specimens
are subjected to the test sequence, and where after each appropriate test stage a number of items are
withdrawn for functional testing.

During Service use the materiel will be subjected to several environmental conditions simultaneously, but few
environmental tests replicate simultaneously more than one environment. Combined environment testing is
necessary when the damaging effects of two or more environments applied simultaneously are envisaged to
have greater damaging effects than when the environments are applied separately. The deterrent to
undertaking combined environments testing is, almost always, cost. For effective decisions to be made
regarding the inclusion of combined environments testing into the Test and Assessment Programme, the
Environmental Requirement document should identify when environmental conditions occur simultaneously
or when they are expected to do so at a credible level of statistical probability. Based on this information the
sensitivity of the materiel to combined environments can be evaluated and suitable tests incorporated into
the programme.

2.4 The Environmental Control And Management Process

The objectives of the environmental control and management process are those that can be adopted for any
task control and management process, and may be listed as follows:

(a) to ensure that concise and unambiguous requirements are defined

(b) to ensure that a strategy is in place for undertaking the task

(c) to ensure that the task is adequately controlled and managed

(d) to ensure that a mechanism exists for demonstrating compliance with the requirements.

These objectives are translated and developed to form the basic elements of the process. The elements are
described as follows:

(a) establish the environmental requirements for the materiel

(b) formulate a strategy for demonstrating the adequacy of the materiel against the environmental
requirements

(c) define the environmental tasks and the programme necessary to allow the strategy to be
implemented

(d) undertake the defined environmental tasks to the authorised work programme

(e) demonstrate, through assessment of the reported information generated by the environmental
tasks, that the materiel meets the environmental requirements.

The environmental control and management process is normally supported by a series of documents. The
environmental control and management process and its documentation should interface directly with the
overall design certification process. In particular, the inputs to the environmental control and management
process are derived directly from requirements emanating from the design certification process. Moreover,
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the outputs from the environmental control and management process integrate directly into the design
certification process evaluating the suitability of the materiel for Service use.

2.4.1 The Process And Its Supporting Documentation

The basic elements of the environmental control and management process and its supporting documentation
are indicated in the following paragraphs. Usually the process and its supporting documentation are closely
related, such that the steps of the process can be explained by summarising the aims of the key documents.

The process of defining the environmental requirements for the materiel involves the generation of an
Environmental Requirement document, which establishes the environmental baseline against which the
materiel will be designed and ultimately approved for Service use. The environmental requirements are a set
of environmental characteristics representing each phase of the materiel’s life as defined in its Manufacture
to Target or Disposal Sequence (MTDS).

The strategy demonstrating the adequacy of the materiel against the environmental requirements is set out
in the strategy plan. This plan uses the Environmental Requirement as the primary input to set out how
compliance for each major environmental requirement is to be achieved. Strategy plan provides up-front
visibility of the total qualification task. The major features of the plan include the series of rationales to be
adopted and descriptions of the major tasks to be undertaken to achieve cost effective compliance with the
requirements.

The definition of the environmental tasks and programmes that implement the environmental management
strategy results in two documents, typically known as, the Environmental Test and Compliance Programme
and the Environmental Test and Assessment Specification. The former defines the sequence and timing of
the environmental tasks to ensure that a Compliance Statement is available on time for each condition
specified in the Environmental Requirement, whilst the latter defines the environmental tests and
assessments that will provide the evidence for the Compliance Statements.

To ensure effective control and management of the individual environmental engineering tasks the key
documentation addressed above generally needs to be augmented. The disposition of the subsidiary
documentation within the process will vary from agency to agency. Typically the subsidiary documentation
includes Environmental Test Instructions that expand and supplement for a specific test the broad
requirements of the Environmental Test and Assessment Specification. The outputs from a specific test are
set out in Test Reports and Test Assessments that report respectively, compliance with the requirements of
the Environmental Test Instruction, and the Environmental Test and Assessment Specification.

A feature of the process should be that each requirement or specification document has a matching reporting
document demonstrating compliance. For example, the Test Report responds to the Test instruction, the
Test Assessment responds to the Test Specification and the Compliance Statement responds to the
Environmental Requirement.

Assessing compliance against an Environmental Requirement may take one of several forms, but in practice
it is likely to take one of the four options. The four options are test only, test plus supporting analytical
assessment, analytical assessment plus supporting test or analytical assessment only. A close simulation,
often referred to as a tailored test, usually minimises the risk that the materiel will not function in the
operational environment. Nevertheless, there may be many reasons, such as cost effectiveness, programme
expedience, earlier precedents or engineering judgement, that warrant the selection of an alternative
technically acceptable option. The outcome of this assessment process is a Compliance Statement.

The process requires that the environmental conditions that could significantly influence the design of the
materiel are verified during the course of the development programme. This requirement is achieved with the
aid of an Environmental Verification Plan which contains a strategy and programme for confirming design
related environmental characteristics and severities.

The extent to which each document will exist as a separate document is largely a function of the scale and
complexity of a specific project. For projects where there are few perceived technical and programme risks,
certain documents may be sensibly merged together provided that the basic elements of the process, are
fully embodied in any reduced set of documents.

2.5 Process Documentation

This following sets out the purpose and content of the project specific documents that support the control
and management process for environmental engineering tasks
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2.5.1 Environmental Requirement

The purpose of this document is to identify and define the characteristics, severities and occurrence rates of
all relevant natural and induced environments and their combinations to which the materiel may be subject
during its Service life. Environmental requirements are derived from the life cycle. The life cycle will usually
include transportation, storage, installation, deployment, maintenance, operation and decommissioning of
the materiel. The Environmental Requirement document forms the environmental baseline against which the
materiel is qualified. The document may form part of the contractual requirement for the materiel
development programme and, in such cases, it is particularly important that this document is both technically
sound and complete.

The precise definition of certain environments may not be available early in the materiel development
particularly for environments that are induced by the materiel itself. Consequently, initial estimates of these
environments may need to be revised as the design develops and when more detailed information becomes
available from the environmental verification programme.

2.5.2  Environmental Test And Assessment Specification

The purpose of the Environmental Test and Assessment Specification is to provide, in summary form and in
one document, the set of tests and assessments on which the certification of the materiel will be based. The
content of the document comprises a summary description of each test and assessment needed to provide
evidence for the certification process. The document expands the rationales contained in the Environmental
Management Plan into specific task requirements. The test and assessment severities are derived from
information contained in the Environmental Requirement document. The Environmental Test and
Assessment Specification should also include summary descriptions for related tests, such as those for
reliability and safety.

The summary description for each test will include the test method to be adopted, the severities to be applied
and any other special requirements considered necessary, e.g.: the functional state of the materiel during the
test. Some of the tests may involve the application of combined environments.

2.5.3 Environmental Test Instruction

The purpose of the Environmental Test Instruction document is to set out the precise and detailed
instructions necessary for laboratory staff to conduct a particular environmental test. Where relevant the
Environmental Test Instruction should reference its associated Functional Performance Test Specification.

2.5.4 Environmental Test Reports

The purpose of the Environmental Test Report is to record observations, data and results of an
environmental test conducted in accordance with the Environmental Test Instruction. In particular, the
content of the Environmental Test Report must respond to each requirement detailed in the Environmental
Test Instruction. In addition, any deviations from the Environmental Test Instruction observed during the test
must be reported.

The Environmental Test Report is the formal output from the test laboratory. It is not, unless combined with
the Environmental Test Assessment document, expected to comment on the success or otherwise of the
test, or on any implications arising.

2.5.5 Environmental Test Assessment

The purpose of the Environmental Test Assessment document is to report objectively an evaluation of the
test observations, data and results provided by the test laboratory and recorded in the Environmental Test
Report. These observations, data and results are evaluated mainly in terms of the materiel’s ability to survive
without degradation the test conditions specified in the Environmental Test and Assessment Specification. A
separate assessment is normally required for each test listed in the Environmental Test and Assessment
Specification document.

The Environmental Test Assessment document is expected to state the adequacy of the materiel to
withstand or function in the test conditions specified in the Environmental Test and Assessment
Specification. Should any materiel inadequacies be apparent, then the assessment should include
recommendations for their removal. These recommendations could take the form of further evaluations,
analyses, laboratory tests, or data acquisition trials.
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3. LIMITATIONS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS

3.1 Limitation of the Study

This study has its focus on environmental testing and engineering, i.e. the evaluation of a product or a
military hardware under various environmental influences. Many specifications of products include
environmental requirements affecting quality, reliability and service life. There is a huge amount of these
standards out on the market. Very often these standards are related to a branch or a group of equipment
such as electronics, telecommunication equipment, vehicles, weapons, missiles, ammunitions, aerospace,
and personal equipment for the soldier. These specifications and standards are often referred to as ‘vertical
standards’ compared to those standards which describe the test procedures independent of the tested
products. These standards are often referred to as ‘horizontal standards’ because they can be applied for
various groups of products.

The limitation of this investigation is delineated by military needs. Many similar standards have been
developed in the past for civilian products and quite a large number of standards are exist for specific
purposes and equipment.

This report clearly focuses on universal standards in the area of military hardware and important civilian
standards dealing with environmental testing. Many so called ‘dual-use-products’ or ‘commercially-of-the-
shelf-products’ (COTS) are to be tested according to these basic test procedures. Due to a limited time
schedule and resources not all existing test standards have been evaluated. There are a lot of specific
environmental testing standards available, e.g. related to automotive application, aerospace application,
optical instruments, telecommunication equipment which could not been addressed in detail.

The experience and knowledge of the experts involved in the field of environmental engineering has ensured
that the most important standards have been included in this study. The history of environmental engineering
tells us that most testing standards have the same roots. Quite often the newly established standards in a
specific branch can be traced back to the basic environmental testing procedures of the area of defence
application.

Certain aspects of environmental testing are closely related to and overlap areas of safety and reliability
testing. Indeed many test procedures used for these purposes are either based upon or similar to
environmental test procedures. The environmental testing to space vehicles and spacecraft equipment was
identified as including some unique requirements. To explain these relationships the following paragraphs
refer to some specific considerations.

3.2 Reliability Standards In Defence Procurement

The following paragraphs addresses the relationships between the reliability assessment process and the
environmental engineering process. For defence equipment the reliability of equipment will almost always
need to be assessed but it may also be necessary to incorporate testing activities aimed at demonstrating
the ability of the materiel to meet specific reliability targets.

The reliability assessment process should generally be able to utilise information from both the
environmental test and the design certification processes. However, the testing undertaken for those
purposes may not satisfy all the needs for reliability assessment. The primary intent of environmental testing
is usually to demonstrate that the equipment will function at the extremes of the specified operational
conditions throughout Service life. To this end qualification tests generally aim to replicate time dependant
effects of ageing and degradation. While, the environmental conditions causing ageing and degradation are
commonly incorporated into qualification test programmes, the environmental conditions are applied at
severity levels which can significantly accelerate the rate of degradation. Accelerating the rate of degradation
circumvents the main aim of reliability assessment which is to quantify the failure rate (or its inverse, such as
time between failures).

Many of the problems associated with defining tests from which failure rate can be quantified are similar to
those associated with replicating ageing and degradation for Life Assessment purposes. In particular the
setting of test requirements, able to replicate degradation credibly, inherently dictates the inclusion of
assumptions and knowledge of likely failure modes. The value of the resultant estimates of failure rate may
be significantly influenced by errors and limitations in those assumptions.

The reliability requirement (including statistical confidence level) will largely influence the approach used for
reliability assessment. However, reliability assessment is influenced by the type and cost of the equipment,
along with the character of its operational usage
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Reliability testing generally commonly adopts two categories of environmental testing, namely Reliability
Growth testing to develop improved equipment reliability and Reliability Demonstration testing to ensure that
the reliability requirements have been achieved. The purpose of the two categories is stated below:

(a) Reliability Growth: The purpose of Reliability Growth testing, also known as Reliability
Development testing, is to improve equipment reliability. In particular it is intended to identify
equipment sensitive to environmental conditions. It is important that any failures induced during
Reliability Growth testing are realistic and typical of those that are liable to occur during Service use.
Consequently, Reliability Growth testing should adopt test severities that are only marginally higher
than the mean levels for a specific environmental condition.

(b) Reliability Demonstration: The purpose of Reliability Demonstration testing, also known as
Reliability Acceptance testing, is to demonstrate that during Service usage equipment reliability will
be compliant with the specified requirements. When this type of testing is conducted on production
standard hardware it is often termed Production Reliability Acceptance testing. Reliability
Demonstration testing normally adopts severities slightly lower than those selected for Reliability
Growth testing. Ideally the severities should be nominal unfactored values for a specific
environmental condition, which will ensure that any induced failures are representative of those from
Service conditions.

Reliability standards ensure that the deliverable equipment is well designed,  free of manufacturing process
defects and are demonstrably meeting the contracted reliability levels. The techniques for demonstrating and
improving the reliability of complex, high-value electro-mechanical products, such as modern weapon
systems, typically involve the prolonged application of vibration and temperature stresses, either separately
or in combination to represent the effect of many product lifetimes.

The following table sets out reliability standards which have been identified as overlapping  with the
environmental engineering process. No recommendation is made between these standards as to do so is
outside the terms of reference of Expert Group 8. However, Expert Group 8  would observe that to meet the
underlying reliability requirements the reliability standards need to encompass the use of severities based
upon service conditions. In that regard the reliability standards need to utilise the same tailoring process as
adopted for environmental qualification testing.

Title Objective(s) Benefit(s) Disadvantage(s)
NATO STANAG

4174
Allied Reliability

and
Maintainability

Achieving contracted
reliability and
maintainability

Contract Risk reduction
Cost-effective product

Initial investment
for testing and
proving effort

UK Defence
Standard 00-40
00-41 , 00-43

and 00-44

Reliability and
Maintainability

Achieving contracted
reliability and

maintainability in design
and development

Contract Risk reduction
Cost-effective product

Initial investment
for testing and
proving effort

US MIL HDBK
781

MIL HDBK 785

Reliability and
Maintainability

Achieving required
reliability and

maintainability in design
and development

Contract Risk reduction
Cost-effective product

Initial investment
for testing and
proving effort

US MIL-HDBK-
344A

Environmental
Stress Screening

Improving production
reliability

Defect-free product Extra supplier
cost

IEC
56/951/CD

61163-3 Ed 1:

Reliability Stress
screening

Improving production
reliability

Includes
non-military application

Extra supplier
cost

IEST
Recommended

Practice PR001.1

Management &
Technical

Guidelines for
ESS Process

Improving production
reliability

Includes
non-military application

Extra supplier
cost

IEC 60 605 Equipment
reliability testing

3.3 Abnormal Environments and Safety Tests

Standards containing procedures for environmental test of commercial and defence equipment are usually
against environments that that can be expected in normal service use. However, test programmes may also
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contain tests intended to replicate abnormal environments. In defence procurement reference to abnormal
environments is usually used to encompass extreme normal environments, environments occurring as a
result of hostile conditions and accidental events. Whilst, equipment is usually expected to be safe and
serviceable following the application of tests replicating normal environments, it may only be required to
remain safe following the application of testing against abnormal environments. In some cases the only
difference between normal and abnormal testing is the severity and the criteria used to determine whether
the item has “passed or failed”. In many cases the actual test procedure are identical or at least very similar
to those used for replicating normal environments.

The acceptance criteria of safe and serviceable against normal environments and remain safe against
abnormal are not necessarily the only two criteria in current use. Safe for immediate disposal is used in
extreme cases and safe for use if no visible damage may be used in limited extreme normal cases.
Moreover, for dangerous items and particularly energetic materials a whole range of different levels of
reaction to the test may be used as the criteria. In such cases the acceptable level will depend upon usage
requirements and policy as well as the degree of procedural protection that can be offered.

Whilst, in some cases the actual test procedure used for testing against abnormal environments are identical
or very similar to those used for replicating normal environments. Nevertheless a few tests do exist which do
not necessarily have an equivalent in normal testing. For Defence Procurement the most commonly
encountered tests are those used for safety testing of items which could have significant consequences
including loss of life. Such tests, which usually use quite severe severities, do not necessarily have a firm
“pass or fail” criteria but rather the resultant effects are used to establish safe working practices and hazard
procedures.

The most obvious group of safety tests are those used for energetic materials including explosives and
propellants. This group of safety tests are used to verify the sensitivity of Defence Systems to extreme
accident and hostile conditions. The purpose is to establish how the system reacts to allow the appropriate
safety procedures to be developed. In recent years a number of this group of safety tests have become
known as the Insensitive Munition (IM) tests. However, most of these tests have existed for many years
(some dating back to the early years of the Vietnam war) prior to the introduction of IM policy only the level of
acceptable reaction has changed.

Although the safety tests are intended for energetic materials, the majority of the test procedures are similar
to environmental tests. Consequently consideration of the procedures overlaps with the Terms of Reference
(TOR)  of Expert Group 8 and as such are partly addressed here. Nevertheless, consideration of the
acceptable reaction criteria falls well outside the TOR of Expert Group 8 as clearly does considerations of
requirements for IM policy.

The usual safety tests for energetic materials are; the fire test, the slow cook off test, the bullet attack test,
fragment impact tests, the sympathetic reaction test, the shaped charge jet test, electro-static discharge and
the drop test. All of these are designated as IM tests under some policies but some such as the drop test and
ESD test are not included in others. As would be expected for safety procedures the tests are firmly written
and are written to ensure consistency of use. However, by the nature of these severe  tests repeatability is
not always easy to ensure and a few are notoriously difficult to repeat exactly. Many of the tests such be
preceded by a safety assessment to determine sensitivity i.e. so the item can be tested in its most sensitive
orientation, impacted at the most vulnerable point etc. Potential variability is essentially taken into account
when assessing the level of acceptable reaction. In recent years environmental objections have been raised
against the fire test and some effort has been made to develop modelling approach in place of this and some
of the other tests.

Safety tests appear at both national and international level although in recent years a degree of alignment
has started has become apparent. In the NATO countries the STANAG safety tests appear to have broadly
replaced most top level national procedures or the national procedure intentionally aligns with the STANAG
procedure. In some cases lower level nation procedures still exist which have slight differences to the
STANAG, this seems to be a matter of historical baggage rather than indicating deliberate intent. However,
these do not necessarily appear to be primary source procedures rather this may be the MURAT tests.

Another group of safety test procedures which affects Defence Procurement are the United Nations (UN)
recommendations on the transport of dangerous goods. In this case dangerous goods encompasses a wide
range of materials as well as energetic materials. United Nations  document ST/SG/AC.10/11/Rev.2 is a
manual of tests and criteria. It contains a number of separate test procedures as well as test programmes for
various class of dangerous goods. Some of these tests are broadly similar to the safety tests used for
energetic materials, although, no specific attempts appears to have been made to align the two procedures.
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Also differences exist in acceptance criteria. Most countries have incorporated these UN recommendations
into their national laws, and mostly this implementation encompasses military equipment.

The United Nations (UN) recommendations on the transport of dangerous goods does not include nuclear
materiel which is covered by IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency) which has produced recommended
tests for packaged nuclear materiel. These test procedures do align well with the Safety tests for energetic
materials although the acceptance criteria do differ. Again most countries have incorporated these IAEA
recommendations into their national laws, and generally this implementation encompasses military
equipment.

Yet another group of safety tests relate to guided missile equipment used to ensure range safety (i.e. Flight
termination systems). These items are usually required to function in extreme normal environments and
range safety criteria usually require an equipment demonstration. In the us an attempt has been made to
establish a common range safety criteria for such equipment. This common criteria is reasonably consistent
with us commercial and military equivalents (nasa std 7001 & mil std 1540). However, no european
equivalents were submitted for consideration by the expert group. In the us standards the actual test
procedures are from the national horizontal standard (mil std 810) but with specified severity margins which
are imposed on maximum expected (or predicted) environment (mee or mpe). As such the equipment falls
within the criteria used for the primary comparison adopted by the expert group.

3.4 Space Technology

3.4.1. Introduction

General philosophy concepts related to the environmental testing of space systems are pretty similar
aerospace with regard,

Overall testing philosophy
Test conditions and tolerances
Test documentation

On the contrary, significant discrepancies are usually found in the model philosophy to be adopted. In fact,
this approach is, usually, strongly dependent on the number of items involved and, since space activities
very often imply a limited number of  items, also the related model philosophy can be heavily tailored. For
example, when science is involved, considerations about risk management, budget and time available,
frequently lead to use flight hardware for qualification, that is the “proto-flight” approach.

For the European space activity within European boundaries, a widely accepted reference document is the
ESA ECSS-E-10-03A – Space Engineering – Testing.

It is both a vertical and a horizontal guide. This means that it gives recommendation both for the test to be
performed (required or optional) on different equipment category such as antenna, battery, pressure vessel,
etc.. (vertical approach) and for the procedure to be followed for each specific item at different level of
integration (horizontal approach).

Other standards are available, for example NASA-STD-7002, recalling many other documents such as:
MIL-STD-461 - Electromagnetic Interference Characteristics Requirements for Equipment
MIL-STD-462 - Electromagnetic Interference Characteristics, Measurement Of
MIL-STD-1818 - Electromagnetic Effects Requirements For Systems
NASA-STD-5001 - Structural Design and Test Factors of Safety for Spaceflight Hardware
NASA-STD-5002 - Load Analyses of Spacecraft and Payloads
NASA-STD-7001 - Payload Vibroacoustic Test Criteria

The approach is similar to the ESA one, addressing both considerations on vertical and horizontal
philosophy. An overview of the suggested philosophy is given in the following chapters.

3.4.2. Test Procedures

Test procedures used in general space test programme have many common features with aerospace and
defence equipment, except of course for the severity values or the duration of the test itself. Tests used for
space equipment found elsewhere would typically include;

Physical properties measurements.
Functional and performance test.
Humidity test.
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Leakage test.
Pressure test.
Constant acceleration test.
Sinusoidal vibration test.
Random vibration test.
Acoustic test.
Shock test.
Thermal cycling test.
Audible noise test.
EMC and ESD test

Nevertheless some procedures are either unique to general space test programme or seldom seen
elsewhere. Such tests would include;

Corona arcing detection. Equipment that is energized during ascent or descent and which is exposed
to the critical low pressure atmosphere shall be monitored for corona and multi-pacting detection, as
the pressure is reduced from ambient to 0,1 Pa within 10 minutes (minimum) simulating the launch
profile; equipment operating at a voltage >500 V, shall be tested for corona arcing as well.
Thermal vacuum test. The purpose of the thermal vacuum test is to demonstrate the ability of the
equipment to perform in a thermal vacuum environment that simulates the worst conditions in-orbit,
including an adequate margin. The test aims both to verify that, after the outgassing, the equipment
maintains its physical / electrical / thermal characteristics and that the environmental pollution is
acceptable.
Space Life test. The purpose of the life test is to demonstrate that the equipment can operate during
its ground and sustained in-flight life without degradation.
Microgravity environment compatibility test. The purpose of this test is to verify the Microgravity
Environment Compatibility (MEC) at equipment level, with respect to the specified microgravity
environment limit response spectrum at the receiver location.

3.4.3. Qualification Testing

Environment qualification tests are strongly dependent on the integration level at which they are performed;
an usually accepted subdivision is the following:

Equipment (e.g. electronic box)
Subsystem (e.g. attitude control subsystem – i.e. box, inertia wheel, sun sensor, cabling)
Element (e.g. satellite)
System (e.g. launcher + satellite + ground segment)

3.4.3.1 Equipment Qualification

At Equipment level, a qualification test programme comprising many of the test listed above are
systematically carried out.

3.4.3.2 Subsystem Qualification

The systematic approach used for equipment testing, defining for each type of equipment a series of
required and optional tests, is not feasible for subsystems qualification.

Subsystem testing depends on subsystem type, on project characteristics and verification approach,
therefore only general guidelines are usually given in the general standards.

With the objectives to increase project flexibility and control and to reduce cost and schedule, for example,
functional qualification of the subsystem may become part of the functional qualification of the element or
system, in which they are verified as functions of the whole element or system.

3.4.3.3 Element Qualification

At Element level, qualification testing shall be performed on the following items:

a. Space vehicle.  At this level, ad hoc testing specifications are often issued, deeply deviating from
standard ones. This approach is especially adopted for telecommunication satellites, is justified by
severe constraints dictated by schedule and budget and is analyzed through a careful risk analysis.
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The conformance to standards is stricter when a scientific mission is to be designed and qualified, the
main reason being the final customer is usually a Space Agency.

b. Launcher. LV qualification testing specifications depend on the LV type, engine concept, mission
and performance definition. Qualification tests should be conducted at both equipment and subsystem
level, while a modal survey test can be conducted on a complete LV stage in order to validate the
corresponding dynamic model and thence the test loads on equipment and subsystems. Complete LV
stages shall be submitted to functional qualification tests as well

c. Ground segment. It is constituted by the functional elements (HW and SW)  used in the operations
of the mission. The aim of the qualification is to obtain assurance prior to launch that the integrated
hardware and software facilities perform as intended and that the ground segment can accomplish all
operational mission requirements within the constraints imposed by the operational environment. Due
to the specific characteristics of the ground segment rigid applicability of the space vehicle test
principles should not be imposed. In particular, the ground segment equipment need not to be
subjected to precisely the same qualification and test requirements as flight hardware since post-
launch maintenance and replacement is possible. Furthermore, many essential space vehicle test
requirements are not relevant for ground hardware (e.g. model philosophy and most environmental
testing procedures). Nevertheless, a huge amount of test is required to fulfil the above requirements
but the description of these activities is thought to be beyond the scope of this document.

3.4.3.4 System Qualification

System qualification tests cover the functional (only) aspects relevant to the interrelationship between two or
more elements which constitute the system (i.e. space vehicle, launcher and ground segment) and to
interfaces with other systems and projects.

3.4.4 Equipment Acceptance Testing

The purpose of the equipment acceptance test is to detect material and workmanship defects. The  set of
tests is slightly reduced and the related parameters (in terms of level and duration) are usually much less
severe with respect to the qualification tests. The exception is the burn-in test which is a modified thermal
cycling test used to accumulate the additional operational hours or cycles required to detect material and
workmanship defects that occur early in the equipment life.

3.4.5 Conclusions of Testing of Space Equipment

3.4.5.1 Role of Testing For Space Equipment

The evidence collected from the testing phase of previous satellite projects indicated that in almost every
case, anomalies were detected in the spacecraft design, which if undetected, can lead to a major reduction
in the spacecraft performance or part failure.

So the role of testing is still very important, but nevertheless, nowadays, sufficient analytical methods exist so
that it is theoretically possible to perform a purely analytical verification of a satellite;  moreover, active
controls (for example on thermal aspects) will widen the bandwidth between equipment operative limits: this
makes realistic at least to think  in a near future to a virtual qualification process. On the other hand,
however, there is no alternative to acceptance test to detect  workmanship defects or local anomalies.

3.4.5.2 Space Testing Standards

The verification method for a given satellite is dependent on project aspects such as the number of
spacecrafts to be manufactured, the payload function, the spacecraft configuration and the state-of-the-art
technology: this means that the test sequence, for example, is strongly customized to the particular mission
or satellite.

On the other hand, historically, only a few customers have been driving the space market and all of them
have followed the path of NASA approach: then, single test procedures do not differ very much between
NASA, ESA or CNES specs.

Moreover, the space agencies have made a significant effort (based on a huge amount of data coming from
test and operative sampling) to the standardization of equipment thermal, structural, electromagnetic limits
aiming to increase the design margins and to make the design less sensitive to environmental uncertainties.

The above tendency has led to almost standard equipments (and then components) independently of their
further application in space programs.



CEN WORKSHOP 10
STANDARDIZATION FOR DEFENCE PROCUREMENT
Expert Group 8 Environmental Engineering

15

3.4.5.3 Further Developments of Space Testing Standards

Space qualified components and equipments have a narrow market and then high cost and (sometime most
important) very long procurement time (e.g., for some rad-hard components the time is around 40 weeks and
an ad-hoc export license from US is needed). This kind of problems has suggested to investigate new
approaches.

Within this frame, commercial or MIL qualified components (Commercial Off The Shelf components), have
been considered for space applications, but this option carries a full set of new problems, for example a
completely different reliability approach which means tailored COTS verification plans which have to be
approved by the specific program customer.

The subject is far to be fully understood and then standardised, because acceptance criteria change
significantly among different customers and, for the same customer, among different programs, but while
acceptance process could remain more or less the same, the whole approach to qualification testing could
be deeply impacted.
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4. PRELIMINARY REDUCTION PROCESS

4.1 Overview of Process Used To Reduce Number Of Documents

4.1.1 Preliminary List Of Documents

At the start of task Expert Group 8 were supplied with a preliminary list of documents. This list had been
generated by CEN WS10 as an outcome of its phase 2 activity. The initial list comprised around 11500
documents, however, (and not very helpfully) a number of separate additional lists were also supplied. As the
entire listings of documents were far too large to handle, it was subject to preliminary search to produce a
subsidiary list of around 600 environmentally related standards. This was reviewed and several facts noted;

a. The lists contained a mix of both vertical (product related) and horizontal (non product
specific) standards.

b. The way the lists had been compiled included a notable inconsistency. For some standards
every separate test was listed independently yet other standards were included as a single entry
regardless of the number of separate tests it contained . That is some standards had some 40 to 60
separate entries whilst others had only one.

c. The lists contained fewer commercial standards than expected. Based upon the minutes of
WS10 an exception existed that the listings would specifically include a number of commercial
standards. WS10 had made particular mention of AECMA-STANS yet these were notable absent.

Notwithstanding the consequences of the above observations, it was clear to that several further measures
needed to be quickly put in place. These measures were needed to both resolve the shortcomings in the
listings and to allow a review of appropriate standards to be initiated. With the relatively tight time scales
imposed by WS10 it was necessary to initiate several parallel activities and adopt a process allowing the
maximum use of the available resources.

4.1.2 Identification Of Horizontal Standards

The Expert Group took as its first priority to identify the horizontal standards relating to environmental testing.
Most standards organisations, whether commercial or military, usually include a number of horizontal
standards which are used as building blocks for the vertical, product related, standards. The vast majority of
standards organisations maintained standards on environmental testing in their horizontal group. Those
standards are, in almost all cases, the primary reference source for environmental test procedures. That is
the horizontal standards contain the test procedures adopted as the model or benchmark by other standards.

Vertical, product related, standards commonly adopt the horizontal standards test procedures in their product
specific test programme requirements. Some vertical standards do this by direct reference to the horizontal
standard others by extracting and reproducing the relevant aspects of the procedure. The environmental test
procedures in virtually all vertical standards can be identified as originating from a horizontal standard.  One
consequence of this is that many environmental test facilities adopt operating procedures based upon the
procedures from horizontal standards.

Whilst, most vertical, product related, standards adopt environmental test procedures based upon those of
the horizontal standards, they are much less consistent at  using test severities from horizontal standards.
Whilst, this appears to be more likely for commercial standards than military, it was one of several reasons
the Expert Group separated review of test procedures & process from a review of severities.

Initially five separate horizontal standards were identified as primary sources of environmental test
procedures. However, this number was increased to six as a result of observations made at the WS10 that
an addition group be considered. The final six separate horizontal standards addressed were;

NATO Defence Standard STANAG 4370 and its Allied Publications (AECTP’s)
International Commercial Standards IEC 60068 and IEC 60721
UK National Defence Standard Def Stan 00-35
French National Defence Standard GAM EG 13
US Defence Standard Mil Std 810F
Quadripartite {US/UK/F/DE} Agreement ITOP (International Test Operating Procedure)

The identified horizontal standards listed in Annex C to this report include all the primary source defence
environmental standards and one of the primary source commercial environmental standards. However, with



CEN WORKSHOP 10
STANDARDIZATION FOR DEFENCE PROCUREMENT
Expert Group 8 Environmental Engineering

18

the identified limitations on the original document listing, concern existed that further horizontal commercial
standards may be identified. Should this occur and to prevent having to start the comparison work over
again, it was decided to identify one of the horizontal standards as a “reference” against which the others
could be compared. The thinking behind this was also that if the comparison task proved to be more
extensive than anticipated it could be split into one to one comparisons. In the end this option was not
needed and the work compared all the horizontal standards against each other. Nevertheless, should further
standards be reviewed in the future the approach originally postulated would undoubtedly be the most
effective.

4.1.3 Process For The Comparison of Individual Test Procedures

Six separate horizontal standards was considered a sufficiently manageable number to allow a detailed
comparison exercise to be undertaken. The Expert Group identified the individual test procedures for each of
the horizontal standards. Whilst, some types of test had an easily identifiable equivalents, this was not
always the case. To alleviate this problem an equivalence matrix of the various test procedures was
generated. This matrix is set out in Annex A of this report.  The purpose of the matrix was to allow separate
subgroups to work in parallel.

Based upon the equivalence matrix the detailed comparison task, for the primary source horizontal test
procedures, was to be split into six areas of work. The intent was to allow different sub-groups within the
Expert Group to undertake separately the required work. The content of these sections was defined as;

- Environmental management standards
- Vibration test group
- Shock test group
- Miscellaneous mechanical test group
- Temperature, humidity and pressure test group
- Natural and manmade  contamination test group

In order to undertake consistent comparisons within each test group a number of assumptions and criteria
needed to be agreed. These assumptions and criteria were reviewed, refined and agreed by the Expert
Group as the work  proceeded. The outcome of this refinement was a list of ten comparison criteria which
are listed below. Further information on the assumptions and criteria finally used in the individual
comparisons of test procedure are detailed separately hereinafter.

Technical Innovation.
Up to Date Techniques.
Reproducibility.
Strength of Reference.
Interoperability.
Suitability for Purpose.
Disadvantages to European Industry.
Alignment to European Defence Procurement Strategy.
Backward Compatibility.
Equivalence of Standard.

4.1.4 Output of Individual Comparisons

The documented output from each of the individual comparisons is set out in Section 6 of this report. The
comparisons are set out in the six sections detailed hereinbefore and each comprises five main components
viz;

a. The portion of the Equivalence Matrix actually addressed is reproduced by way of an
indication to the reader as to the grouping of tests considered in each section.

b. For each test procedure the scope and objectives of the individual test procedures are
reproduced. These are mostly extracted from the actual procedures. The intent of these listing was
to allow the reader an way of comparing the purpose of the various test procedures. It has to be also
said that the compilation of these tables of scope and objectives was a useful way of initiating the
comparison exercise.

c. The third component of the comparison comprises historical information as well as indicating
compliance and deficiencies against the agreed comparison criteria.
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d. The fourth component of the comparison is a textual summary of the results of the
comparison along with a recommendation as to the procedure which best meets the criteria.

e. The last component of the comparison comprises a summary table of the recommendations
of the Expert Group.

4.1.5 Treatment Of Vertical Standards

Having derived a process to deal with the horizontal environmental standards the Expert Group needed to
classify the vertical, product related, standards. The results of the preliminary search had produced a
subsidiary list of apparently environmentally related standards. Perusal of this list indicated a number of
standards that were not related to the work in hand. However, most related to specific products which were
either purely commercial, had joint military / commercial applications or were mostly military related. As a
consequence the non-relevant standards were culled from vertical product list with the remainder split
between general, military ground (army), military sea (Navy) and military air (airforce). The specific details of
the grouping of vertical standards (which is set out in an annex to this report) is reported in detail hereinafter.

The primary concern of the review of the vertical standards was to identify procedures which may have been
missed as horizontal standards and others which potentially contained primary source test procedures.
Essentially no additional standard was identified which could be classed as a horizontal standard or which
contained primary source procedures. However, that statement requires some further caveat.

As already indicated the Expert Group was surprised that the original list supplied by WS10 from the
phase 2 work did not appear to contain AECMA-STANS. A list of these was identified part way into
the programme and a fair number of  environmental related standards identified.  The Expert Group
found no horizontal standards and all those identified were clearly product related (mostly related to
connectors).

The Expert Group identified a considerable number of Swedish National environmental test
procedures related to ammunition. These were mostly 10 to 20 years old and could potentially have
been considered for inclusion in the comparison process. Despite a significant Swedish
representation on the Expert Group, these were not proposed for consideration as National
horizontal standard. Moreover, the indications were that these Swedish standards were rarely used
today, rather they were effectively superseded by the STANAG.

A number of French standards were identified related to air, sea and land equipment. The test
procedures of these were considered derivatives of the procedures included in the horizontal
standards already considered.

A commercial aerospace horizontal environmental test standard, RTCA DO160, was identified
towards the end of the study. This had not been included in the listings supplied by WS10 and
relates to commercial aircraft equipment. Undoubtedly this would have been included in the
comparison had it been identified sufficiently early. Nevertheless a review of the procedures
indicated the actual procedures were derivatives of the IEC / CEN 60068 procedures and the Mil Std
810 procedures. No primary source environmental procedure was identified.

The Expert Group noted that the listings supplied by WS 10 did not include any space related test
procedures. As part of the exercise the Expert Group reviewed an ESA standard for environmental
testing and found that the standard contained a number of primary source test procedures that were
not included in the horizontal standards reviewed. However, those were all related to specific
environments unique to operation in space. These were considered as not essential to Defence
procurement. The remaining test procedures were all derivative of those reviewed.

The listings of vertical standards appeared to contain a number of out of date and superseded
standards. This is not surprising as defence equipment tends to stay in-service for long periods (10
to 30 years is fairly typical). To facilitate life extension and mid life upgrades standards cannot
necessarily be eliminated entirely. As new procurements would not be made against such standards
there consideration was not considered necessary.

The listings of vertical standards did not include all the packaging standards containing test
procedures. The military requirements for packages usually contain a sizeable section on
environmental testing. Those tests are mostly derivatives of the horizontal tests procedures already
addressed by this expert group. The Expert Group 8 comparison exercise has included a review of
tests which are also intended for both equipment and packages as well as a number of procedures
that are solely intended for packages. All the known military packaging test procedures are derivative
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of the horizontal test procedures already reviewed by Expert Group 8. A caveat to this is that a few
packaging test procedures are very old fashioned and have been long superseded in the horizontal
tests.

4.2 Assumptions and Criteria Used in Comparison of Test Procedures

4.2.1 Assumptions Used in Review of Horizontal Procedures

The main initial assumption in the review of horizontal procedures was to consider test procedure
irrespective of test severity. The rationale for this was that in modern well written horizontal test procedures
the process and severity are intrinsically independent. This separation has become encapsulated into military
standards in particular over the past 20 years due to the wide spread adoption of test tailoring for the
derivation of test severities. That is test severities are now mostly treated as user defined rather than
specification defined.

Most horizontal procedures still include a so called “fallback” severities used when no other information is
available. However, these tend to be crude and conservative estimates of actual conditions. Attempting to
compare these “fallback” severities either separately or along with the procedure would have made the task
in hand considerably more complex. Moreover, it would have supplied little real information as the  “fallback”
are rarely used for defence systems but rather only for COTS and MOTS equipment (and then only if the
suppliers knows no better).

The second main assumption was to use the STANAG 4370 as a reference. As already explained, part of
the reason for this was an option to split the test procedure comparisons into manageable sections. For
example if the group of Swedish standards had been included it would have allowed comparison of them
against only the reference horizontal standard rather than all the horizontal standards.

STANAG 4370 was chosen as the reference since it was based on an amalgamation of several National
standards and was the one horizontal standard which had the greatest degree of equivalence to the others.
A cautionary note was given at the when this approach was discussed that the selection of the STANAG as a
reference did not infer that it was the natural preferred standard. As events have transpired the test
procedure comparisons have been undertaken against each other with no use of the STANAG as a
reference. The STANAG was used as the reference in the equivalence matrix, again this had no outcome on
the result.

4.2.2 Criteria Used in Review of Horizontal Procedures

The review of the various test procedures has adopted a number of criteria in comparing the various
standards. The criteria set out below have been identified in the course of the review to be the main
discriminators between the various standards compared.

i. Technical Innovation. Does the test procedure include technically innovative approaches?
Many of the mechanical test procedures originated half a century ago when only limited test facilities
were available. Today these are frequently found to be neither good representations of actual
conditions nor comprise cost effective approaches. Technically innovative approaches can also allow
laboratory simulation of conditions and failure modes that would previously require in-Service
evaluation. The implementation of technically innovative approaches generally results in a cost
effective approach and testing more able to representatively replicate actual conditions. It also has
significant benefits in ensuring equipment does not fail because of a test unrepresentativeness rather
than a real weakness.

ii. Up to Date Techniques. Does the test procedure encompasses the use of up to date & cost
effective facilities, techniques and methodologies? The use of up to date facilities and techniques
such as allowed by up to date computer control system permit either testing that would not otherwise
be possible and/or more cost effective testing.

iii. Reproducibility. Would the use of the specified test procedure generate repeatable results
which a test specifier can rely upon? A good repeatable test procedure  should allow the test to be
taken to another test facility or undertaken over a long period of time. A primary goal of standards is
to ensure tests which can be reliably be repeated at different facilities over a long period of time.

iv. Strength of Reference. Does the test procedure have sufficient strength and clarity to allow it
to be used in contractual requirements? The test procedure needs to be presented in a firm, clear,
well formatted manner with an unambiguous distinction between guidance information and the
mandatory requirements of the test.
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v. Interoperability. Does the test procedure allow the use of COTS equipment and facilitate the
use of MOTS equipment without unnecessary re-testing for military use? Many components and
subassemblies are no longer produced specifically for defence applications. In such cases the stated
capability of the COTS items is likely to be against non-military standards. In practice this criteria is
applicable to only a few procedures. Of the mechanical tests only six need be consistent with
commercial standards those are; basic vibration, classic waveform shock, handling & drop, bump,
bounce and constant acceleration.

vi. Suitability for Purpose. Does the procedure actually achieve the objectives it purports to
accomplish?  It is very easy for a test procedure to claim it replicates a wide range of in-Service
conditions when in fact it only has the ability to replicates a proportion of the potential failure modes.

vii. Disadvantages to European Industry. Does the test procedure disadvantage European
industry and give advantage to offshore suppliers? Test procedures that are based upon procedures
commonly used by offshore suppliers but not European industry can result in commercial
disadvantage to Europe. Such a strategy may be fine for countries without a significant defence
industrial but can mean redesign and re-testing of MOTS and COTS equipment.

viii. Alignment to European Defence Procurement Strategy. Does the procedure fit into current
procurement strategies? Procurement strategies differ from industry sector to industry sector and in
the defence sector have changed in recent years. The equipment environmental assessment
process forms part of that overarching strategy and the test procedures should be able to support
that strategy.

ix. Backward Compatibility. Does the procedure prevent or limit the use of existing equipment?
Defence equipment is frequently in-Service for periods in excess of ten years and not untypical 20 to
30 years. During that period life extension and the purchase of spares,  consumables and life limited
items should be possible to original requirements. The consequences of the lack of backward
compatibility could be removal from use or extensive re-testing.

x. Equivalence of Standard. Are the basic procedures, tolerances & approach identical,
comparable or partly comparable with other standards? Broad consistency of procedure, tolerances
& approach arising from technical similarity of procedures usually implies a broad range of product
applicability and a wider availability of test house availability. Commercial viability require that test
facilities have the greatest range of potential application. Conversely a test specifier requires the
availability of a number of test facilities.

The above criteria have been identified as applicable in the course of the assessments. The classification of
the criteria were found to best discriminate between the various standards. Some overlap exists between the
criteria and they are not necessarily mutually exclusive. Nevertheless the criteria generally express issues
that arise when selecting and adopting standards for particular applications.

It needs to be appreciated the weighting between the criteria will differ for different types of materiel. Large
sophisticated defence system operating in severe environmental condition will probably be biased towards
the use of an up-to-date, technically innovative procedure which strongly aligns with the current defence
procurement strategy. Conversely a small component or subsystem supplied to a range of defence systems
and possibly different industrial sectors will be biased towards a standard which best allows interoperability
and repeatability. Views on the weighting between the criteria will also differ for the end user, the purchaser,
the system integrator and subsystem supplier.

4.3 Equivalence Matrix of Horizontal Standard Test Procedures

The equivalence matrix presented in an Annex A to this report was created from the listed procedures of the
six separate horizontal standards. The individual documents of these horizontal standards are tabulated in
Annex C to this report. It was created because the test procedures did not use common terminology of title or
scope. Whilst, some tests were listed under the environmental conditions they replicated, others were listed
under the type of test facility used. Some additional standards had separate procedures for different variants
of similar tests but others grouped them into a single procedure.  Mostly an equivalent procedure for most of
the older tests could be identified relatively simply. However, greater difficulty was experienced with more
recent procedures which tended to have different objectives and scope.
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4.4 Grouping Of The Vertical Environmental Test Standards

Tables categorising the vertical environmental standards are listed in Annexes D to G to this report The
vertical standards are grouped between general standards (Annex D) , military ground or army standards
(Annex E), military sea or Navy standards (Annex F)  and military air or airforce (Annex G).
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5 CONCLUSIONS AND RECCOMENDATIONS

5.1 Comparison of Horizontal Standards

As described in detail in the previous section the comparison of horizontal standards was undertaken in six
groups encompassing over 40 sets of comparisons and around 160 separate procedures. The results of
these are extensively detailed in Section 6 of this report. To recap the assumptions and criteria used in the
individual comparisons of test procedure were.

- Technical Innovation.
- Up to Date Techniques.
- Reproducibility.
- Strength of Reference.
- Interoperability.
- Suitability for Purpose.
- Disadvantages to European Industry.
- Alignment to European Defence Procurement Strategy.
- Backward Compatibility.
- Equivalence of Standard.

The output of the comparisons of the horizontal test procedures comprise a number of components including
individual recommendations and indications of compatibility. However, it was recognised by Expert Group 8
that procedure by procedure recommendations are not particularly helpful when setting procurement
requirements. For this reason a standard by standard comparison has been generated for all six horizontal
standards, this is firmly based upon the procedure by procedure recommendations.

5.2 Treatment of Vertical Standards

Having derived a process to deal with the horizontal environmental standards the Expert Group needed to
classify the vertical, product related, standards. The results of the preliminary search had produced a
subsidiary list of apparently environmentally related standards. Perusal of this list indicated a number of
standards that were not related to the work in hand. However, most related to specific products which were
either purely commercial, had joint military / commercial applications or were mostly military related. As a
consequence the non-relevant standards were culled from vertical product list with the remainder split
between general, military ground (army), military sea (Navy) and military air (airforce). The specific details of
the grouping of vertical standards (which is set out in an Annexes D to G of this report) is reported in detail
hereinafter.

The primary concern of the review of the vertical standards was to identify procedures which may have been
missed as horizontal standards and others which potentially contained primary source test procedures.
Essentially no additional standard was identified which could be classed as a horizontal standard or which
contained primary source procedures.

The above not withstanding the following was observed;

The original list supplied by WS10 from the phase 2 work did not appear to contain AECMA-STANS.
The Expert Group found no horizontal standards and all those identified were clearly product related
(mostly related to connectors).

A number of Swedish National environmental test procedures related to ammunition were identified.
These were mostly 10 to 20 years old and appeared to be superseded by the STANAG. Moreover,
despite a significant Swedish representation on the Expert Group, these were not proposed for
consideration as National horizontal standard.

A number of French standards were identified related to air, sea and land equipment. The test
procedures of these were considered derivatives of the procedures included in the horizontal
standards already considered.

A commercial aerospace environmental test standard, RTCA DO160, was identified towards the end
of the study. This had not been included in the listings supplied by WS10. Undoubtedly this would
have been included in the comparison had it been identified sufficiently early. Nevertheless a review
of the procedures indicated the actual procedures were derivatives of the IEC / CEN 60068
procedures and the Mil Std 810 procedures. No primary source environmental procedure was
identified.
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The listings supplied by WS 10 did not include any space related test procedures. As part of the
exercise the Expert Group found that space standards contained a few of primary source test
procedures that were not included in the horizontal standards reviewed. However, those were all
related to specific environments unique to operation in space. These were considered as not
essential to Defence procurement. The remaining test procedures were all derivative of those
reviewed.

The listings of vertical standards appeared to contain a number of out of date and superseded
standards. This is not surprising as defence equipment tends to stay in-service for long periods (10
to 30 years is fairly typical).

The listings of vertical standards did not include all the packaging standards containing test
procedures.

5.3 Conclusions of Review of Horizontal Test Procedures

The review of the test procedures, using the criteria set out hereinbefore, produced a series of conclusions
and recommendations. These are extensively documented in Section 6 of this report. However, these 40 or
so individual recommendations have been reduced to a number of common observations and conclusions
relating to each of the horizontal standards reviewed. These overall recommendations are set out below.

5.3.1 International Civil Standard EN / IEC 60068 & 60721

Standard 60068 is the IEC procedure for environmental testing which is also adopted by CEN and
embedded into national standards by most European countries. IEC 60068 has an associated standard
setting out environmental severities that standard is IEC 60721. IEC 60068 is designated by IEC as a so
called “horizontal” standard and is intended for electro-technical products. Its procedures are adopted by a
many “vertical” product standards either by direct reference or using a reformatted version of the text. This is
particularly the case for the tests which are common used by COTS equipment.

The main advantage of this group of procedures is that they are consistently formatted with a very clear
distinction between guidance information and mandatory requirements. The procedures usually also contain
guidance on how to undertake the test. The application of the test procedures are mostly firmly written and
ensure repeatable results regardless of the tester, test facility or test equipment utilised. For this reason the
test procedures are idea for setting as contractual requirements.

The main disadvantages of these tests is that many of the test procedures are quite old and frequently lack
technical innovation. Moreover, they often do not utilise up to date & cost effective facilities, techniques or
methodologies. Although IEC adopt a maintenance procedure these are slow and even then do not always
bring a test procedure up to the same level of technical innovation as the defence standards. As an example
one “new” mechanical test technique is still not implemented after five years work, even though at the start of
the work that technique was in common use and available in other standards for a decade. Some of the
reason for the lack of technical innovation seems to be that the standard has only a limited scope of
applicability, intended for only electro-technical items. The procedures of EN / IEC 60068  seem to be
intended for equipment whose design, mass, cost and function are  not significantly affected by the
environment. That is for equipment which can readily withstand the degree of overtesting imposed by the
adoption of the existing procedures. Some potential users also cite difficulty in reading these procedures as a
reservation.

In addition to the above, the test procedures of EN / IEC 60068  are not supported by an environmental
management strategy that would currently be considered credibly viable. The basic strategy is very dated
and only integrates with current defence procurement strategies at the most basic level. That is one in which
the purchaser takes all the risk and responsibility that the equipment will be suitable.  The test severities of
EN / IEC 60068  have a significant number of are inconsistencies with the environmental severities in EN /
IEC 60721. An attempt to resolve this has resulted in “resolution” section in Part 4 EN / IEC 60721 which are
pseudo test schedules inappropriate for most items of defence equipment. The severities of both documents
are archaic and do support tailoring. Overall they constitute, by a very wide margin, the crudest and most
unacceptable of the severities in any of the standards reviewed.

The EN / IEC 60068  standard are supported by IEC, with a formal secretariat, a defined IEC  committee
which is in turn supported by national standards organisations. Both IEC and the national standards
organisations make the documents publicly available but at a cost. The IEC secretariat operate
professionally and ensure discipline in the form of consistency of style and format. However, the generation
and extensive commenting procedures can be slow and cumbersome. One cited reason for the unpopularity
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of EN / IEC 60068 is the cost. It is published in around 80 separate parts with each costing around 40 Euro’s.
Moreover, some procedures require separate guidance and cross refer to other procedures. It is not
uncommon for sections to be re-issued with minor changes.  This is in contrast to the Defence Standards
which were all publicly and freely available.

The results of this workshop review and comparison has recommend almost no standards originating from
EN / IEC 60068. Moreover, of those recommended either defence standards exist which are equally
recommended or the procedure has little modern application for defence equipment. Many procedures are
missing from EN / IEC 60068, which are essential for defence applications. Moreover, deficiencies exist even
within the published procedures of EN / IEC 60068 which are of importance for defence applications.

Overall the adoption of EN / IEC 60068 test procedures would have significant negative implications of the
testing of defence system. Indeed its use would put  European suppliers of defence system at disadvantage.
This is mostly because the capability, mass and performance of defence systems would be compromised by
the degree of overtesting imposed by the use of the EN / IEC 60068 test procedures on complete systems.
This is not necessarily the case for defence components which require only a few basic test procedures. In
those cases the recommendation of procedures that do not at least align with those of certain EN / IEC
60068 would be equally disadvantageous.

It has been questioned whether, at some future date, the EN / IEC 60068 standard could become the
recommended standard for environmental testing of Defence equipment. The view of Expert Group 8 is that
over the past decade the technical content, quality and innovation of the procedures in  EN / IEC 60068 has
lagged behind many of the other standards considered. Moreover, the lack of an environmental management
strategy as well as the antiquated severities of EN / IEC 60068 and 60721 would require significant and
sweeping changes  to get them into a form compatible with current European defence procurement methods.

5.3.2 National Defence Standards Def Stan 00-35 (UK) & GAM-EG-13 (France)

Def Stan 00-35 & GAM-EG-13 are respectively the United Kingdom and French national standards for
environmental proving of defence equipment.  The older tests of both have a clear historic root with older
versions of EN / IEC 60068. It appears that interaction with the three test standards occurred in the late
1960’s. Both United Kingdom and French national test standards appear to still attempt to keep a reasonable
degree of consistency with EN / IEC 60068. Indeed the UK Def Stan makes a statement in the scope of each
procedures as to the commonality with EN / IEC 60068.

Both of these test standards adopt a clear distinction between guidance information and mandatory
requirements. They are both firmly written but also supply additional test guidance information on both test
conduct and severity derivation. The tests are written to facilitate consistency of testing and can be called in
contractual requirements with confidence. The tests frequently used for COTS equipment are included in a
manner such that they are common to many “vertical” standards.

Although both Def Stan 00-35 & GAM-EG-13 have made some effort to achieve commonality with EN / IEC
60068, they have also incorporated additional, defence specific, procedures and include a number
technically innovative enhancements to existing tests. They mostly encompass the use of up to date & cost
effective facilities, techniques and methodologies. Both standards were considered and extensively utilised in
the generation of STANAG 4370. Whilst, Def Stan 00-35 is still maintained and updated, GAM-EG-13 is no
longer supported in favour of STANAG 4370.

Both standards are supported by viable environmental management strategies that is consistent with
defence procurement approaches used in the two countries. Although the two strategies differ that is only
because they address different aspects of the same issue. Representatives from both countries have long
expressed the view that the management aspects of the two documents not only fit together but would be
more useful if merged.

Def Stan 00-35 & GAM-EG-13 include credible and up to date test severities which are specific for defence
usage. Both standards are compatible with the use of tailored severities and give significant advice on
natural, induced and abnormal environmental severities. This advice is clearly separated from the test
specifications and frequently includes background information on the mechanisms causing the environment.

Both Def Stan 00-35 & GAM-EG-13 are supported by standards organisations which make the documents
publicly available at no real cost - the Def Stan can be downloaded from the DSTAN web site. The two
defence standards organisations operate professionally and ensure discipline in the form of consistency of
style and format.
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From a Defence viewpoint both Def Stan 00-35 & GAM-EG-13 comprise a good practical compromise
between consistency with commercial standards and technical innovation for use in testing sophisticated
defence systems. The restriction on the European wide use of Def Stan 00-35 & GAM-EG-13 is that they
have never been targeted outside the two originating countries.

5.3.3 National Defence Standard Mil Std 810 (US)

The US environmental test standard Mil Std 810 has previously been adopted, for testing defence
equipment, by a number of European countries which have not  generated their own standards. This US
standard has its origins in the late 1960’s and over the years has undergone several very radical changes of
approach and strategy. Unfortunately, these changes are not always backward compatible with earlier
versions and it is not uncommon to find different versions in use with one company for different products.

The procedures within Mil Std 810 have never been notably consistent with other group of standards. Indeed
the Mil Std 810 procedures have consistently adopted different tolerances, procedure & approach to those of
other standards. Originally the standard was well suited to testing of sub-assemblies and general defence
equipment required to be used in a range of situations. However, this has changed over the various
revisions, such that today it is more applicable to complete systems.

The majority of the procedures in the Mil Std do not adopted a consistent style. Moreover, they are not
written in a firm style with no clear distinction between guidance information and mandatory requirements. In
some of the previous versions the test procedures were considered very difficult to read, some of the
procedures were poorly defined and contained almost no supporting guidance. To be fair the latest version
of the standard contain a considerable amount of new guidance and are considerably easier to read.
However, almost all this additional guidance relates to test severities. The current document has the feel of a
guidance handbook rather than a firm test procedure capable of been confidently called in contractual
requirements. US companies and DOD organisations frequently refer to Mil Std 810 for guidance but for
contractual purposes use specifically versions in product related procurement requirements.

The lack of commonality with any international standard has not mattered historically in the US were the
defence market is sufficiently large for manufacturers to develop components and sub-systems specifically
for US military use. Today that is less so and has rarely been the case in Europe. The lack of commonality
with any international & European standard would imply that the adoption of the Mil Std for European
defence applications would potentially give US defence suppliers an undue advantage over European
suppliers.

The main advantage of Mil Std is that historically the standard has included technically innovative
approaches adopting up to date & cost effective facilities, techniques and methodologies. In the defence field
the Mil Std has frequently been at the fore front of introducing new techniques and ideas. As a result the Mil
Std has broadened its range of environmental conditions encompassed such that it now addresses most of
the defence environments. However, some of these are not particularly well integrated and some new
chapters relate entirely to the derivation of specific severities, with the procedures themselves not always
that different from existing chapters. The enhancement of the standard has also resulted in further
degradation of the distinction between test procedures and environmental conditions. This is considered by
observers as another indication of the lack of control over the document.

In the early 1980’s the Mil Std broke the traditional mould of using simplistic severities by advocating tailored
severities as part of a radically different environmental engineering management strategy. Unfortunately, that
management strategy does not fit well with procurement practices used today in Europe. Moreover, the
adoption of the Mil Std 810 management strategy within the US is at best patchy. The Mil Std is publicly
available and can, with its amendments,  be freely downloaded from the US DOD organisation web site.

As already mentioned the Mil Std includes a fair amount of information on the derivation of test severities.
However, as this is frequently embedded within the test procedures, it is frequently confusing and rarely
comprehensive.

In theory the Mil Std is controlled by the US DOD organisation. However, in practice that control is imposed
little consistency of style and enforced no clear distinction between guidance information and mandatory
requirements. Overall, the level of control indicated by the document is nothing like as rigorous as that used
in the UK or French military standards. The US frequently suggest Mil Std 810 has international usage and
call for international views. Nevertheless, historically little real evidence exists of the actual inclusion of
international views. Indeed attempts to influence the Mil Std has lead to the formation of several national
groups and one European wide organisation.
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From a Defence viewpoint the US Mil Std 810 comprises excellent guidance material particularly relating to
severities. It includes technical innovation as well as promoting up to date methods. However, its test
procedures are insufficiently well defined to confidently use them in contractual requirements.  The test
procedures are inconsistent with other standards to an extent that the adoption of the Mil Std for European
defence applications could give the US defence suppliers an undue advantage over European suppliers.

5.3.4 International Defence Procedures ITOP’s (US, UK, F, De)

The International Test Operations Procedures (ITOPs) are quadripartite agreements between the US , UK,
France & Germany relating to the “mutual acceptance of test and evaluation for the reciprocal procurement
of defense equipment”. The ITOP working groups are product related (munitions and tracked vehicles) and
consequently the ITOPS should really be classed as “vertical” standards. Only a few ITOPS relate to
environmental testing and then they only encompass an inconsistent and narrow range of topics.

The level of detail contained in the ITOPS is intended for direct use in the test process. Restricting effort to
four-nations is intended to provide for rapid  development of procedures (the target is 2 years). The stated
aim of the ITOP is that they should duplicate other international documents, but are intended  to replace
national test procedures.

When the environmental ITOPs were submitted for consideration by this Expert Group it was suggested they
were internationally used test procedures, were state-of-the-art as well as promoting technology transfer and
mutual use of test facilities. It was also stated that an understanding had been reached to adopt ITOPs by
NATO as STANAGs.

When the ITOPS related to environmental testing were reviewed and compared to the other standards it was
surprising to find that many were replicating existing STANAGS and in the majority of such cases the ITOP
was issued AFTER the STANAG. This seems in conflict with the stated ITOP intent. Of more concern was that
in several cases the ITOP and the STANAG differed or conflicted in important aspects. In some cases they
also conflicted with existing national approaches. Generally it appeared that ITOPS were not replacing
national test procedures indeed the national signatories to ITOPS had in some cases have no effective
relationship with national standards organisation controlling defence standards.

The overlap and conflict with existing standards is of concern as it suggests inconsistency of policy within the
four nations concerned. Whilst,  the stated aim of the NSA (Nato Standards Agency) is to accept the ITOPS
as STANAGs, the actual groups involved with environmental testing appear to have no real aspiration to do
so.

Several of the ITOPS were heavily biased towards US procedures and in those cases seemed to take little
account of European or International considerations. The environmental ITOPS appear to have no general
applicability and the niche role they are purported to fulfil is questionable. A considerable number of ITOPS
appear to be based upon US TOPS which are frequently re-formatted version of Mil Std 810. The large
amount of US content in the ITOPS is a concern as it could be argued that ITOPS are a means of foisting US
approaches on European countries. This of course could consequently give US suppliers an unfair
advantage over European suppliers.

Generally the ITOPS were neither state of the art, technically innovative nor did they appear to be particularly
cost effective. The procedures are modestly well written but do not appear to have any underlying strategy or
relationship to any procurement approach. ITOPS appear to have a limited circulation and (apparently by
design) are difficult to obtain. However, no real reason for this can be identified as the majority of the content
of environmental ITOPS are effectively  already publicly available in other standards.

None of the environmental  ITOPS contained aspects which justified recommendation as a European
Defence standard in either full or part.

5.3.5 Interational Defence Procedure STANAG 4370 (NATO)

For the purpose of the work undertaken by Expert Group 8 utilised STANAG 4370 version 3 and its
numerous allied publications (designated AECTP’s in this case). That version is essentially complete but not
yet promulgated by the NSA (Nato Standards Agency).  As such it was the most recently updated of all the
standards reviewed. The NATO STANAG is also the newest of the horizontal standards reviewed been
initiated less than 20 years ago compared to over 30 year of the other standards.

Version 3 of STANAG 4370 contains a significant amount of identifiable content from the UK Def Stan 00-35,
the French GAM EG 13 and the US Mil Std 810. As such it identifiably takes cognisance of a range of
national standards. This is in contrast to some other STANAGs, such as AOP 20 (a “vertical” standard
relating to fuzes identified from the list of vertical environmental testing standards), which are found to be
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almost entirely a copy of a US Mil Std.  It was because of STANAG 4370’s apparent commonality with other
national standards that it was used as the “reference” against which the other standards were compared for
the purpose of this work.

The comparison work has shown that the various individual procedures of STANAG 4370 are either the best
procedure for that type of test, are equally as good as those in other standards or have the potential to
become the preferred procedure. Overall version 3 the STANAG encompasses the most technically
advanced and innovative components of the three national defence standards that it is based upon. The
latest version has achieved a modestly reasonable compromise between the differing US, UK and French
national approaches. In this regard the current version acknowledges European contributions to a far greater
extent than previous versions. However, in some chapters the majority of the content still originates from the
US  Mil Std 810.

The current version of STANAG 4370 is also far better written that the two previous versions. With that said it
is doubtful whether either of those earlier versions would have passed muster, if managed by a professional
national or international standards organisation. Having culled the various national standards the STANAG
does include tests for virtually all defence environments likely to be encountered. In this regard the STANAG
could be said to be much better than any one of its contributing parts.

STANAG 4370 is  supported by a viable environmental management strategy which is broadly consistent
with defence procurement approaches used in the US, UK and France (and in turn is probably consistent
with that of most European countries). However, achieving that consistency was not without significant
compromise and loss of detail. Indeed it is likely that a more tailored strategy could be considered necessary
for specific European Defence Procurement needs. In this regard a merger of the existing UK and French
national strategies may be more applicable.

STANAG 4370 is still highly biased towards supplying advice to establish test severities. In this regard the
majority of the test severity advice is the latest available. However, for European uses this needs some
caution as some of the advice is biased towards US platforms. The STANAG is far less helpful, than the
French or UK standards, in defining environmental conditions which can be used in the design process. This
is of concern for defence systems were the severities are needed for differing purposes such as design,
reliability etc. It is of less or no concern to components or subsystems were more generic levels are the
norm. In this regard quoting Maximum Predicted Environment (also known as Maximum Expected
Environment), as used in the space industry, may be a better approach. Both  MPE & MEE are unfactored
severities allowing the specifier to set out different factors for different purposes and degree of risk.

As a standard, STANAG 437, is not particularly well formatted with guidance relating to the test procedures
not clearly separated from that relating to test severities. Mandatory requirements and guidance information
are not clearly identified and quite a lot of text is repetitious or has no real value. In a number of areas
confusion appears to exist whether the text was intended for the test specifier or the tester. Moreover, the
mandatory requirements of the test procedure are frequently ambiguous and cannot be relied upon to
produce a repeatable test or a result the test specifier can rely upon. The fact that several “vertical”
STANAGs and some ITOPS are finding it necessary to re-write sections of STANAG 4370 in a more
mandatory style is an indication of the current inadequacy. For STANAG 4370 to be used as the common
base for equipment specific “vertical” standards better control is clearly required. In all these regards the
STANAG appears to have inherited some of the bad habits of the Mil Std..

In theory the STANAG is controlled by the NATO organisation. However, in practice that control is almost
entirely vested in the technical group. Little external control appears to occur and circulation for comment
happens only at a very limited level and mostly excluding industry. Overall, the level of control indicated by
the document is nothing like as rigorous as that used in the UK or French military standards and far less than
for commercial standards. The availability of 4370 is, like most STANAGs, patchy but when found is usually
freely available. The NATO/PIP caveat has been noted as causing some problems in certain circumstances.

As already detailed the main deficiency with the STANAG relates to strength of reference. That is currently
the test procedures do not always have sufficient strength and clarity to allow them to be used in contractual
requirements. However, this criticism needs to be put in to context. The procedures are technically sound
and generally the most innovative available. From this strong base the test procedures need to be presented
in a firm, clear, well formatted manner with an unambiguous distinction between guidance information and
the mandatory requirements of the test. This is essentially a control and editorial issue which can relatively
easily be resolved with secretariat support and a rigorous commenting procedure. The Expert Group would
observe that the reverse is not generally the case, a technically weak and out of date procedure cannot be
made good  no matter how much editorial control is imposed.
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Several contributory factors appear to be the root case of the poor strength of reference. The lack of
industrial participation in generating the standards and the narrow distribution used in reviewing the
documents are clearly factors. Another is the absence of the control and secretariat support that
acknowledged professional standards bodies find essential to ensure a consistency of style and format.

The current controlling body, within NATO, for STANAG 4370 is CNAD (Conference of National Armament
Directors). If CNAD are unable or unwilling to supply the necessary control and support to the document then
it may be more appropriate for the STANAG to be taken over by a more able body. The NSA (Nato
Standards Agency) has the aim of becoming a professional standards organisation. That body may be able
to support the existing NATO committee with the necessary control and support. Alternatively, control and
management may be invested with a joint body comprising NATO and an appropriate a European standards
organisation. It is understood that the NSA already have such arrangements.

5.4 Recommendations

The environmental management process is a critical feature of both the procurement and development
strategies used for defence equipment. The process needs to align with the European Defence procurement
strategy and a practised  equipment design and development methodologies. Currently neither the Mil Std
process or the STANAG 4370 AECTP 100 process align with the procurement strategies adopted by many
European countries or that proposed for European Defence procurement. The adoption of the US based
standard for European procurement would, it could be argued, put the European defence industry at a
disadvantage. A similar argument could be made for the NATO standard which also has not withstood the
test of widespread usage. Whilst, the UK or French standards have some shortfalls, together they are far
better than the STANAG 4370 AECTP 100 process. Amalgamation of the French and UK environmental
management processes is entirely viable as they cover similar ground but are aimed at different people.
Amalgamation of the two processes would also allow integration with the proposed European Defence
procurement process.

Much of the previous argument also applies to the process used to develop test severities from in-service
conditions. Whilst, the STANAG and Mil Std standards acknowledge European based approaches they have
not been used to establish many of the fallback severities contained within STANAG 4370. Updating these
severities will take time but such an approach is essential if they are to fully encompass European platforms
(vehicles, aircraft, ships etc), logistics and in-service conditions. The recommendation made above, of
amalgamating the French and UK environmental management processes, would resolve this issue also.

The fallback test severities currently contained in STANAG 4370 are an amalgamation of the fallback
severities commonly used in US, UK, France and Germany. As a starting point for European defence
procurement these fallback severities are recommended. However, to ensure a viable procurement strategy
the ongoing derivation of severities tailored to the required range of European platforms, logistics and in-
service conditions is essential.

This Expert Group has expended significant effort in reviewing the available test procedures contained in the
horizontal standards currently used for the procurement of defence equipment within Europe. As already
indicated the overall recommendation is that the STANAG 4370 procedures are consistently better,
technically innovative and demonstrably incorporate European approaches and methods. The adoption of
the STANAG 4370 procedures would not appear to put European Defence industry at any particular
disadvantage. This notwithstanding changes are urgently required to the way the STANAG is managed and
controlled. This is necessary to bring the STANAG procedures up to the same quality of firmness and
strength of text as other vertical standards. This will probably mean the current management, CNAD, sharing
control with a professional standards organisation.

The Expert Group has also considered a sizeable number of vertical (product) standards which in part
incorporate environmental test procedures. The recommendation of this Expert Group, along with that of
almost all standards organisations, is for the vertical standards to use test procedures available in the
horizontal standards. Very few vertical standards were identified were this would not be viable, preferable
and cost effective. The only area actively identified were this approach was not viable related to space
equipment which normally includes  a handful of tests not encompassed by the horizontal environmental test
standards.
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6. COMPARISON OF STANDARDS

6.1 Review and Comparison of Environmental Management Standards

6.1.1 Standards Under Consideration

The standards reviewed and compared with regard Environmental Management are set out in the following
table.

Matrix Environmental Management Process  vs Procedures

NATO
STANAG 4370

International
EN / IEC

UK
Def Stan

France
GAM-Eg-13 &

CIN EG 1
(Method /

Procedure)

US
 Mil Std 810F

(Test No /
Procedure)

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP
(Test No)

The Environmental
Engineering
Process

AECTP 100 Not Addressed Def-Stan 00-35
Part 1

CIN-EG 01 Mil-Std 810F
Part 1

Not addressed

Environmental
Conditions (either
linked to the life
cycle of the materiel
or otherwise)

AECTP 200
(STANAGs
2895, 2914,

4242 are being
merged in 200)

IEC EN
60721-2

(Natural only)
IEC EN
60721-3

Def-Stan 00-35
Part 4, 5 & 6

GAM-EG13
Annex for

environmental
data

Mil-Std 810F
Part 1 & 2

Mil-Hdbk 310C
(climatic)

Not addressed

Guidelines For
Deriving Test
Profiles (Tailoring)

AECTP 200 Not addressed Def Stan 00-35
Part 4, 5 & 6

CIN EG 1 for
all environment

GAM-EG13
Annex for

mechanical
tests

specifications

Mil Std 810F
(some

elements)

ITOP
1-1-050

‘Fall Back’ Test
Severities

AECTP 300
AECTP 400

IEC EN
60721-4

Def-Stan 00-35
Part 3

Guidance
documents for

specific
applications

(GAM-EG13 A,
B, C, D and E)

Mil-Std 810 F
Part 2

ITOP’s
1-2-601
5-2-506
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 te
st

s 
;

Pa
ck

ag
in

g 
te

st
in

g;
Su

ita
bi

lit
y 

of
 c

lo
th

in
g 

or
 fa

br
ic

 it
em

s 
in

te
nd

ed
 fo

r m
ilit

ar
y 

us
e;

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l s
tre

ss
 s

cr
ee

ni
ng

 (E
SS

) m
et

ho
ds

 a
nd

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s.

D
ef

in
iti

on
s

Li
st

ed
 

in
 

An
ne

x 
C

 
ar

e 
N

AT
O

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

de
fin

iti
on

s 
co

m
pa

re
d 

to
 

na
tio

na
l 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
de

fin
iti

on
s.

 
An

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l D
oc

um
en

ta
tio

n 
Fl

ow
 C

ha
rt 

is
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 A
nn

ex
 D

.
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 D
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ro
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Pr
oc

es
s

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns

M
IL

-S
TD

 8
10

 E
N

VI
R

O
N

M
EN

TA
L 

EN
G

IN
EE

R
IN

G
 C

O
N

SI
D

ER
A

TI
O

N
S 

A
N

D
 L

A
B

O
R

A
TO

R
Y 

TE
ST

S.
P

ur
po

se
.

a.
 

Th
is

 s
ta

nd
ar

d 
co

nt
ai

ns
 m

at
er

ie
l a

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
pr

og
ra

m
 p

la
nn

in
g 

an
d 

en
gi

ne
er

in
g 

di
re

ct
io

n 
fo

r 
co

ns
id

er
in

g 
th

e
in

flu
en

ce
s 

th
at

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l s
tre

ss
es

 h
av

e 
on

 m
at

er
ie

l t
hr

ou
gh

ou
t a

ll 
ph

as
es

 o
f i

ts
 s

er
vi

ce
 li

fe
. I

t i
s 

im
po

rta
nt

 to
no

te
 t

ha
t 

th
is

 d
oc

um
en

t 
do

es
 n

ot
 i

m
po

se
 d

es
ig

n 
or

 t
es

t 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
tio

ns
. 

R
at

he
r, 

it 
de

sc
rib

es
 t

he
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l

ta
ilo

rin
g 

pr
oc

es
s 

th
at

 r
es

ul
ts

 in
 r

ea
lis

tic
 m

at
er

ie
l d

es
ig

ns
 a

nd
 te

st
 m

et
ho

ds
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

m
at

er
ie

l s
ys

te
m

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

. F
ig

ur
e 

1-
1 

su
m

m
ar

iz
es

 th
is

 d
ire

ct
io

n.
b.

 
Th

is
 d

oc
um

en
t 

su
pp

or
ts

 t
he

 f
un

ct
io

ns
 o

f 
th

re
e 

di
ffe

re
nt

 g
ro

up
s 

of
 p

er
so

nn
el

 i
nv

ol
ve

d 
in

 t
he

 m
at

er
ie

l
ac

qu
is

iti
on

 p
ro

ce
ss

. 
E

ac
h 

of
 t

he
se

 g
ro

up
s 

is
 c

rit
ic

al
 t

o 
th

e 
go

al
 o

f 
su

cc
es

sf
ul

ly
 i

nc
or

po
ra

tin
g 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l
co

ns
id

er
at

io
ns

 in
to

 m
at

er
ie

l d
es

ig
n,

 te
st

, a
nd

 e
va

lu
at

io
n.

 A
lth

ou
gh

 e
ac

h 
gr

ou
p 

ha
s 

di
ffe

re
nt

 ta
sk

s 
to

 p
er

fo
rm

, n
on

e
of

 t
he

se
 t

as
ks

 c
an

 b
e 

is
ol

at
ed

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 o

th
er

s 
in

 a
 s

uc
ce

ss
fu

l a
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

pr
og

ra
m

. 
A

s 
sh

ow
n 

on
 f

ig
ur

e 
1-

2,
 t

hi
s

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

is
 in

te
nd

ed
 fo

r t
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g:
(1

) 
M

at
er

ie
l a

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
pr

og
ra

m
 m

an
ag

er
s 

am
on

g 
w

ho
se

 re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

ie
s 

is
 e

ns
ur

in
g 

m
at

er
ie

l w
ill

 fu
nc

tio
n 

as
re

qu
ire

d 
in

 in
te

nd
ed

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l e

nv
iro

nm
en

ts
. (

S
ee

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 4

.1
 b

el
ow

.)
(2

) 
E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l e

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
sp

ec
ia

lis
ts

 (E
E

S
) w

ho
 a

ss
is

t c
om

ba
t a

nd
 m

at
er

ie
l d

ev
el

op
er

s 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e

ac
qu

is
iti

on
 p

ro
ce

ss
 t

o 
ta

ilo
r 

th
ei

r 
m

at
er

ie
l 

de
si

gn
s 

an
d 

te
st

 d
es

ig
ns

 t
o 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
st

re
ss

es
/c

on
st

ra
in

ts
ex

pe
ct

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
m

at
er

ie
l's

 s
er

vi
ce

 li
fe

. (
S

ee
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

 4
.2

 b
el

ow
.)

(3
) 

D
es

ig
n,

 te
st

, a
nd

 e
va

lu
at

io
n 

co
m

m
un

ity
 a

na
ly

st
s,

 e
ng

in
ee

rs
, a

nd
 fa

ci
lit

y 
op

er
at

or
s 

w
ho

 m
ee

t u
se

r n
ee

ds
by

 fo
cu

si
ng

 o
n 

ta
ilo

re
d 

de
si

gn
s 

an
d 

te
st

s.
 (S

ee
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

 4
.3

 b
el

ow
, a

nd
 P

ar
t T

w
o 

of
 th

is
 s

ta
nd

ar
d.

)
A

pp
lic

at
io

n.
Th

e 
ta

ilo
rin

g 
pr

oc
es

s 
de

sc
rib

ed
 i

n 
th

is
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

(i.
e.

, 
sy

st
em

at
ic

al
ly

 c
on

si
de

rin
g 

de
tri

m
en

ta
l 

ef
fe

ct
s 

th
at

 v
ar

io
us

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l f
ac

to
rs

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
on

 a
 s

pe
ci

fic
 m

at
er

ie
l s

ys
te

m
 t

hr
ou

gh
ou

t 
its

 s
er

vi
ce

 li
fe

) 
ap

pl
ie

s 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 t
he

m
at

er
ie

l 
ac

qu
is

iti
on

 
cy

cl
e 

to
 

al
l 

m
at

er
ie

l 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

fo
r 

m
ilit

ar
y 

or
 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

ns
, 

in
cl

ud
in

g
no

nd
ev

el
op

m
en

t i
te

m
 (N

D
I) 

pr
oc

ur
em

en
ts

, p
ro

cu
re

m
en

ts
, o

r m
od

ifi
ca

tio
ns

 o
f A

lli
ed

 s
ys

te
m

s 
or

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t, 

an
d 

co
-

op
er

at
iv

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
w

ith
 o

ne
 o

r m
or

e 
A

lli
ed

 n
at

io
ns

 to
 m

ee
t u

se
r a

nd
 in

te
ro

pe
ra

bi
lit

y 
ne

ed
s 

(D
oD

D
50

00
.1

).
a.

 
P

ar
t 

O
ne

 la
ys

 o
ut

 a
 d

is
ci

pl
in

ed
, 

ta
ilo

re
d 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 f
or

 a
cq

ui
rin

g 
sy

st
em

s 
th

at
 w

ill
 w

ith
st

an
d 

th
e 

st
re

ss
es

 o
f

cl
im

at
ic

, 
sh

oc
k 

an
d 

vi
br

at
io

n 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
 t

ha
t 

th
ey

 e
xp

ec
t 

to
 s

ee
 i

n 
th

ei
r 

se
rv

ic
e 

liv
es

. 
Th

e 
ba

si
c 

pr
oc

es
s 

fo
r

ac
qu

iri
ng

 m
at

er
ie

l t
ha

t s
at

is
fie

s 
us

er
s'

 n
ee

ds
 fr

om
 th

is
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l e

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
vi

ew
po

in
t i

s 
at

 fi
gu

re
 1

-1
.

b.
 

P
ar

t 
Tw

o 
al

so
 i

s 
an

 i
nt

eg
ra

l 
pa

rt 
of

 t
he

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
ta

ilo
rin

g 
pr

oc
es

s.
 I

t 
co

nt
ai

ns
 t

ai
lo

rin
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l s
tre

ss
 d

at
a,

 a
nd

 la
bo

ra
to

ry
 t

es
t 

m
et

ho
ds

. 
Th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l d

at
a 

co
nt

ai
ne

d 
in

 t
he

 m
et

ho
ds

 m
ay

he
lp

, b
ut

 s
ho

ul
d 

no
t b

e 
us

ed
 e

xc
lu

si
ve

ly
, t

o 
de

fin
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l s
tre

ss
es

 th
at

 m
at

er
ie

l w
ill

 e
nc

ou
nt

er
 th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 it
s

se
rv

ic
e 

lif
e.

 T
hi

s 
w

ill
 h

el
p 

en
gi

ne
er

s 
to

 ta
ilo

r a
na

ly
se

s 
an

d 
te

st
s 

to
 s

pe
ci

fic
 m

at
er

ie
l a

nd
 it

s 
de

fin
ed

 li
fe

 c
yc

le
. I

t i
s 

no
t

va
lid

 to
 c

al
l o

ut
 a

ll 
of

 th
e 

m
et

ho
ds

 in
 th

is
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

in
 a

 b
la

nk
et

 fa
sh

io
n 

fo
r a

 m
at

er
ie

l s
ys

te
m

; n
or

 is
 it

 v
al

id
, o

nc
e 

a
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Pr
oc

es
s

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns

m
et

ho
d 

is
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
, 

to
 r

eg
ar

d 
th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

st
re

ss
 d

at
a,

 t
es

t 
cr

ite
ria

, 
an

d 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 i
n 

th
e

m
et

ho
d 

as
 u

na
lte

ra
bl

e.
c.

 
G

ui
da

nc
e 

an
d 

te
st

 m
et

ho
ds

 o
f t

hi
s 

st
an

da
rd

 a
re

 in
te

nd
ed

 to
:

D
ef

in
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l s
tre

ss
 s

eq
ue

nc
es

, d
ur

at
io

ns
, a

nd
 le

ve
ls

 o
f m

at
er

ie
l l

ife
 c

yc
le

s.
(1

) 
B

e 
us

ed
 to

 d
ev

el
op

 a
na

ly
si

s 
an

d 
te

st
 c

rit
er

ia
 ta

ilo
re

d 
to

 th
e 

m
at

er
ie

l a
nd

 it
s 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l l
ife

 c
yc

le
.

(2
) 

E
va

lu
at

e 
m

at
er

ie
l p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 w

he
n 

ex
po

se
d 

to
 a

 li
fe

 c
yc

le
 o

f e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l s
tre

ss
es

.
Id

en
tif

y 
de

fic
ie

nc
ie

s,
 s

ho
rtc

om
in

gs
, a

nd
 d

ef
ec

ts
 in

 m
at

er
ie

l d
es

ig
n,

 m
at

er
ia

ls
, 

m
an

uf
ac

tu
rin

g 
pr

oc
es

se
s,

 p
ac

ka
gi

ng
te

ch
ni

qu
es

, a
nd

 m
ai

nt
en

an
ce

 m
et

ho
ds

.

D
EF

-S
TA

N
 0

0-
35

 E
N

VI
R

O
N

M
EN

TA
L 

H
A

N
D

B
O

O
K

 F
O

R
 D

EF
EN

C
E 

M
A

TE
R

IE
L 

Pa
rt

 1
Th

e 
gu

id
an

ce
 a

nd
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
co

nt
ai

ne
d 

in
 th

is
 S

ta
nd

ar
d 

is
 s

tru
ct

ur
ed

 to
 c

ov
er

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l c
on

di
tio

ns
 th

at
 a

re
re

le
va

nt
 to

 th
e 

co
m

pl
et

e 
lif

e 
of

 a
n 

ite
m

 o
f d

ef
en

ce
 m

at
er

ie
l; 

i.e
. f

ro
m

 le
av

in
g 

its
 p

la
ce

 o
f m

an
uf

ac
tu

re
 to

 th
e 

en
d 

of
its

 S
er

vi
ce

 u
se

 o
r d

is
po

sa
l. 

N
ev

er
th

el
es

s,
 th

is
 S

ta
nd

ar
d 

ca
nn

ot
 b

e 
ex

pe
ct

ed
 to

 b
e 

ex
ha

us
tiv

e 
in

 it
s 

tre
at

m
en

t o
f a

ll
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
, s

om
e 

of
 w

hi
ch

 r
eq

ui
re

 c
on

si
de

ra
bl

y 
de

ta
ile

d 
an

al
ys

is
 b

ef
or

e 
th

ey
 c

an
 b

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ris

ed
 e

ffe
ct

iv
el

y.
Th

e 
de

pt
h 

of
 tr

ea
tm

en
t f

or
 s

om
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ts

 o
r 

re
la

te
d 

m
at

te
r 

m
ay

 h
av

e 
be

en
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
av

ai
la

bi
lit

y 
of

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 th

e 
su

bj
ec

t, 
in

 c
on

ju
nc

tio
n 

w
ith

 it
s 

im
po

rta
nc

e 
in

 th
e 

lig
ht

 o
f c

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l e
ng

in
ee

rin
g

pr
ob

le
m

s.
 A

lth
ou

gh
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ts
 a

nd
 t

he
ir 

ef
fe

ct
s 

ar
e 

co
ve

re
d 

in
 s

om
e 

de
ta

il 
in

 t
hi

s 
S

ta
nd

ar
d,

 m
et

ho
ds

 f
or

m
in

im
is

in
g 

de
gr

ad
at

io
n 

of
 

pe
rfo

rm
an

ce
 

or
 

re
lia

bi
lit

y 
ar

e 
on

ly
 

sp
ec

ifi
ca

lly
 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
in

 
P

ar
t 

4 
fo

r 
na

tu
ra

l
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
.

Th
e 

gu
id

an
ce

 c
on

ta
in

ed
 in

 th
is

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
co

ve
rs

 a
ny

 m
et

ho
d 

of
 p

ro
cu

re
m

en
t h

av
in

g 
an

 in
flu

en
ce

 o
n 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l
en

gi
ne

er
in

g 
an

d 
te

st
in

g 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
tw

o 
ex

tre
m

es
 g

iv
en

 b
el

ow
:

a)
   

 T
he

 p
ro

cu
re

m
en

t a
ut

ho
rit

y 
sp

ec
ifi

es
 th

e 
ho

st
 p

la
tfo

rm
s,

 th
e 

re
gi

on
s 

of
 th

e 
w

or
ld

 fo
r o

pe
ra

tio
na

l u
se

, a
nd

 th
e

m
od

es
 o

f t
ra

ns
po

rt 
an

d 
st

or
ag

e.
 In

 th
is

 c
as

e 
th

e 
su

pp
lie

r 
is

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

an
d 

ve
rif

y 
th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l

co
nd

iti
on

s,
 a

nd
 to

 s
el

ec
t a

nd
 c

on
du

ct
 th

e 
re

le
va

nt
 te

st
s.

b)
   

Th
e 

pr
oc

ur
em

en
t a

ut
ho

rit
y 

sp
ec

ifi
es

 th
e 

re
le

va
nt

 te
st

 m
et

ho
ds

 to
 b

e 
co

nd
uc

te
d,

 to
ge

th
er

 w
ith

 th
e 

as
so

ci
at

ed
te

st
 s

ev
er

iti
es

 c
ov

er
in

g,
 fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e,
 te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
, p

re
ss

ur
e,

 h
um

id
ity

, v
ib

ra
tio

n 
an

d 
sh

oc
k 

co
nd

iti
on

s.
 In

 th
es

e
ci

rc
um

st
an

ce
s 

th
e 

pr
oc

ur
em

en
t a

ut
ho

rit
y 

is
 re

sp
on

si
bl

e 
fo

r t
he

 d
ef

in
iti

on
 o

f t
he

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l c
on

di
tio

ns
.

In
 a

dd
iti

on
 th

is
 S

ta
nd

ar
d 

pr
ov

id
es

 g
ui

da
nc

e 
on

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l e
ng

in
ee

rin
g 

as
pe

ct
s 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
pr

oc
ur

em
en

t
of

 "O
ff 

th
e 

sh
el

f" 
m

at
er

ie
l.

Th
e 

gu
id

an
ce

 c
on

ta
in

ed
 in

 th
is

 S
ta

nd
ar
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 b
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in

g 
an

d 
lo

gi
st

ic
s 

re
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l r
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ra
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) f
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ee
 4

-6
).

(c
)  

Th
e 

po
ss

ib
le

 a
dv

er
se

 e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 c

lim
at

ic
 c
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 b
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P
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 b
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 b
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A
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ch
ap
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 c
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l c
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 d
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l c
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 c
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m
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 c
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 c
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e 
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 d
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 c
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e 

id
en

tif
ic

at
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at
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 b
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 r
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 d
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l c
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t c
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l c
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 c
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 b
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 c
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at
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ut
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te
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ne

ra
l g

ui
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, M
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an
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pl

y 
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 re
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s 

w
hi

ch
 e

xp
er

ie
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e 
tro
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ca

l o
r t

em
pe

ra
te

 c
on

di
tio

ns
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sp
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tiv
el
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hi
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 M
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ep
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se
nt
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of

 a
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nd
iti

on
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Th
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hi
gh

es
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te
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re
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bl
y 

re
co

rd
ed

 in
 t

he
 lo

ca
tio

n 
of

 v
ar
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 c
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Th
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m
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 d
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 d
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 c
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l c
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 b
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 p
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 c
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 d
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 d
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at
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 d
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 d
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d 
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 c
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 c
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 b
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 c
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 c
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 p
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l c
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f m
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 c
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 b
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ar
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at
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 b
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6.1.3 Technical  Comparison

6.1.3.1 The Environmental Engineering Process.

The inclusion of information in standards on how to conduct the environmental engineering process within a
overall design and procurement programme for defence systems, is a relatively new. It originates from the
growing strategy of passing responsibility and risk to the system supplier of ensuring the equipment works In-
service.

Although the Environmental Engineering process is designated as Part 1 of UK Def Stan 00-35, it was
included several years after many of the test procedures and environmental severities had been published.
The current environmental engineering process in Def Stan 00-35 was written in the early 1990’s and is
intended to align with the defence material design process used in the UK. The process sets out to
demonstrate the  equivalence in terms of documents and processes between the environmental engineering
process and the design process. Part 1 sets out an overall idealised process which can be used under
almost any procurement approach. It then indicates has this can be tailored into four different procurement
strategies. These four strategies encompass  the core approaches used for the vast majority of defence
equipment procurement. Advice on the risks and responsibilities associated with each of these four
strategies is set out. Although the standard explains the process by means of documentation, it concedes
the titles of these documents may change from procurement to procurement and also environmental
documentation may be incorporated into general design process documentation. Although Part 1 of Def Stan
00-35 sets out the management process it does not supply advice on how to implement strategies and
programmes. That aspect is currently in preparation and is to incorporated into Def Stan 00-35 Part 2.

The French military standard CIN EG01 sets out guidelines for accounting for the environment in military
programmes. This document was issued relatively recently in 1999 and is founded on earlier work which
set out the technical aspects of how to implement strategies and programmes. That is the order of the work
was directly reversed from that adopted by the UK. As a consequence of this  CIN EG01 is far more
extensive than the Def Stan and contains considerably more information on how to implement the process
than does the UK document. In this regard the CIN EG01 and the Def Stan appear to be aimed at different
people. Intrinsically the two processes are not actually that different, they are both based upon ensuring the
defence system is able to operate in the service environment and go through the same five stages of
establishing a requirement, formulating a strategy, defining the tasks and work programme, undertake the
task and demonstrate compliance. The French military standard CIN EG01 implements a single process
but does not explain how this can be used for different procurement strategies. But  CIN EG 1  has some
features which are unique , such as:

- description of  the environmental engineering tasks relative to each phase of a development
programme

- the validation process makes the distinction between the technical functions and the service
functions

the variabilities of the product resistance to the environment on one hand and of the field environment on the
other hand  are considered via the uncertainty and the test factors

The US Mil Std 810F sets out an environmental management process that is based upon versions adopted
in earlier version of the standard. The process is comprehensive but does not align with either the UK or
French approaches. This seems to be because the Mil Std process is very much related to the US defence
procurement strategies in which a lot of pre-service environmental testing and assurance is frequently done
by DOD agencies rather than the supplier. The Mil Std environmental management process is very much
built around documentation which does not appear to be particularly flexible. Indeed experience would
suggest it is often not adopted by US defence equipment suppliers.

The environmental management process of STANAG 4370 AECTP 100 is intended as hybrid of US and
European approaches. However, it effectively sets up yet another process which complies with none in
national European use. It also does not appear to be particularly flexible and has not stood the test of real
usage.

Neither the Mil Std process or the STANAG 4370 AECTP 100 process  align with the procurement process
that is adopted by many European countries. Nor does it necessarily align with that proposed for European
Defence procurement. The adoption of the US standard for European procurement would, it could be
argued, put the European defence industry at a disadvantage. A similar argument could be made for the
NATO standard which has also not stood the test of extensive usage. Although neither the UK DEF STAN
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0035 part 1 or French  CIN EG 1  have shortfalls, together, they are far and away better than the STANAG
4370 AECTP 100 process. Amalgamation of the French and UK environmental management processes is
entirely viable as they cover similar ground but are aimed at different people. Amalgamation of the two
processes would also allow integration with the European Defence procurement process.

6.1.3.2 Environmental Conditions

Since the early 1980’s it has become the norm to use environmental test severities based upon in-service
conditions. When this approach was first initiated it necessitated many data collection exercise. However,
since then it has become common to include environmental conditions in Environmental standards.
Environmental conditions can be broadly divided into two groups, those which describe the natural
environment and those which describe the conditions self induced by defence equipment. Descriptions of the
world-wide natural environment should have a degree of commonality to all countries and equipment.
Conversely, the induced environments are likely to be unique to a particular platform and consequently
country and equipment specific. This notwithstanding some platforms are used by several countries and
anyway similar platforms exhibit similarities. Moreover, common methods of transport of defence equipment
is frequently a necessity.

Natural climatic conditions are described in a number of standards. These are generally reference
documents indicating the extent and likelihood of world-wide natural conditions. Generally, the most
commonly referenced values relate to the temperature and humidity conditions occurring world-wide. Also of
common concern are the occurrence of sand & dust, salt atmosphere, rain, ice snow etc.

The UK Def Stan 00-35 Part 4 presents an extensive description of natural conditions based upon UK
Meteorological Office records. Part 4 of Def Stan 00-35 is extensively based upon information the earlier Def
Stan 07-55 and its use has a significant historical base in the UK. Generally, each section in Part 4
addresses a separate natural environment. Each section comprises two chapters the first presenting data
from the Meteorological Office records and the second offering advice on how this can be used in defence
equipment design. The temperature and humidity distribution maps included in Part 4 are essentially based
on 1 in 1000 occurrence and have recently been updated (but the maps are still unpublished) by professional
meteorological staff. The revision has utilised the forecasting meteorological office database which has
considerably more measurements in terms of both location and samples than the historical bases used by
some standards.

The actual meteorological data presented in UK Def Stan 00-35 Part 4 was also the base for the information
contained in STANAG 2895. This STANAG is relatively well known as it is intended to be incorporated in
STANAG 4370 AECTP 200. It is observed that STANAG 2895 has proven difficult to obtain in the past but
now appears to be available from the NATO website. Although containing the same information as the UK
Def Stan 00-35 Part 4 the STANAG is generally acknowledged as much easier to use and understand
(hence the revision of the Def Stan).

GAM EG 13 “ environmental data and models” also contains natural climatic information which is grouped in
a similar manner. The data appears to be based upon French meteorological data, as a consequence, some
differences are apparent but they are generally not that great. As was the case in the previous two cases, the
extreme temperature and temperature/ humidity conditions are presented in map form. Unlike a lot of GAM
EG 13, the climatic conditions are only available in French and this has limited NATO adoption.

In the US natural climatic information is contained in Mil Std 310 (and previously 210). Again this is laid out in
a similar manner to he other standards. In this case the data presented are mostly extreme conditions and
do not appear to be based upon the same level of detailed information as the STANAG / Def Stan or GAM
EG documents.

It would be reasonable to assume that natural climatic information is not limited to defence standards and
that civil standards would present similar information. That is the case with IEC / EN 60721 Part 2 presenting
information on the natural environment. However, the information is notably less extensive than that
presented in the defence standards. Whilst, the extreme temperature and temperature/ humidity conditions
are presented in map form, the criteria used to create these is unclear. The maps are quite different to those
of the STANAG / Def Stan and appear to be based upon considerably courser information. The information
in IEC / EN 60721 Part 2 was last reviewed over15 years ago although currently a programme of revision is
underway. That revision only has access to historical database information only and operates without a
budget or professional meteorological expertise. As  consequence, it seems unlikely that the current revision
will produce a result anything like as good as the defence standards.
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Of the information on the natural climatic environment, that contained in STANAG 2895 (and shortly to be
included in STANAG 4370 AECTP200) appears to be the most widely adopted both in NATO and Europe. It
is based upon high resolution UK Meteorological information for world-wide conditions. The UK has updated
their own document and hence the STANAG using funded meteorological expertise.  It seems unlikely that
any other defence or civil standard will approach the quality of the STANAG for sometime to come.

Information on induced environmental conditions is contained within a number of national and international
standards. A large majority of this information on induced environmental conditions relates to mechanical
conditions which are in turn relates to the particular platforms and methods of operation in use in individual
countries. As a consequence commonality of induced environmental conditions is unlikely to be achieved by
standards except at a generic level. Even when it is the case that the same platform and method of operation
is used in several countries, the resultant description and derived test severity may vary. This is because
different countries may adopt different methods and factors in the derivation of environmental descriptions
and test severities. As the method of derivation can be significant that aspect is addressed separately in the
next section. As a consequence of these issues the view of the Expert Group has been that direct
comparison of severities would not be viable or meaningful, nor would any recommendation on induced
environmental conditions. Nevertheless the following paragraphs are offered for general information.

Although IEC / EN 60721 Part 2 contains information on the natural environment no information is given at all
on induced environmental conditions. IEC / EN 60721 Part 3 contains quantitative information on
environmental conditions for a variety of conditions, no descriptive information is supplied. Moreover, the
categories for which the quantitative information is supplied are broad, only vaguely defined and frequently
considered out of date. The quantitative information itself is very coarsely specified and set out in  the form of
test severities rather than environmental descriptions. Overall IEC / EN 60721 Part 3 contains the sort of
information that was common in the 1960’s and 70’s but which has not been used for anything but minor
defence procurement since the 1980’s. Most vertical civil standards which use IEC / EN 60068 test
procedures specify their own severities rather than adopt those of IEC / EN 60721 Part 3.

The US national standard Mil-Std 810F Part 2 contains more information on induced environmental
conditions than did the earlier versions. However, most of the information is by way of illustration rather than
a deliberate intent to specify environmental conditions. Mostly, Mil-Std 810F Part 2 contains fall back test
severities which may be based upon actual in-service data. Not only is the method of transformation not
generally specified, but different approaches are used for different environments. Some of the in-service
environments are unique to US platforms and a few worst of the cases represent platforms no longer in-
service use.

The French national standard GAM-EG13 contains an annex for induced environmental data. This supplies
sample information for a good range of platforms in common use by the French military for a range of in-
service conditions. Similarly the UK Def Stan 00-35 Parts 5 and 6 contains information on induced
environmental for mechanical and climatic conditions respectively. Again the standard contains a range of
sample information for a good range of platforms in common use by the UK military for a range of in-service
conditions.

The NATO standard STANAG 4370 AECTP 200 contains extensive information on induced environments.
The base for the induced environments seems to be Part 5 and 6 of UK Def Stan 00-35. However,
contributions from the French GAM and the US Mil Std can be identified.  Overall AECTP 200 is strongly
biased towards European information. Moreover,  the AECTP 200 document appears to contain both the
most recent and extensive information on environmental conditions. Any such information database is
unlikely to be comprehensive and in this case notable absence of data exist from a number of major
European countries who manufacture defence equipment.

6.1.3.3 Guidelines For Deriving Test Profiles (Tailoring).

The strategy of deriving test severities from In-service has lead to the need to supply guidance information
on methods for the deriving test severities from measured In-service data. This information is mostly by way
of guidelines as no single set of procedures has been found to be applicable in all circumstances. As no
consensus exists as to appropriate methods it is unlikely that any real recommendation is possible. The
following indicates the information available.

CIN EG 1 gives how to tailor disregarding the type of environment , but without presenting the details of
operation when they are specific for a type of environment. GAM-EG13 contains a technical annex supplying
extensive guidelines on the derivation of test severities for mechanical environments. This technical annex
proposes a few generic method  which can be consistently applied to the vast majority of in-service
conditions. For those methods comprehensive guidelines are supplied which champion a number of novel
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methods. In this regard the French national standard GAM-EG13 has demonstrated significant technical
innovation.

The UK defense standard Def Stan 00-35 presents extensive information on the conditions and mechanisms
causing many induced environments. Understanding the conditions causing the environments is considered
an essential precursor to the use of any test derivation process. The Def Stan also includes some guidelines
on the derivation of test severities but these are neither comprehensive, modern  or particularly innovative.

Mil Std 810F contains relatively few guidelines on the derivation of test severities and mostly these relate to
specific test types. It does make reference to a fair number of reports. The guidelines that are contained in
the Mil Std are mostly derived from those reports although the information is not always well or consistently
extracted.

International Test Operating Procedure ITOP 1-1-050 is a Quadripartite agreement between US, UK, F &
DE. This particular ITOP is entitled “The development of Laboratory Vibration Test Schedules”. It effectively
presents the method used to derive the vehicle vibration test severities contained in Mil Std 810. It sets out
the type of (US) test track used and results for a number of individual US vehicles. It also presents a lot of
information on basic vibration & shock analysis. However, apart from the one method, it does not expand this
basic textbook information to encompass any other test severity derivation methods. The vehicle test
derivation method presented is one of two used in Mil Std 810 (the other is entirely different) and it is rarely
used in Europe. In short the ITOP is little more than a supporting document for the Mil Std and is not
consistent with European practice. Like many of the environmental ITOPS this has almost no discernible
European content and relates entirely to US practice. As such it could be argued that it puts European
defence system suppliers at a disadvantage.

Stanag 4370 AECTP 200 contains limited guidelines on the derivation of test severities. This is essentially a
summary of guidelines presented in the French GAM, the UK Def Stan and supporting  papers referenced in
the in US Mil Std. For an overview of potential methods the STANAG is quite useful,  although users who are
attempting to implement these methods are unlikely to find the STANAG particularly helpful. Nevertheless as
a starting point the STANAG is recommended.

6.1.3.4 ‘Fall Back’ Test Severities.

Historically all environmental test procedures contained related test severities. However, over the last two
decades these have been replaced by a strategy of deriving tests based upon intended In-service use. As a
consequence the severities remaining attached to the test severities are intended only for use when no
information is available or when the item may be used in many platforms (typically COTS and MOTS items).
Mostly use of these fallback severities is intended to  be limited to small items, subsystems or components.
Many of the remaining test severities are relatively rudimentary and are frequently intended for use on the
most basic test equipment.
The test procedures of Def-Stan 00-35 Part 3 mostly have fallback test severities appended. Some
procedures also contain guidance on these severities. However, the majority of the guidance is in Parts 4, 5
and 6. The severities are mostly historical and have a long track record. With that said they have all been
reviewed for applicability at reasonable intervals. The severities indicate backward compatibility has been
considered. Whilst, the fallback severities have a degree of commonality with other specifications, overall
they are not precisely equivalent with other standards.

The second part of GAM EG 13 addresses the fall back levels . They are split in 5 documents, in function
of the sector which is concerned :

- GAM EG 13 A for army
- GAM EG 13 B for air force
- GAM EG 13 C for navy
- GAM EG 13 D for missiles
- GAM EG 13 E for ground equipments ( non board ) . These fall back levels were established under

the responsibility of each service, except ground equipment which are multi services.
The above fall back levels haven’t been updated from the original issue and are now superseded by
STANAG 4370 AECTP200 except  for air force (not including aero transport)  where DO160 is recommended
When STANAG 4370 AECTP200 are not covering the need , GAM EG 13 A,  C and D are still applicable.
For aero transport , GAM EG 13 B remains applicable when AECTP200 is not covering.
The test procedures of GAM-EG13 also have fallback test severities appended. Again the severities are
mostly historical and have a long track record. Until recently they were all reviewed for applicability at
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reasonable intervals. The severities indicate backward compatibility has been considered. Whilst, the
fallback severities have a degree of commonality with other specifications, overall they are not precisely
equivalent with other standards.

The test procedures of Mil-Std 810F again contain have test severities. Although a few of these have a long
track record, others have changed markedly as the various revisions of 810. Backward compatibility does not
seem to have been a strong driver in those that have changed. Whilst, the fallback severities have a degree
of commonality with other specifications, overall they are not precisely equivalent with other standards.

A significant proportion of the test procedures of STANAG 4370, specifically the AECTP 300 and 400 series,
relates to fallback severities. Indeed the amount of information frequently swamps that the procedure itself
resulting in a marked loss of firmness of statement. Generally, the fallback severities are based upon the UK
Defence standard, the French GAM and the US Mil Std. In some cases a single fallback severity
recommendation results. However, in other a compromise approach of presenting several options is
adopted. Although it is intended that the STANAG fallback severities will be broadly implemented, at the
moment, it is difficult to identify which severities are used in different countries. It has been argued that in
combining the various national requirements, a test schedule more extensive can result than is required by a
national defence procurement authority. In this regard the STANAG fallback severities may be resulting in
more expensive programmes than is necessary. If the STANAG 4370 fallback severities are adopted for
European defence procurement some rubbing off of the gold plating may need to be considered.

International Test Operating Procedures (ITOP’s) 1-2-601 & 5-2-506 present fallback shock severities for
missiles and vibration severities for wheeled & tracked vehicles as well as the Apache helicopter. All of these
are based upon US fallback test severities and were derived using a US procedure not usually considered
adequate in Europe. The severities are at odds with the European national standards as well as the
STANAG. As is the case for many of the ITOPS considered these ITOPs  could be considered to strongly
favour the US defence industry over the European defence industry.

As already indicated IEC / EN 60721 Part 3 contains quantitative information on environmental conditions for
a variety of conditions. However, a review around 8 years ago indicated a significant number of
discrepancies between this document and the test severities set out in the various test procedures of IEC /
EN 60068. To resolve these inconsistencies, IEC / EN 60721 Part 4 was generated to recommend a
resolution for each Part 3 category. IEC / EN 60721 Part 4 is set out as a series of test schedules for some
notional electro-mechanical  equipment.  As was the case for Part 3 the environmental categories for which
test severities are supplied, the categories used are very broad and frequently considered out of line with
current commercial (and military) practice. The actual test severities are very rudimentary, out of date and
appears to make undefined sweeping assumptions about life cycle (in-service) usage. IEC / EN 60721 Part 4
is based very much on the test definitions of the type common in the 1960’s and 70’s, an approach which is
no longer used for defence procurement for two decades.  Vertical civil standards which use IEC / EN 60068
test procedures mostly specify their own severities rather than adopt those of IEC / EN 60721 Part 3 or 4.

Overall the fallback test severities embedded in the STANAG 4370 test procedures of AECTP 300 & 400
contain the most comprehensive array of fallback severities. In the near future these are likely to be
embedded into the remaining European national procedures. As a consequence the STANAG fallback
severities are likely to become a European standard without any recommendations from this Expert Group.
Nevertheless a consequence of combining the various national requirements is potentially test schedules
more extensive than required. If the STANAG 4370 fallback severities are adopted for European defence
procurement then a strategy for limiting the test schedules may result in acceptable cost savings. .
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6.1.4 Conclusions

A summary of the recommendations is shown in the table below which is expanded in the following
paragraphs.

Summary of Recommendations for Environmental Management & Severity Procedures

NATO
STANAG 4370

AECTP

International
EN / IEC
60068 &
60721

UK
Def Stan

00-35

France
GAM-EG-13

CIN EG 1

US
 Mil Std 810F

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP

The
Environmental
Engineering
Process

Set out in
AECTP 100

No equivalent
Procedure

Jointly Recommended
preferably in a merged form

Set out in
 Part 1

No equivalent
Procedure

Environmental
Conditions

STANAG 2895
Recommended
for both natural

climatic and
Induced

conditions.

60721 Pt 2
contains
Natural

Environmental
information

STANAG
2895 based

upon Def Stan

Annex
environmental

data and
models

Climatic
information in
Mil Std 331

No equivalent
Procedure

Guidelines For
Deriving Test
Profiles
(Tailoring)

Recommended
as a good
overview

No equivalent
Procedure

Both contain information on
different methods. In a

combined form would constitute
a better document than

STANAG

Embedded
within

Procedures

Limited scope

‘Fall Back’
Test Severities

Recommended Severities exist all documents

6.1.4.1 The Environmental Engineering Process.

Neither the Mil Std process or the STANAG 4370 AECTP 100 process  align with the procurement process
that is adopted by many European countries. Nor does it necessarily align with that proposed for European
Defence procurement. The adoption of the US standard for European procurement would, it could be
argued, put the European defence industry at a disadvantage. A similar argument could be made for the
NATO standard which has also not stood the test of extensive usage. Although neither the UK or French
standards have shortfalls, together, they are far and away better than the STANAG 4370 AECTP 100
process. Amalgamation of the French and UK environmental management processes is entirely viable as
they cover similar ground but are aimed at different people. Amalgamation of the two processes would also
allow integration with the European Defence procurement process.

6.1.4.2 Environmental Conditions.

Information on the natural climatic environment is presented in national defence standards from the UK,
France and the US as well as the civil standard IEC / EN 60721 Part 2. ,Information contained in STANAG
2895 (and shortly to be included in STANAG 4370 AECTP200) is based upon that in the UK Def Stan, but is
better presented and more usable. The STANAG has existed for some time and appears to be widely
adopted both in NATO and Europe. It is based upon high resolution UK Meteorological information for world-
wide conditions. The UK has updated their own document and hence the STANAG using funded
meteorological expertise. The information in the defence standards is markedly different from that in IEC /
EN 60721 Part 2 which is much course no identifiable documented underlying criteria.  It seems unlikely that
any other defence or civil standard will approach the quality of the STANAG for sometime to come.  As a
consequence STANAG 2895 is recommended for information on the natural environment.

Currently the NATO standard STANAG 4370 AECTP 200 contains the most extensive information on
induced environments and encompasses platforms from a number of countries. It encompasses identifiable
data from both the UK and French national standards and is strongly biased towards European originated
data. For these reasons this document is recommended.  However, this document is far from a
comprehensive compilation of induced environmental conditions nor is it likely to be for some time.
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6.1.4.3 Guidelines For Deriving Test Profiles (Tailoring).

Stanag 4370 AECTP 200 contains limited guidelines on the derivation of test severities. The content is
essentially a summary of extensive guidelines presented in the French CIN EG 1 and GAM EG 13 and the
UK Def Stan 0035  as well as supporting  papers referenced in the in US Mil Std810. For an overview of
potential methods the STANAG is quite useful,  although users who are attempting to implement these
methods are unlikely to find the STANAG authoritative. Nevertheless as a starting point the STANAG is
recommended.

6.1.4.4 ‘Fall Back’ Test Severities.

Overall the fallback test severities embedded in the STANAG 4370 test procedures of AECTP 300 & 400
contain the most comprehensive array of fallback severities. In the near future these are likely to be
embedded into the remaining European national procedures. As a consequence the STANAG fallback
severities are likely to become a European standard without any recommendations from this Expert Group.
Nevertheless a consequence of combining the various national requirements is potentially test schedules
more extensive than required. If the STANAG 4370 fallback severities are adopted for European defence
procurement then a strategy for limiting the test schedules may result in acceptable cost savings.
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6.2 Review and Comparison of Vibration Test Methods

6.2.1 Standards Under Consideration

The standards reviewed and compared with regard vibration inducing test methods are set out in the
following table.

Matrix Environmental Test Methods vs Standards

NATO
STANAG

4370 AECTP
(Method No)

International
EN / IEC

60068 Part 2
(60068-2-xx)

UK
Def Stan 00-

35 Part 3
(Chapter /

test)

US
 Mil Std 810F

(Test No /
Procedure)

France
GAM-Eg-13
(Method /

Procedure)

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP
(Test No)

Vibration 401 6
57
59
64
80

2-01 / M1

2-02 / M2

514 1st Part
methods 41,

42

2-2-808
1-2-601
1-1-050

Gunfire 405 Included in
general
vibration

procedures

519 Included in
general
vibration

procedures

Acoustic Tests
(Incl. combined
with temperature
& vibration)

402

413

65 2-08 / M8
2-09 / M9

2-10 / M10

515

523

1st Part
method 48

Buffet Vibration 420 Encompassed in general vibration
procedures

Multi - Exciter
Vibration

421
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6.2.3 Technical  Comparison

6.2.3.1 Vibration Test Procedures

The general vibration test in UK national defence standard Def Stan 00-35, the two tests in the French
national standard GAM EG 13 and two basic vibration tests in the commercial standard EN / IEC 60068
display a distinct common base.  However, the point of commonality appears to be some time in the early
1970’s.

The original UK Def Stan vibration tests were based upon the tests in  BS2011 which was in turn a copy of
the IEC 60068 procedures. The original two tests were augmented for military use in the late 1970’s and
amended to allow the use of digital control equipment. A decade later the original two tests, one
encompassing sine sweep vibration testing the other random vibration testing,  were combined into a single
test procedure. Further additions were made to allow its use for military applications. Those modifications
added new procedures that had become commercially available and formalised the method to allow
controlled response testing which had become commonly adopted. The modifications also tightened
tolerances to improve repeatability. However, even with these extensive changes the procedure made a
declared effort to ensure backward compatibility with EN / IEC 60068. Essentially a limited portion of the
procedure viz. for basic sine and random tests using single point controlled input,  the procedure was entirely
compatible with EN / IEC 60068. The UK Def Stan had to adopt its own approach for more complicated tests
simply because they were not encompassed by the EN / IEC 60068 tests.

The French GAM EG 13 follows a similar development history to the UK Def Stan excepting that the original
vibration tests and the original IEC 60068 tests were developed in parallel with significant overlap and
interaction between the two. As a consequence the two groups of test procedures originally had
considerable commonality. Although over the years the GAM EG13 test procedures have been augmented
for military use and to accommodate commercial advances in test control capabilities. The French GAM still
includes separate test procedures for sine and random but the pressure to advance the procedures for
military use are apparent  and seem identical to those in the UK.

In the early 1970’s the commercial standard EN / IEC 60068 included vibration test procedures that were as
good as any available. However, since then they have continually lagged behind advances in test control
technology. The random test switched to a procedure for digital control systems almost a decade after the
UK, French and US military standards. Currently IEC 60068 are developing a new vibration test procedure
for “mixed mode” testing (sine on random, narrow band on random etc). After 5 years work that procedure is
still not published even though similar procedures were available in the UK Def Stan test and the US Mil Std
810 at the end of the 1980’s. Currently, the vibration testing of a large number of defence systems would not
be viable using only the procedures in EN / IEC 60068. This not withstanding the procedure of EN / IEC
60068 are adequate for small component and sub-assembly tests. Moreover, for COTS equipment the test
procedure of EN / IEC 60068, or more commonly derivatives called in product (vertical) standards, are often
adopted.

Unlike the tests so far reviewed the US vibration test procedure of Mil Std 810 has no apparent commonality
with any international standard. Every re-issue of Mil Std 810 appears to frequently make significant changes
to the vibration test procedures this has generally accommodated commercial advances in test control
capabilities. Unfortunately, these advances are frequently not backward compatible with earlier versions or
indeed compatible with any other standard. Additionally in recent times the text of the Mil Std 810 procedures
have become less firmly written and consequently they are no longer particularly good at ensuring
repeatability of testing. Indeed statements indicating equipment is tested to Mil Std 810 no longer has any
great value. Traditionally the Mil Std has been used mostly a guidance document and in the US deviations
from it are commonly noted. This is not surprising in that the procedure has no clear distinction in layout and
terminology between mandatory and advisory (guidance) information. In circumstances were tight control
over test procedures are required, such as contractual and manufacturing requirements, the Mil Std use is
frequently re-written in a more firm style and issued as procedures such as TOPs (Test Operating
Procedures).

The latest version of the vibration test procedure in the NATO STANAG 4370 contains identifiable
contributions from the latest US Mil Std,  UK Defence Standard and some inputs from the French national
defence standard. The vast majority of the vibration standard relates to severities for different types of
application. The portion related to the actual test procedure is relatively small and not particularly well laid
out. Also the distinction between mandatory and advisory (guidance) is in a fair number of areas unclear. In
this regard it seems to adopt much of the guidance style of Mil Std 810 rather than the firm style of EN / IEC
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60068, Def Stan 00-35 and GAM EG 13. Those test procedures also have a clear distinction in their layout
and terminology between mandatory and advisory (guidance) information. The NATO STANAG 4370
procedure has sufficient similarity with Def Stan 00-35 and GAM EG 13 to allow the more sophisticated
vibration testing to be undertaken in an almost identical manner. Although whether it does so with an
acceptable degree of repeatability is questionable. For simple controlled input tests used for small
components and COTS equipment, the STANAG fails to achieve the clear definition and repeatability of EN /
IEC 60068. Overall the STANAG appears to have centred on ensuring commonality with the more
sophisticated portions of Mil Std 810, Def Stan 00-35 and  GAM EG 13 rather than ensuring it meets the
basic requirements necessary of a test procedure.

Three quadripartite agreements (between the US/UK/F/DE) known as ITOP’s (International Test Operating
Procedures) include three documents related to vibration testing. Of these ITOPS one (2-2-808) concerns
procedures for the measurement of vibration in tracked vehicles. Another (1-1-050) contains a more
comprehensive description of methods of making measurements and deriving severities. It also contains
extensive  (entirely US) originated test severity which expand upon those in Mil Std 810.  The last of the
three (1-2-601) is the only procedure containing a test procedure although the majority of the document
relates to severities (again entirely US based). The test procedure is however a cookbook of basis test
operations rather than than an overarching test requirement. The procedure appears to be entirely US Mil
Std based.  Overall the ITOPS have a narrow range of applicability mainly towards ordnance items. The
ITOPS are not publically available and the majority of the content are encompassed by other more generally
available standards. The ITOPS organisation state that an advantage of these standards is that they can be
generated rapidy (less than 2 years). This would imply that these standards incorporate new and innovative
approaches. Not only is this not the case for of the three documents reviewed here, but contributions from
the UK, France and Germany seem minimal if any at all.

So far this review has centred on the general vibration testing of equipment, however, several of the military
standards also include specific test procedures related to testing of complete stores and missiles. Those
tests mostly originate from test facility limitations of the 1970’s and 80’s. Whilst, testing of stores and missiles
can still present some difficulties, mostly problems with vibration only testing have been overcome. In this
regard the STANAG, Def Stan and Mil Std procedures all resolve the problems with sufficient commonality
for none to have  any real advantage over the others. In recent times the store & missile vibration test has
developed into a combined acoustic / vibration / temperature test and multi-vibrator tests which are
addressed separately.

None of the vibration test standards addressed in this section deal comprehensively with the testing of
packaged equipment. Whilst, most can accommodate the testing of some packages none can be said to
allow all forms of package to be tested reliably.  In this regard both very stiff and very soft packages will be
difficult to adequately control under test with the current procedures. Also large and palletised equipment can
only be tested with difficulty with existing procedures and then neither consistently or repeatable.

In selecting a vibration test procedure as a recommended standard for military equipment it is necessary to
consider two apparently conflicting criteria. The  test procedure needs to encompass commercial advances
in test control capabilities in a manner to allow testing of large sophisticated defence systems in a cost
effective manner. However, it also needs to be able to allow simple tests on the large number of smaller less
sensitive equipment in a consistent repeatable manner. Such consistency is required for contractual reasons
and to ensure consistency in testing of components and COTS items. To achieve consistency and
repeatability in such cases a clear distinction in layout and terminology between mandatory and advisory
(guidance) information is essential.

Currently the NATO STANAG 4370 encompasses the key portions of the Def Stan 00-35 and GAM EG 13
with regard testing of sophisticated equipment and when using the more complicated vibration test
procedures. In this regard the STANAG is as good as the two European contributing standards. However,
the manner in which this information is included is poor. Specifically the poor format, consistency in
terminology and weak underlying strategy are a concern. The procedure does not, at its core, include a firm
and clear mandatory process which a test specifier can contractually rely upon as a basis for purchasing
components, sub-systems and COTS equipment. In this regard the two European standards, Def Stan 00-35
and GAM EG 13, combine both tests for sophisticated equipment and a well defined mandatory process
which a test specifier can contractually rely upon. Whilst, the commercial standard EN / IEC 60068 contains
several very well defined vibration test procedures, they have little technical innovation and marked
limitations. Indeed the vibration testing of a large proportion of defence systems would prove practically
impossible using only the procedures in EN / IEC 60068.
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6.2.3.2 Gunfire Test Procedures

The gunfire vibration / shock  test included in several of the military standards are mostly intended to
simulate the effects of aircraft gunfire on aircraft equipment and missiles / stores. Although the procedures
could be used for other gunfire conditions, the procedures contain no guidance or information on severities
for those. None of the procedures are intended to simulate the effects of gunfire blast directly but rather the
secondary vibration / transient effects on equipment. Over the years many reports, papers and specific
procedures have been generated addressing the effects of gunfire.  These have postulated a considerable
number of approaches for specific conditions and only a few have also been developed into full blown
generic test procedures. Part of the reason for this was the historic difficulty of undertaking a suitable test
and establishing suitable test severities. Also historically some of the most commonly used approaches can
be undertaken perfectly well with the general vibration test procedures.

Since the Mid 1970’s issues of the US Mil Std 810 has contained versions extensive process to establish
gunfire vibration severities for aircraft equipment. This historic US Mil Std 810 process was relatively easy to
implement as a test as it comprised narrow band random vibration superimposed upon a broad random
background. Although frequently subject to technical criticism the severity derivation processes were used
for several decades to establish equipment gunfire vibration severities for many aircraft and their equipment.

As the derived test severity could be applied perfectly well with the general vibration test procedures, a
common strategy in Europe was to use the US severities with their own general vibration test procedure.
Hence, the UK and French military standards consider they include gunfire even though no specifically
named test procedure exists.  The UK and French military standards would consider their tests procedures
are more suitable in a contractual situation.

The main criticism of the historic US Mil Std 810 process was that it was really only applicable for aircraft
equipment located some way from the excitation source (in this case the gun muzzle). In those cases the
multiple transmission paths and intervening aircraft structure meant that the effect at the equipment was
dominated by structural responses not blast pressure pulses. The US Mil Std 810 process usually produced
severities that were overly severe when sophisticated muzzle breaks were utilised. Conversely the use of
such devices usually means that the narrow band random vibration superimposed upon a broad random test
type was valid for equipment located even closer  to the muzzle.

For equipment close to the muzzle and for items subject to blast pressure pulses (frequently including
missiles and stores), then the waveform experienced is usually dominated by the repeated shock pulses.
Several ways of testing for these conditions have been postulated over the years and some included in latter
editions of Mil Std 810. However, not all of these were realistically practical and the test procedures were
commonly very poorly defined. Although this situation has slowly improved, the alternatives are still quite
complicated and considerable user interpretation (and consequently poor repeatability) is still required.

In recent years practical alternative test methods have become available, developed for the automotive
industry, which can be adapted to allow simulation of the repeated gunfire shock pulses. Currently there is
considerable ongoing activity to verify the efficacy of such methods for this application. As such changes  to
the existing military standards may be expected in the very near future.

The current  US Mil Std 810 contains a much simplified version of the historic test severity derivation process
previously used with the narrow band random vibration superimposed upon a broad random test. It also
contains three alternative approaches for directly simulating the gunfire shock pulses. Currently the NATO
STANAG 4370 procedure is close to a direct  copy of the Mil Std test. As such the European commercial
concern still exists that the test procedures are not defined adequately for contractual purposes. This can be
particularly relevant as gunfire vibration may only occur for a short period but for aircraft equipment it is
frequently the major vibration amplitude imposed on the equipment. As such it is often a major consideration
in the equipment design process.

6.2.3.3 Acoustic Test Procedures

Acoustic test procedures are usually used to replicate either a high intensity acoustic field or the effects of
fluid flow such as the aerodynamic flow effects on aircraft skins and external equipment. The intent may be
to simulate the acoustic field itself or more commonly the vibrations that are induced. Testing of equipment
using acoustic methods requires large and costly facilities. In consequence such methods are only used for
high cost equipment when no other methods are suitable. Acoustic testing of commercial equipment has
included items such as satellites, nuclear reactor interior equipment and civil aircraft external surface
equipment.
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Historically two main types of facility have been available; progressive wave tubes and reverberent
chambers. The former originated as simple ducts able to raise high acoustic power levels with modest
powered transducers. They are frequently used to establish fatigue damage of panels (typically mounted in
one wall of the duct) such as those used on aircraft skins. A reverberent chamber is generally a much larger
facility using room reverberations to both to hold the complete equipment and generate the characteristics of
the acoustic field.

A generic acoustic test procedure for commercial equipment exists in EN / IEC 60068. However, that is a
relatively recent procedure written 10 to 15 years ago. Although this commercial standard claims to include
procedures for several different types of acoustic test facility, in fact, it is predominantly only for revereberent
chambers and offers little information on progressive wave tubes. The standard sets criteria which are
attempts at ensuring the acoustic pressure field has specific reproducible characteristics notably an
uncorrected random pressure field with a similar spectra occurring over the entire equipment.

The main use of acoustic test methods in military applications is to simulate the effects of aerodynamic flow
on say high performance aircraft equipment, missiles and externally carried stores. Whilst, the acoustic
characteristics set out in commercial procedure could achieve the required simulations for these applications,
it was found many years ago that better simulations could be achieved by the deliberate contravention some
of the criteria of earlier standards. Additionally it was found even better simulations could be achieved by
including enhancements to the procedure such as adding mechanical vibrations at low frequency.

The French national defence standard (GAM-EG-13), two of the three UK Def Stan procedures and earlier
versions of the US Mil Std all contain acoustic test procedures based around commercial acoustic test
procedures. However, they do contain refinements specifically for use in the military testing of externally
carried missiles and stores. All theses military procedures contain a significant amount of additional guidance
on the derivation of acoustic tests for military applications. The French and UK standards have specific
procedures for both revereberent chambers and progressive wave tubes. The third UK procedure and the
latest US Mil Std standard incorporate even further refinements for combined acoustic, vibration and
temperature testing.  The latest version of the NATO STANAG contains significant identifiable contributions
from the latest US Mil Std,  UK Defence Standard and some inputs from the French national defence
standard.

The military use of acoustic testing has developed considerably from the equivalent commercial tests.
Indeed the level of evolution of the military test has become so great that the military and commercial tests
are now arguably entirely different animals. To illustrate this acoustic test facilities able to undertake the
latest and most effective military tests would be prohibited under the commercial standards. Conversely, it
would be impracticable to use the commercial standards for military applications.  The latest version of the
NATO STANAG not only combines the majority of the national standards but also adds additional
enhancements.

6.2.3.4 Buffet Vibration Test Procedures

The so called buffet vibration tests are specifically intended to simulate the transitory aerodynamic conditions
that occur when an high performance aircraft adopts flight attitudes which give rise to shedding large scale
vortices. The creation of these vortices gives rise to vibration at the location they are generated. However,
the vibration (and loading) induced is far greater when the vortices impinge, downstream, on aircraft
structure. Aircraft shed large scale vortices in only a small range of flight conditions which are only
maintained for short periods (a few seconds at most). Moreover, the worst case conditions occur over only a
very narrow range of flight conditions, are very location specific and vary considerably from aircraft to aircraft.
Vortices normally excite a single response mode of the aircraft structure, wing or external weapon.

An early 1980’s version of the US standard Mil Std 810 included buffet in the vibration test procedures. It is
understood this inclusion arose from experience and problems with one specific US  aircraft. Moreover, the
severities were based upon very limited data.  Nevertheless, the severity proposed for that aircraft  remains
to this day. The test severity comprised a crude Power Spectral Density envelope of a single response
mode. This was applied separately to the normal flight vibration test severity as its total duration was typically
a few hundred seconds. However, it adopted the normal random vibration test procedure. The US , UK and
French national military standards all utilised the general random vibration test procedure to apply buffet
vibrations.

The above notwithstanding NATO STANAG 4370 includes a specific chapter for buffet. However, the real
content is essentially only guidance on test severities. As guidance the content is better than anything else
currently available. With that said, it does not use a test procedure different from the general vibration test
and the guidance does not justify a separate chapter.
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6.2.3.5 Multi - Exciter Vibration

NATO STANAG 4370 includes a specific chapter relating to multi-exciter test methods. Although multi-exciter
testing has been undertaken for some time in both the military and automotive fields, they were adopted as
solutions to only a very small range of military problems. The STANAG chapter is an attempt to impose a
generic military procedure.

Frequently a test item’s weight, physical dimensions, complex dynamic response, or specific in-service
environment require the use of multi-exciter methods for laboratory simulation of a dynamic environment.  A
common multi-exciter application is testing of long slender materiel with a high length to diameter ratio, such
as a missile system. Multi-exciter test methods can permit a better distribution of vibratory energy on the
structure than could be achieved with a single exciter. Two or more exciters may also be coupled in phase,
or inverted phase, to a horizontal slip table for testing.
Currently NATO STANAG 4370 is the only military standard containing a multi-exciter system. No equivalent
procedure exists in EN / IEC 60068.
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6.2.4 Conclusions

A summary of the recommendations is shown in the table below which is expanded in the following
paragraphs.

Summary of Recommendations for Vibration Tests

NATO
STANAG 4370

AECTP

International
EN / IEC
60068

UK
Def Stan

00-35

US
 Mil Std 810F

France
GAM-Eg-13

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP

Vibration Could be
recommended

with better
control over
mandatory

aspects

Inadequate Joint
Recommend-

ation

Inadequate Joint
Recommend-

ation

Mostly
concerned
with test

severities.
Procedure

Essentially Mil
Std 810

Gunfire Recommended
With

reservations on
procedure

No equivalent
test procedure

No specific
procedure

rather
undertaken

using existing
methods.

STANAG
essentially
identical

No specific
procedure

rather
undertaken

using existing
methods

No equivalent
test

Acoustic
tests (incl.
combined
with
temperature
& vibration)

Recommended Various very similar test procedures exist, however, these do not
necessary encompass all the procedures of the STANAG and/or

are as up to date.

No equivalent
test.

Buffet Best guidance
available

No equivalent
test procedure

Joint
Recommend-

ation

No specific
procedure

rather
undertaken

using existing
methods

Joint
Recommend-

ation

No equivalent
test.

Multi -
Exciter
Vibration

Recommended No equivalent test procedure

6.2.4.1 Vibration Test Procedures

In selecting a vibration test procedure as a recommended standard for military equipment it is necessary to
consider two apparently conflicting criteria. The  test procedure needs to encompass commercial advances
in test control capabilities in a manner to allow testing of large sophisticated defence systems in a cost
effective manner. However, it also needs to be able to allow simple tests on the large number of smaller less
sensitive equipment in a consistent repeatable manner. Such consistency is required for contractual reasons
and to ensure consistency in testing of components and COTS items. To achieve consistency and
repeatability in such cases the procedure needs to be firmly written with a clear distinction in layout and
terminology between mandatory and advisory (guidance) information.

Currently the NATO STANAG 4370 encompasses the key portions of the Def Stan 00-35 and GAM EG 13
with regard testing of sophisticated equipment and when using the more complicated vibration test
procedures. In this regard the STANAG is as good as the two European contributing standards. However,
the manner in which this information is included is poor. Specifically the poor format, consistency in
terminology and weak underlying strategy are a concern. The procedure does not, at its core, include a clear
mandatory process a test specifier can contractually rely upon as a basis for purchasing components, sub-
systems and COTS equipment. In this regard the two European standards, Def Stan 00-35 and GAM EG 13,
combine both tests for sophisticated equipment and a well defined mandatory process which a test specifier
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can contractually rely upon. Whilst, the commercial standard EN / IEC 60068 contains several very well
defined vibration test procedures, they have little technical innovation and for military use are considered out
of date. Indeed reliance on these EN/ IEC vibration test procedures make the testing of a significant number
of defence systems practically impossible.

The main review undertaken here related to the general vibration testing of equipment. However, several of
the military standards also include specific test procedures related to testing of complete stores and missiles.
Whilst, testing of stores and missiles can still present some difficulties, mostly problems with vibration only
testing have been overcome. In this regard the STANAG, Def Stan and Mil Std procedures all resolve the
problems and have sufficient commonality for one to have any real advantage over the others. In recent
times the store & missile vibration test has developed into a combined acoustic / vibration / temperature test.

None of the vibration test standards addressed in this section can be considered to adequately deal with the
testing of packaged equipment. Whilst, some can accommodate the testing of some packages none can be
said to allow any form of package to be tested reliably.  In this regard both very stiff and very soft packages
will be difficult to adequately control under test with the current procedures. Also large and palletised
equipment can only be tested with difficulty with existing procedures and then neither consistently or
repeatably.

In summary the NATO STANAG 4370 is technically innovative, up to date and encompasses key
components of the two European national standards Def Stan 00-35 and GAM EG 13. However, it lacks
firmness of statement and does not include a clear mandatory process such that a test specifier could not
contractually rely upon it. The procedures in Def Stan 00-35 and GAM EG 13 successfully demonstrate that
both technically innovative and firmness of statement can be practically combined.  The procedures in EN /
IEC 60068 are by comparison to the military standards limited in scope and outdated. Reliance on these civil
procedures could have significant  detrimental consequence on equipment weight, size and performance.
Indeed vibration testing of a range of defence systems would be essentially impossible. For these reasons
the recommendation is for either of the two European national defence standards Def Stan 00-35 and GAM
EG 13.

6.2.4.2 Gunfire Test Procedures

Since the Mid 1970’s issues of the US Mil Std 810 has contained versions extensive process to establish
gunfire vibration severities for aircraft equipment. This historic US Mil Std 810 process was relatively easy to
implement as a test as it comprised narrow band random vibration superimposed upon a broad random
background. Although frequently subject to some technical criticism the severity derivation processes were
used for several decades to establish equipment gunfire vibration severities for many aircraft.

As the derived test severity could be applied perfectly well with the general vibration test procedures, a
common strategy in Europe was to use the US severities but with their own general vibration test procedure.
Hence, the UK and French military standards consider they include gunfire even though no specifically
named test procedure exists.  The UK and French military standards would consider their tests procedures
are more suitable in a contractual situation.

The main criticism of the historic US Mil Std 810 process was that it was really only applicable for aircraft
equipment located some way from the excitation source (in this case the gun muzzle). For equipment close
to the muzzle and for items subject to blast pressure pulses (frequently including missiles and stores), then
the waveform experienced is usually dominated by the repeated shock pulses. Several ways of testing for
these conditions have been postulated over the years and some included in standards such as latter editions
of Mil Std 810. However, not all of these were realistically practical and the test procedures were commonly
very poorly defined. Although this situation has slowly improved, the alternatives are still quite complicated
and considerable user interpretation  is still required.

The current  US Mil Std 810 contains a much simplified version of the historic test severity derivation process
previously used with the narrow band random vibration superimposed upon a broad random test. It also
contains three alternative approaches for directly simulating the gunfire shock pulses. Currently the NATO
STANAG 4370 procedure is close to a direct  copy of the Mil Std test. The European commercial concern still
exists that the test procedures are not defined adequately for contractual purposes. This can be particularly
relevant as gunfire vibration may only occur for a short period but for aircraft equipment it is frequently the
major vibration amplitude imposed on the equipment. As such it is often a major consideration in the
equipment design process. Currently there is considerable ongoing activity to verify the efficacy of such
methods for this application. As such changes  to the existing military standards may be expected in the very
near future.
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In summary the NATO STANAG 4370 is technically the most complete procedure which includes alternative
approaches and is technically compatible with earlier versions. As such it is the recommended procedure.
Nevertheless, the procedures are largely written as guidance on the derivation of test severities but not
necessarily used in conjunction with their own test procedure.

6.2.4.3 Acoustic Test Procedures

The Acoustic test procedures are usually used to replicate either a high intensity acoustic field or the effects
of fluid flow such as the aerodynamic flow. The main use of acoustic test methods in military applications is
to simulate the effects of aerodynamic flow on say high performance aircraft equipment, missiles and
externally carried stores. Acoustic test methods have developed considerably in the military field from their
use in testing commercial items.  Indeed the level of evolution of the military test has become so great that
the military and commercial tests are now arguably entirely different animals. To illustrate this acoustic test
facilities able to undertake the latest and most effective military tests would be prohibited under the
commercial standards. Conversely, it would be impracticable to use the commercial standards for military
applications.  The latest version of the NATO STANAG not only combines the majority of the national
standards but also adds additional enhancements.

In summary,  the primary reason for using acoustic testing in military applications differs from that  of
commercial applications. With that said , the actual test procedures for military and commercial applications
should be interchangeable. However, the commercial standards are markedly less advanced than the
military standards and lack technical innovation. Of the military standards NATO STANAG 4370 are the most
sophisticated and recommended.

6.2.4.4 Buffet Vibration

The US , UK and French national military standards all utilised the general random vibration test procedure
to apply the so called buffet vibrations. Whilst, NATO STANAG 4370 includes a specific chapter for buffet,
the real content is essentially only guidance on test severities. As guidance the content is better than
anything else currently available. With that said, it does not use a test procedure different from the general
vibration test and the guidance does not justify a separate chapter. Moreover, the existing general random
vibration tests of the UK and French national military standards comprise far better test  procedures than that
of the STANAG. As such either of those are recommended here.

6.2.4.5 Multi - Exciter Vibration

Currently NATO STANAG 4370 is the only military standard containing a multi-exciter system. No equivalent
procedure exists in EN / IEC 60068. As such the STANAG 4370 is recommended here.
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6.3 Review and Comparison of Shock Test Methods

6.3.1 Standards Under Consideration

The standards reviewed and compared with regard mechanical shock conditions are set out in the following
table.

Matrix Environmental Test Methods vs Standards

NATO
STANAG 4370

AECTP
(Method No)

International
EN / IEC

60068 Part 2
(60068-2-xx)

UK
Def Stan 00-35

Part 3
(Chapter / test)

US
 Mil Std 810F

(Test No /
Procedure)

France
GAM-Eg-13
(Method /

Procedure)

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP
(Test No)

Classical
Waveform Shock

403 27 2-03 / M3 516 Method 43 5-2-506

Handling And
Drop

414 31
32

2-04 / M4
2-05 / M5

516
Proc II,III,IV &

VI

Method 43
Proc 3, 4 & 5

4-2-602
7-2-509

Safety  Drop Test STANAG
4375

UN “Orange”
BOOK

(ST/SG/AC.10/
Rev.12)

5-03 / FX3
BR8541

4-2-601

Shock Response
Spectra

417 57
81

2-06 / M6 516 Method 43 5-2-506

Pyroshock 415 517 Method 43
Proc 7

5-2-506

Rail Impact 416 (within 27) (within 2-03
/M3)

516
Proc VII

Method 43
Proc 6

Undex Test 419 2-07 / M7

Ballistic Shock 422 522

Catapult (Severity only
in Part 5)

516
Proc VIII

Method 43
Proc 8

Bump 29 2-12 / M12 Method 43
Proc 9



CEN WORKSHOP 10
STANDARDIZATION FOR DEFENCE PROCUREMENT
Expert Group 8 Environmental Engineering

88

INTENTIONALLY BLANK



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

89

6.
3.

2
St

an
da

rd
 C

om
pa

ris
on

s

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns

C
la

ss
ic

 W
av

ef
or

m
or

 B
as

ic
 S

ho
ck

 T
es

t
ST

A
N

A
G

 4
37

0 
A

EC
TP

 4
00

 M
et

ho
d 

40
3

P
ur

po
se

. T
he

 p
ur

po
se

 o
f t

hi
s 

te
st

 m
et

ho
d 

is
 to

 in
du

ce
 r

es
po

ns
es

 in
 s

ys
te

m
s,

 s
ub

sy
st

em
s 

an
d 

un
its

, h
er

ea
fte

r 
ca

lle
d

m
at

er
ie

l, 
th

at
 a

re
 c

om
pa

ra
bl

e 
w

ith
 th

os
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 b
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

ed
 in

-s
er

vi
ce

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l c

on
di

tio
ns

,
an

d 
th

at
 c

an
 b

e 
re

ad
ily

 re
pr

od
uc

ed
 in

 th
e 

la
bo

ra
to

ry
 u

si
ng

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 s
ho

ck
 te

st
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t. 
Th

e 
ba

si
c 

in
te

nt
io

n 
is

 n
ot

ne
ce

ss
ar

ily
 to

 re
pl

ic
at

e 
th

e 
in

-s
er

vi
ce

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t.

A
pp

lic
at

io
n.

 T
hi

s 
te

st
 m

et
ho

d 
is

 p
rim

ar
ily

 d
es

ig
ne

d 
to

 u
nd

er
ta

ke
 s

ho
ck

 t
es

tin
g 

in
vo

lv
in

g 
th

e 
cl

as
si

ca
l 

tim
e 

hi
st

or
y

ac
ce

le
ra

tio
n 

w
av

ef
or

m
s,

 s
uc

h 
as

 t
he

 h
al

f-s
in

e 
pu

ls
e,

 t
he

 t
er

m
in

al
 p

ea
k 

sa
w

to
ot

h 
pu

ls
e 

an
d 

th
e 

tra
pe

zo
id

al
 p

ul
se

.
D

es
cr

ip
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 s
ho

ck
 r

es
po

ns
e 

sp
ec

tra
 (

S
R

S
) 

fo
r 

th
es

e 
cl

as
si

ca
l w

av
ef

or
m

s 
ar

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

in
 M

et
ho

d 
41

7,
 S

R
S

S
ho

ck
, A

nn
ex

 C
. O

th
er

 ti
m

e 
do

m
ai

n 
pu

ls
es

 c
an

 b
e 

ac
co

m
m

od
at

ed
 b

y 
th

is
 te

st
 m

et
ho

d,
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 w
ith

in
th

e 
ca

pa
bi

lit
ie

s 
of

 t
he

 s
ho

ck
 t

es
t 

fa
ci

lit
y.

 T
o 

pr
ov

id
e 

ad
eq

ua
te

 t
es

t 
re

pe
at

ab
ilit

y 
an

d 
co

nt
ro

l, 
an

 e
le

ct
ro

-d
yn

am
ic

 o
r

se
rv

o-
hy

dr
au

lic
 te

st
 s

ys
te

m
 is

 p
re

fe
rr

ed
 fo

r t
he

 te
st

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s,

 b
ut

 th
e 

te
st

 m
et

ho
d 

do
es

 n
ot

 e
xc

lu
de

 th
e 

us
e 

of
 d

ro
p

or
 i

m
pa

ct
 t

yp
e 

te
st

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t. 

Fo
r 

m
or

e 
ac

cu
ra

te
 s

im
ul

at
io

n 
of

 c
om

pl
ex

 s
ho

ck
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ts
 w

ith
 m

an
y 

ze
ro

cr
os

si
ng

s,
 a

nd
 w

he
ne

ve
r 

po
ss

ib
le

 f
or

 m
ea

su
re

d 
tra

ns
ie

nt
 t

im
e 

do
m

ai
n 

fie
ld

 s
ho

ck
 d

at
a,

 t
he

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

de
fin

ed
 in

M
et

ho
d 

41
7 

ar
e 

re
co

m
m

en
de

d.
 M

or
eo

ve
r, 

if 
th

e 
te

st
 s

pe
ci

fic
at

io
n 

is
 i

n 
an

 S
R

S
 f

or
m

at
, 

th
en

 M
et

ho
d 

41
7 

is
re

co
m

m
en

de
d.

 F
or

 p
yr

ot
ec

hn
ic

 s
ho

ck
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t t
es

tin
g,

 M
et

ho
d 

41
5,

 P
yr

os
ho

ck
, i

s 
re

co
m

m
en

de
d.

Li
m

ita
tio

ns
. 

Th
is

 t
es

t 
m

et
ho

d 
do

es
 n

ot
 c

ov
er

 c
om

pl
ex

 s
ho

ck
 r

es
po

ns
es

, 
or

 s
ho

ck
s 

de
sc

rib
ed

 i
n 

an
 S

R
S

 f
or

m
at

.
S

pe
ci

fic
al

ly
, t

hi
s 

te
st

 m
et

ho
d 

do
es

 n
ot

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
 a

ris
in

g 
fro

m
 g

un
 b

la
st

, n
uc

le
ar

 b
la

st
, p

yr
ot

ec
hn

ic
sh

oc
k,

 u
nd

er
w

at
er

 e
xp

lo
si

on
, a

nd
 s

af
et

y 
dr

op
s.

Th
e 

cl
as

si
ca

l w
av

ef
or

m
 s

ho
ck

 p
ul

se
s 

in
 M

et
ho

d 
40

3 
do

 n
ot

 n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

re
pl

ic
at

e 
th

e 
sh

oc
k 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t e

xp
er

ie
nc

ed
in

-s
er

vi
ce

. 
A

ls
o,

 it
 m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
po

ss
ib

le
 t

o 
si

m
ul

at
e 

ac
tu

al
 o

pe
ra

tio
na

l i
n-

se
rv

ic
e 

sh
oc

k 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
 b

ec
au

se
 t

es
t

m
ac

hi
ne

 a
nd

/o
r f

ix
tu

re
 li

m
ita

tio
ns

 m
ay

 p
re

cl
ud

e 
th

e 
sa

tis
fa

ct
or

y 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 p
ul

se
 to

 th
e 

te
st

 it
em

.

EN
/IE

C
 6

00
68

-2
-2

7

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n.

  
Th

is
 t

es
t 

is
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 t
o 

co
m

po
ne

nt
s,

 e
qu

ip
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 e

le
ct

ro
te

ch
ni

ca
l 

pr
od

uc
ts

,
he

re
in

af
te

r 
re

fe
rr

ed
 

to
 

as
 

“s
pe

ci
m

en
s”

, 
w

hi
ch

, 
du

rin
g 

tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n 
or

 
in

 
us

e,
 

m
ay

 
be

 
su

bj
ec

te
d 

to
co

nd
iti

on
s 

in
vo

lv
in

g 
re

la
tiv

el
y 

in
fr

eq
ue

nt
 n

on
-r

ep
et

iti
ve

 s
ho

ck
s.

 T
he

 s
ho

ck
 te

st
 m

ay
 a

ls
o 

be
 u

se
d 

as
 a

 m
ea

ns
of

 e
st

ab
lis

hi
ng

 t
he

 s
at

is
fa

ct
or

y 
de

si
gn

 o
f 

a 
sp

ec
im

en
 in

 s
o 

fa
r 

as
 it

s 
st

ru
ct

ur
al

 in
te

gr
ity

 is
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

 a
nd

 a
s

a 
m

ea
ns

 o
f 

qu
al

ity
 c

on
tr

ol
. 

It 
co

ns
is

ts
 b

as
ic

al
ly

 o
f 

su
bj

ec
tin

g 
a 

sp
ec

im
en

 t
o 

no
n-

re
pe

tit
iv

e 
sh

oc
ks

 o
f

st
an

da
rd

 p
ul

se
 s

ha
pe

s 
w

ith
 s

pe
ci

fie
d 

pe
ak

 a
cc

el
er

at
io

n 
an

d 
du

ra
tio

n.

S
co

pe
. 

 T
o 

pr
ov

id
e 

a 
st

an
da

rd
 p

ro
ce

du
re

 f
or

 d
et

er
m

in
in

g 
th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 o
f 

a 
sp

ec
im

en
 t

o 
w

ith
st

an
d 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

se
ve

rit
ie

s 
of

 s
ho

ck
.



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

90

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
G

en
er

al
 d

es
cr

ip
tio

n.
  

Th
is

 s
ta

nd
ar

d 
is

 w
rit

te
n 

in
 t

er
m

s 
of

 p
re

sc
rib

ed
 p

ul
se

 s
ha

pe
s.

 G
ui

da
nc

e 
fo

r 
th

e
se

le
ct

io
n 

an
d 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 t

he
se

 p
ul

se
s 

is
 g

iv
en

 i
n 

an
ne

x 
A

 a
nd

 t
he

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
is

tic
s 

of
 t

he
 d

iff
er

en
t 

pu
ls

e
sh

ap
es

 a
re

 d
is

cu
ss

ed
 in

 a
nn

ex
 B

. T
hr

ee
 ty

pe
s 

of
 p

ul
se

, n
am

el
y 

th
e 

ha
lf-

si
ne

 p
ul

se
, t

he
 fi

na
l-p

ea
k 

sa
w

-t
oo

th
pu

ls
e 

an
d 

th
e 

tr
ap

ez
oi

da
l 

pu
ls

e 
ar

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
 i

n 
th

is
 s

ta
nd

ar
d.

 T
he

 c
ho

ic
e 

of
 p

ul
se

 s
ha

pe
 d

ep
en

ds
 o

n 
a

nu
m

be
r 

of
 f

ac
to

rs
, 

an
d 

th
e 

di
ffi

cu
lti

es
 i

nh
er

en
t 

in
 m

ak
in

g 
su

ch
 a

 c
ho

ic
e 

pr
ec

lu
de

 a
 p

re
fe

rr
ed

 o
rd

er
 b

ei
ng

gi
ve

n 
in

 th
is

 s
ta

nd
ar

d.

D
EF

 S
TA

N
 0

03
5 

Te
st

 2
-0

3 
M

3

Th
e 

te
st

 i
s 

in
te

nd
ed

 f
or

 u
np

ac
ka

ge
d 

eq
ui

pm
en

t’s
 a

nd
 f

or
 p

ac
ka

ge
d 

ite
m

s 
w

he
re

 t
he

 s
im

ul
at

io
n 

of
 t

he
 s

er
vi

ce
co

nd
iti

on
s 

re
qu

ire
s 

th
at

 th
e 

pa
ck

ag
e 

fo
rm

s 
an

 in
te

gr
al

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t. 
Th

e 
te

st
 p

ro
vi

de
s 

a 
m

et
ho

d 
by

 w
hi

ch
re

sp
on

se
s 

of
 c

om
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
eq

ui
pm

en
t c

om
pa

ra
bl

e 
w

ith
 th

os
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 b
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

ed
 in

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
in

 th
e 

ha
nd

lin
g,

tra
ns

po
rta

tio
n 

an
d 

op
er

at
io

na
l 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t 

ca
n 

be
 r

ep
ro

du
ce

d 
in

 t
he

 t
es

t 
la

bo
ra

to
ry

. 
Th

e 
ba

si
c 

in
te

nt
io

n 
is

 n
ot

ne
ce

ss
ar

ily
 to

 re
pr

od
uc

e 
th

e 
re

al
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t. 
Th

is
 te

st
 is

 n
ot

 in
te

nd
ed

 to
 re

pr
od

uc
e 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

of
 c

om
pl

ex
 s

ho
ck

s 
to

w
hi

ch
 c

er
ta

in
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t 
m

ay
 b

e 
su

bj
ec

t. 
C

om
pl

ex
 s

ho
ck

s 
ar

e 
ad

dr
es

se
d 

in
 T

es
t 

M
6 

- 
'O

pe
ra

tio
na

l 
sh

oc
k'

 (
se

e
C

ha
pt

er
 2

-0
6)

. 
Th

is
 t

es
t 

is
 t

ec
hn

ic
al

ly
 s

im
ila

r 
to

 t
ha

t 
co

nt
ai

ne
d 

in
 B

S
 E

N
 6

00
68

-2
-2

7 
"S

ho
ck

", 
ex

ce
pt

 f
or

 t
he

di
ffe

re
nc

es
 d

et
ai

le
d 

he
re

af
te

r :

M
IL

 S
TD

 8
10

 F
 T

es
t 5

16

Th
e 

in
te

nt
 o

f t
hi

s 
te

st
 is

 to
 d

is
cl

os
e 

fa
ilu

re
s 

w
hi

ch
 m

ay
 re

su
lt 

fro
m

, o
r a

dj
us

tm
en

ts
 n

ec
es

si
ta

te
d 

by
 s

ho
ck

s 
ex

pe
rie

nc
ed

by
 m

at
er

ie
l d

ur
in

g 
us

e 
in

 th
e 

fie
ld

.  
E

ve
n 

th
ou

gh
 m

at
er

ie
l h

as
 s

uc
ce

ss
fu

lly
 w

ith
st

oo
d 

ev
en

 m
or

e 
se

ve
re

 s
ho

ck
s 

du
rin

g
sh

ip
pi

ng
 o

r 
tra

ns
it 

sh
oc

k 
te

st
s,

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
di

ffe
re

nc
es

 in
 s

up
po

rt 
an

d 
at

ta
ch

m
en

t m
et

ho
ds

 a
nd

 in
 fu

nc
tio

na
l c

he
ck

in
g

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 th
at

 m
ak

e 
th

is
 a

dd
iti

on
al

 te
st

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
.  

Ta
ilo

rin
g 

of
 th

e 
te

st
 is

 re
qu

ire
d 

w
he

n 
da

ta
 a

re
 o

n 
ha

nd
, c

an
 b

e
m

ea
su

re
d,

 o
r c

an
 b

e 
es

tim
at

ed
 fr

om
 re

la
te

d 
da

ta
 u

si
ng

 a
cc

ep
te

d 
sc

al
in

g 
te

ch
ni

qu
es

.

G
A

M
 E

G
 1

3 
 1

st
 P

ar
t m

et
ho

d 
43

Th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 th

e 
Te

st
 is

 to
 s

im
ul

at
e 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

f S
ho

ck
s 

an
d/

or
 la

rg
e 

sc
al

e 
tra

ns
ie

nt
 b

ut
 fa

irl
y 

in
fre

qu
en

t v
ib

ra
tio

ns
,

th
at

 th
e 

eq
ui

pm
en

t s
ho

ul
d 

su
pp

or
t i

n 
di

ffe
re

nt
 p

ha
se

s 
of

 it
s 

us
e.

IT
O

P 
5-

2-
50

6

Th
es

e 
te

st
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s 
ar

e 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 ta
rg

et
ed

 a
t m

is
si

le
s,

 r
oc

ke
ts

 a
nd

 th
ei

r 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s,
 h

ow
ev

er
, t

he
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s
m

ay
 b

e 
ap

pl
ie

d 
to

 o
th

er
 it

em
s.

 T
he

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

ar
e 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 f

or
 c

la
ss

ic
al

 (
ha

lf-
si

ne
, 

sa
w

to
ot

h,
 t

ra
pe

zo
id

al
, 

et
c.

),
sy

nt
he

si
ze

d 
(c

om
po

un
d 

w
av

ef
or

m
), 

an
d 

py
ro

te
ch

ni
c 

sh
oc

k 
pu

ls
es

.

H
an

dl
in

g 
D

ro
ps

 a
nd

Im
pa

ct
s

ST
A

N
A

G
 4

37
0 

A
EC

TP
 4

00
 M

et
ho

d 
41

4

P
ur

po
se

. T
he

 p
ur

po
se

 o
f t

hi
s 

te
st

 m
et

ho
d 

is
 to

 re
pl

ic
at

e 
th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t i
nc

ur
re

d 
by

 s
ys

te
m

s,
 s

ub
sy

st
em

s 
an

d 
un

its
,

he
re

af
te

r c
al

le
d 

m
at

er
ie

l, 
du

rin
g 

lo
ad

in
g,

 u
nl

oa
di

ng
 a

nd
 h

an
dl

in
g.



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

91

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
A

pp
lic

at
io

n.
 T

hi
s 

te
st

 i
s 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 w

he
re

 m
at

er
ie

l 
is

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 i
ts

 a
de

qu
ac

y 
to

 r
es

is
t 

th
e 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

ha
nd

lin
g 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t w

ith
ou

t u
na

cc
ep

ta
bl

e 
de

gr
ad

at
io

n 
of

 it
s 

fu
nc

tio
na

l a
nd

/o
r s

tru
ct

ur
al

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

.

Li
m

ita
tio

ns
. 

Th
is

 m
et

ho
d 

is
 n

ot
 in

te
nd

ed
 t

o 
si

m
ul

at
e 

ba
si

c 
sh

oc
k,

 b
la

st
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ts
, 

tra
ns

po
rta

tio
n,

 o
r 

sa
fe

ty
 d

ro
p

co
nd

iti
on

s.
 T

he
 d

ro
p 

te
st

s 
in

 t
hi

s 
m

et
ho

d 
ar

e 
un

co
nt

ro
lle

d 
ex

ce
pt

 f
or

 t
he

 d
ro

p 
he

ig
ht

 a
nd

 o
rie

nt
at

io
ns

. 
C

on
tro

lle
d

to
le

ra
nc

e 
sh

oc
k 

te
st

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

ar
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

 in
 M

et
ho

ds
 4

03
, 

41
5,

 a
nd

 4
17

. 
 S

af
et

y 
dr

op
 t

es
ts

 f
or

 m
un

iti
on

s 
ar

e
co

ve
re

d 
by

 S
TA

N
A

G
 4

37
5.

EN
/IE

C
 6

00
68

-2
-3

1 
&

 3
2

60
06

8-
2-

31
 T

es
t E

c:
 D

ro
p 

an
d 

to
pp

le

O
bj

ec
t. 

 T
o 

as
se

ss
 th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
up

on
 a

 s
pe

ci
m

en
 o

f s
im

pl
e 

st
an

da
rd

 te
st

s 
in

te
nd

ed
 to

 b
e 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

e 
of

 th
e

kn
oc

ks
 a

nd
 jo

lts
 li

ke
ly

 to
 o

cc
ur

 d
ur

in
g 

re
pa

ir 
w

or
k 

or
 r

ou
gh

 h
an

dl
in

g 
in

 u
se

 o
n 

a 
ta

bl
e 

or
 b

en
ch

. T
es

ts
 o

f t
hi

s
ty

pe
 m

ay
 a

ls
o 

be
 u

se
d 

to
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 a

 m
in

im
um

 d
eg

re
e 

of
 r

ob
us

tn
es

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
pu

rp
os

e 
of

 a
ss

es
si

ng
 s

af
et

y
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
. 

Th
is

 t
es

t 
is

 p
rim

ar
ily

 i
nt

en
de

d 
fo

r 
sp

ec
im

en
s 

no
t 

in
 t

he
ir 

pa
ck

in
g 

an
d 

fo
r 

ite
m

s 
in

 t
he

ir
tr

an
sp

or
t c

as
es

, w
he

n 
th

e 
la

tte
r 

m
ay

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 a

s 
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 s
pe

ci
m

en
s 

th
em

se
lv

es
.

G
en

er
al

 T
he

 te
st

 in
cl

ud
es

 th
re

e 
di

st
in

ct
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s:

a)
D

ro
pp

in
g 

on
 to

 a
 fa

ce
 (s

ub
cl

au
se

 3
.2

.1
).

b)
D

ro
pp

in
g 

on
 to

 a
 c

or
ne

r (
su

bc
la

us
e 

3.
2.

2)
.

c)
To

pp
lin

g 
(o

r p
us

ho
ve

r)
 (s

ub
cl

au
se

 3
.2

.3
).

Th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 e

ac
h 

of
 t

he
se

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

is
 b

as
ic

al
ly

 t
he

 s
am

e,
 b

ut
 t

he
y 

re
pr

es
en

t 
di

ffe
re

nt
 k

in
ds

 o
f

ha
nd

lin
g.

 T
he

 t
es

t 
is

 n
ot

 i
nt

en
de

d 
to

 b
e 

a 
pr

ec
is

e 
te

st
 a

nd
 a

 t
ol

er
an

ce
 o

f 
±1

0 
%

 i
s 

al
lo

w
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

he
ig

ht
s

an
d 

an
gl

es
 p

re
sc

rib
ed

 in
 c

la
us

e 
3.

 N
O

TE
 –

 F
or

 a
 m

or
e 

pr
ec

is
e 

sh
oc

k 
te

st
, T

es
t E

a:
 S

ho
ck

 (
IE

C
 6

00
68

-2
-2

7)
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

us
ed

.

60
06

8-
2-

32
 T

es
t E

d:
 F

re
e 

fa
ll

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n 

Th
is

 t
es

t 
is

 d
iv

id
ed

 in
to

 t
w

o 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

. 
Th

e 
fir

st
 s

im
ul

at
es

 f
al

ls
 w

hi
ch

 a
 s

pe
ci

m
en

, 
no

rm
al

ly
 in

th
e 

un
pa

ck
ed

 s
ta

te
, 

co
ul

d 
un

de
rg

o 
du

rin
g 

ha
nd

lin
g 

an
d 

is
 n

or
m

al
ly

 r
es

tr
ic

te
d 

to
 t

w
o 

fa
lls

 f
ro

m
 a

 p
re

sc
rib

ed
at

tit
ud

e 
on

to
 a

 s
pe

ci
fie

d 
su

rf
ac

e 
fr

om
 a

 s
pe

ci
fie

d 
he

ig
ht

. 
Th

e 
se

co
nd

 p
ro

ce
du

re
 s

im
ul

at
es

 r
ep

ea
te

d 
fa

lls
w

hi
ch

 m
ay

 o
cc

ur
 to

 s
uc

h 
de

vi
ce

s 
as

 c
on

ne
ct

or
s 

or
 s

m
al

l r
em

ot
e 

co
nt

ro
l u

ni
ts

 w
hi

ch
 a

re
 n

or
m

al
ly

 a
tta

ch
ed

 to
ca

bl
es

 d
ur

in
g 

us
e.

 R
ep

ea
te

d 
fa

lls
 o

nt
o 

a 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 s

ur
fa

ce
 f

ro
m

 a
 s

pe
ci

fie
d 

he
ig

ht
 a

re
 a

ch
ie

ve
d 

by
 u

si
ng

 a
su

ita
bl

e 
ap

pa
ra

tu
s,

 e
.g

. a
 tu

m
bl

in
g 

(r
ot

at
in

g)
 b

ar
re

l.

P
ro

ce
du

re
 1

 –
 F

re
e 

fa
ll.

  
To

 a
ss

es
s 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

on
 a

 s
pe

ci
m

en
 o

f 
si

m
pl

e 
st

an
da

rd
 t

es
ts

 i
nt

en
de

d 
to

 b
e

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

e 
of

 t
he

 f
al

l 
lik

el
y 

to
 b

e 
ex

pe
rie

nc
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

ro
ug

h 
ha

nd
lin

g,
 o

r 
to

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 a
 m

in
im

um
de

gr
ee

 o
f 

ro
bu

st
ne

ss
, 

fo
r 

th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 a

ss
es

si
ng

 s
af

et
y 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

. 
Th

is
 t

es
t 

is
 p

rim
ar

ily
 i

nt
en

de
d 

fo
r



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

92

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
sp

ec
im

en
s 

no
t 

in
 t

he
ir 

pa
ck

in
g 

an
d 

fo
r 

ite
m

s 
in

 t
he

ir 
tr

an
sp

or
t 

ca
se

 w
he

n 
th

e 
la

tte
r 

m
ay

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 a

s
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 s
pe

ci
m

en
 it

se
lf.

P
ro

ce
du

re
 2

 –
 F

re
e 

fa
ll 

– 
R

ep
ea

te
d.

  
Th

is
 p

ro
ce

du
re

 i
s 

pr
im

ar
ily

 i
nt

en
de

d 
fo

r 
te

st
in

g 
ca

bl
e-

co
nn

ec
te

d
de

vi
ce

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
co

nn
ec

to
rs

 a
nd

 s
m

al
l r

em
ot

e 
co

nt
ro

l u
ni

ts
 w

he
re

 t
he

 a
pp

ar
at

us
 m

ay
 b

e 
dr

op
pe

d 
fr

eq
ue

nt
ly

on
to

 h
ar

d 
su

rf
ac

es
.

D
EF

 S
TA

N
 0

0-
35

 T
ES

TS
 M

4 
&

 M
5

Te
st

 M
4 

- D
R

O
P

, T
O

P
P

LE
 A

N
D

 R
O

LL
 T

E
S

T

S
co

pe
. 

Th
is

 t
es

t 
is

 i
nt

en
de

d 
to

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 t
he

 a
bi

lit
y 

of
 p

ac
ka

ge
d 

or
 u

np
ac

ka
ge

d 
eq

ui
pm

en
t 

to
 w

ith
st

an
d 

th
e

dr
op

pi
ng

, t
op

pl
in

g 
an

d 
ro

lli
ng

 e
ffe

ct
s 

lik
el

y 
to

 o
cc

ur
 d

ur
in

g 
its

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l l

ife
, e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 d
ur

in
g 

ha
nd

lin
g 

an
d 

se
rv

ic
in

g.
Th

is
 te

st
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 in
vo

ke
d 

w
he

re
 th

er
e 

is
 a

 d
is

tin
ct

 p
os

si
bi

lit
y 

of
 th

e 
eq

ui
pm

en
t b

ei
ng

 s
ub

je
ct

ed
 to

 d
ro

pp
in

g,
 to

pp
lin

g
an

d 
ro

llin
g.

 I
n 

ge
ne

ra
l, 

eq
ui

pm
en

t 
w

hi
ch

 is
 f

re
qu

en
tly

 h
an

dl
ed

 a
nd

 s
er

vi
ce

d 
ca

n 
be

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

to
 b

e 
pa

rti
cu

la
rly

 a
t

ris
k.

 T
hi

s 
te

st
 in

cl
ud

es
 fi

ve
 d

is
tin

ct
 te

st
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s 
w

hi
ch

 r
ep

re
se

nt
 ty

pi
ca

l h
az

ar
ds

 a
ris

in
g 

du
rin

g 
ha

nd
lin

g:
 d

ro
p 

te
st

on
to

 a
 fa

ce
, d

ro
p 

te
st

 o
nt

o 
a 

co
rn

er
, t

op
pl

e 
te

st
 o

nt
o 

a 
fla

t s
ur

fa
ce

, t
op

pl
e 

te
st

 o
nt

o 
a 

st
ee

l g
ird

er
 a

nd
 ro

ll 
te

st
. T

hi
s 

te
st

is
 te

ch
ni

ca
lly

 s
im

ila
r 

to
 th

at
 c

on
ta

in
ed

 in
 B

S
 E

N
 6

00
68

-2
-3

1 
"D

ro
p 

an
d 

to
pp

le
" 

ex
ce

pt
 fo

r 
th

e 
di

ffe
re

nc
es

 d
et

ai
le

d 
in

pa
ra

gr
ap

h 
7.

 T
hi

s 
te

st
 i

s 
al

so
 c

on
si

st
en

t 
w

ith
 t

he
 t

es
t 

in
 B

S
 4

82
6 

P
ar

t 
11

 f
or

 d
et

er
m

in
in

g 
th

e 
re

si
st

an
ce

 o
f 

fil
le

d
pa

ck
ag

es
 to

 d
am

ag
e 

by
 ro

lli
ng

.

Te
st

 M
5 

- I
M

P
A

C
T 

(V
E

R
TI

C
AL

 A
N

D
 H

O
R

IZ
O

N
TA

L)
 T

E
S

T.

S
co

pe
. 

 T
hi

s 
te

st
 i

s 
in

te
nd

ed
 t

o 
co

ve
r 

ve
rti

ca
l 

im
pa

ct
s 

(fo
r 

ex
am

pl
e,

 d
ro

ps
) 

an
d 

ho
riz

on
ta

l 
im

pa
ct

s 
(fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e,
ve

hi
cl

e 
sh

un
tin

g 
an

d 
co

llis
io

ns
 w

he
n 

sw
in

gi
ng

 o
n 

a 
cr

an
e)

. T
he

 te
st

 is
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 to
 b

ot
h 

pa
ck

ag
ed

 a
nd

 u
np

ac
ka

ge
d

eq
ui

pm
en

ts
. 

Th
e 

te
st

 m
ay

 b
e 

us
ed

 t
o 

as
se

ss
 t

he
 a

bi
lit

y 
of

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t 

to
 o

pe
ra

te
, 

su
rv

iv
e 

or
 r

em
ai

n 
sa

fe
 w

he
n

su
bj

ec
te

d 
to

 im
pa

ct
. T

hi
s 

te
st

 is
 n

ot
 in

te
nd

ed
 fo

r t
he

 s
af

et
y 

te
st

in
g 

of
 a

rm
am

en
t s

to
re

s,
 w

hi
ch

 a
re

 c
ov

er
ed

 b
y 

Te
st

 F
X

3
- 

'S
af

et
y 

D
ro

p 
Te

st
' 

(s
ee

 C
ha

pt
er

 5
-0

3)
. 

Th
is

 t
es

t 
is

 t
ec

hn
ic

al
ly

 s
im

ila
r 

to
 t

ha
t 

co
nt

ai
ne

d 
in

 B
S

 E
N

 6
00

68
-2

-3
2

P
ro

ce
du

re
 1

 - 
'F

re
e 

fa
ll',

 e
xc

ep
t f

or
 th

e 
di

ffe
re

nc
es

 d
et

ai
le

d 
in

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 7

.

M
IL

 S
TD

 8
10

 F
 M

et
ho

d 
51

6 
Pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

IV
 - 

Tr
an

si
en

t D
ro

p

P
ro

ce
du

re
 IV

 is
 in

te
nd

ed
 fo

r 
m

at
er

ie
l e

ith
er

 o
ut

si
de

 o
r 

w
ith

in
 it

s 
tra

ns
it 

or
 c

om
bi

na
tio

n 
ca

se
, o

r 
as

 p
re

pa
re

d 
fo

r 
fie

ld
us

e 
(c

ar
rie

d 
to

 a
 c

om
ba

t 
si

tu
at

io
n 

by
 m

an
, 

tru
ck

, 
ra

il,
 e

tc
.).

  
It 

is
 u

se
d 

to
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
if 

th
e 

m
at

er
ie

l 
is

 c
ap

ab
le

 o
f

w
ith

st
an

di
ng

 t
he

 s
ho

ck
s 

no
rm

al
ly

 in
du

ce
d 

by
 lo

ad
in

g 
an

d 
un

lo
ad

in
g 

w
he

n 
it 

is
 o

ut
si

de
 o

f 
its

 t
ra

ns
it 

or
 c

om
bi

na
tio

n
ca

se
, 

e.
g.

, 
du

rin
g 

ro
ut

in
e 

m
ai

nt
en

an
ce

, 
w

he
n 

be
in

g 
re

m
ov

ed
 f

ro
m

 a
 r

ac
k,

 b
ei

ng
 p

la
ce

d 
in

 it
s 

tra
ns

it 
ca

se
, 

et
c.

, 
or

w
he

n 
it 

is
 i

ns
id

e 
its

 t
ra

ns
it 

or
 c

om
bi

na
tio

n 
ca

se
. 

 S
uc

h 
sh

oc
ks

 a
re

, 
in

 g
en

er
al

, 
ac

ci
de

nt
al

, 
bu

t 
m

ay
 i

m
pa

ir 
th

e
fu

nc
tio

ni
ng

 o
f 

th
e 

m
at

er
ie

l. 
 T

hi
s 

pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
is

 n
ot

 i
nt

en
de

d 
fo

r 
sh

oc
ks

 e
nc

ou
nt

er
ed

 i
n 

a 
no

rm
al

 l
og

is
tic

 s
hi

pp
in

g
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t a
s 

ex
pe

rie
nc

ed
 b

y 
m

at
er

ie
l i

ns
id

e 
sh

ip
pi

ng
 c

on
ta

in
er

s.



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

93

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
G

A
M

 E
G

 1
3 

M
et

ho
d 

43
 P

ro
ce

du
re

s 
3,

 4
 &

 5

A
pp

lic
ab

ili
ty

. 
P

ro
ce

du
re

 4
 a

pp
lie

s 
to

 a
ll 

eq
ui

pm
en

t 
lia

bl
e 

to
 s

uf
fe

r 
sh

oc
ks

 i
n 

tra
ns

po
rt 

by
 m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l 
m

ea
ns

 a
nd

m
an

ua
lly

 (l
oa

di
ng

 a
nd

 u
nl

oa
di

ng
). 

Th
e 

eq
ui

pm
en

t c
an

 b
e 

in
 it

s 
tra

ns
po

rt 
co

nt
ai

ne
r, 

in
 a

 c
ra

dl
e,

 h
an

dl
in

g 
fra

m
e 

or
 in

 a
po

rta
bl

e 
ca

se
. 

P
ro

ce
du

re
 4

 d
oe

s 
no

t 
ap

pl
y 

to
 t

he
 t

ra
ns

po
rt 

co
nd

iti
on

s 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 s
im

ul
at

ed
 b

y 
a 

ra
nd

om
 v

ib
ra

tio
n

ex
ci

ta
tio

n 
(s

ee
 m

et
ho

d 
42

) I
t d

oe
s 

no
t a

pp
ly

 to
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t w
hi

ch
 is

 a
n 

in
te

gr
al

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 fi

xe
d 

in
st

al
la

tio
n.

IT
O

P 
7-

2-
50

9 
&

 4
-2

-6
02

IT
O

P
 7

-2
-5

09
.

 S
co

pe
. T

hi
s 

IT
O

P
 d

es
cr

ib
es

 th
e 

te
st

in
g 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 o
f s

ys
te

m
s/

ite
m

s’
* 

to
 w

ith
st

an
d

ai
rd

ro
p 

in
 c

om
pl

ia
nc

e 
w

ith
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 r
eq

ui
re

m
en

ts
. S

ys
te

m
s/

ite
m

s 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

sc
op

e 
of

 th
is

 IT
O

P
 in

cl
ud

e 
au

to
m

ot
iv

e
eq

ui
pm

en
t (

an
d 

co
m

po
ne

nt
s)

, m
ar

in
e 

eq
ui

pm
en

t, 
w

ea
po

ns
, i

ne
rt 

am
m

un
iti

on
, m

is
si

le
 s

up
po

rt 
eq

ui
pm

en
t, 

an
d 

ge
ne

ra
l

st
or

es
 d

ro
pp

ed
 b

ot
h 

on
to

 la
nd

 a
nd

 in
to

 w
at

er
. 

A
dd

iti
on

al
 s

af
et

y 
m

ea
su

re
s 

an
d 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 m

us
t 

be
 a

pp
lie

d 
to

 t
he

ai
rd

ro
p 

of
 to

xi
c,

 e
xp

lo
si

ve
, o

r o
th

er
 h

az
ar

do
us

 m
at

er
ia

l.
IT

O
P

 4
-2

-6
02

.
 T

hi
s 

IT
O

P
 p

ro
vi

de
s 

gu
id

an
ce

 f
or

 t
es

tin
g 

th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
of

 m
ilit

ar
y 

ite
m

s 
to

 w
ith

st
an

d 
th

e 
sh

oc
ks

 e
nc

ou
nt

er
ed

 d
ur

in
g

tra
ns

po
rta

tio
n 

to
 o

r e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t o
n 

th
e 

ba
ttl

ef
ie

ld
. B

as
ed

 o
n 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
an

d 
en

gi
ne

er
in

g 
ju

dg
em

en
t, 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 m

ay
be

 a
lte

re
d 

to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

va
ria

tio
ns

 i
n 

ite
m

 a
nd

 p
ac

ka
gi

ng
 c

on
fig

ur
at

io
n.

 I
n 

ge
ne

ra
l, 

ro
ug

h 
ha

nd
lin

g 
te

st
s 

ar
e

pe
rfo

rm
ed

 o
n 

th
os

e 
ite

m
s 

ca
rr

ie
d 

as
 u

ns
ec

ur
ed

 c
ar

go
 in

 t
ru

ck
s,

 o
r 

on
 t

he
 p

er
so

n 
of

 s
ol

di
er

s.
 T

he
se

 it
em

s 
in

cl
ud

e:
m

un
iti

on
s,

 ri
fle

s,
 ro

ck
et

s,
 ra

di
os

, a
nd

 m
or

ta
rs

. S
ec

ur
ed

-c
ar

go
 v

ib
ra

tio
n 

te
st

s 
si

m
ul

at
in

g 
tra

ns
po

rt 
of

 p
ac

ka
ge

d 
ite

m
s 

by
ra

il,
 a

ir,
 s

hi
p,

 tr
ai

le
r, 

an
d 

tru
ck

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 p

ac
ka

ge
d 

tie
d-

do
w

n 
tra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
on

 th
e 

ba
ttl

ef
ie

ld
, a

re
 n

ot
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
as

“r
ou

gh
 h

an
dl

in
g”

 te
st

s,
 n

or
 a

re
 te

st
s 

of
 in

st
al

le
d 

eq
ui

pm
en

t o
r s

to
w

ed
 a

m
m

un
iti

on
. V

ib
ra

tio
n 

te
st

s 
ar

e 
co

ve
re

d 
by

 IT
O

P
l-2

-6
01

. 
Th

e 
3m

 a
nd

 1
2m

 d
ro

p 
te

st
 is

 p
ar

t 
of

 I
TO

P
 4

-2
-6

01
b.

 F
or

 a
m

m
un

iti
on

, 
th

e 
ro

ug
h 

ha
nd

lin
g 

te
st

 is
 ju

st
 o

ne
ph

as
e 

of
 th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 te
st

in
g 

of
 a

m
m

un
iti

on
 c

ov
er

ed
 b

y 
IT

O
P

S
 4

-2
-5

04
 (

1)
C

, (
2)

d,
 a

nd
 (

3)
e.

 W
hi

le
 th

e 
te

st
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s
de

sc
rib

ed
 h

er
ei

n 
ar

e 
di

re
ct

ly
 r

el
at

ed
 to

 a
m

m
un

iti
on

, t
he

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

m
ay

 a
ls

o 
be

 u
se

d 
to

 te
st

 o
th

er
 c

om
m

od
iti

es
, a

s
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

. L
im

ita
tio

ns
. T

hi
s 

IT
O

P
 d

oe
s 

no
t c

ov
er

 v
ib

ra
tio

n 
te

st
in

g 
w

hi
ch

 is
 c

ov
er

ed
 in

 IT
O

P
 1

-2
-6

01
.

Sa
fe

ty
 D

ro
p 

Te
st

ST
A

N
A

G
 4

37
5

Th
e 

m
ai

n 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

of
 th

is
 d

ro
p 

te
st

 is
 to

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

if 
m

un
iti

on
s 

ca
n 

w
ith

st
an

d 
se

ve
re

 s
ho

ck
s 

ca
us

ed
 b

y 
dr

op
s 

on
to

 a
ha

rd
 s

ur
fa

ce
 a

nd
 re

m
ai

n 
sa

fe
 fo

r d
is

po
sa

l.

U
N

 “
O

ra
ng

e”
 B

oo
k 

-  
R

ec
om

m
en

da
tio

ns
 O

n 
Th

e 
Tr

an
sp

or
t O

f D
an

ge
ro

us
 G

oo
ds

 (S
T/

SG
/A

C
.1

0/
R

ev
.1

2)

Th
es

e 
R

ec
om

m
en

da
tio

ns
 h

av
e 

be
en

 d
ev

el
op

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
N

at
io

ns
 E

co
no

m
ic

 a
nd

 S
oc

ia
l C

ou
nc

il's
 C

om
m

itt
ee

 o
f

E
xp

er
ts

 o
n 

th
e 

Tr
an

sp
or

t o
f D

an
ge

ro
us

 G
oo

ds
 in

 th
e 

lig
ht

 o
f t

ec
hn

ic
al

 p
ro

gr
es

s,
 th

e 
ad

ve
nt

 o
f n

ew
 s

ub
st

an
ce

s 
an

d
m

at
er

ia
ls

, t
he

 e
xi

ge
nc

ie
s 

of
 m

od
er

n 
tra

ns
po

rt 
sy

st
em

s 
an

d,
 a

bo
ve

 a
ll,

 th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
t t

o 
en

su
re

 th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 o

f p
eo

pl
e,

pr
op

er
ty

 a
nd

 th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t. 

 T
he

y 
ar

e 
ad

dr
es

se
d 

to
 g

ov
er

nm
en

ts
 a

nd
 in

te
rn

at
io

na
l o

rg
an

is
at

io
ns

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 w

ith



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

94

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
th

e 
re

gu
la

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
tra

ns
po

rt 
of

 d
an

ge
ro

us
 g

oo
ds

.  
Th

ey
 d

o 
no

t a
pp

ly
 to

 th
e 

tra
ns

po
rt 

of
 d

an
ge

ro
us

 g
oo

ds
 in

 b
ul

k
w

hi
ch

, i
n 

m
os

t c
ou

nt
rie

s,
 is

 s
ub

je
ct

 to
 s

pe
ci

al
 re

gu
la

tio
ns

.

Th
e 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

 c
on

ce
rn

in
g 

th
e 

tra
ns

po
rt 

of
 d

an
ge

ro
us

 g
oo

ds
 a

re
 p

re
se

nt
ed

 in
 th

e 
fo

rm
 o

f "
M

od
el

 R
eg

ul
at

io
ns

on
 th

e 
Tr

an
sp

or
t o

f D
an

ge
ro

us
 G

oo
ds

". 
Th

e 
M

od
el

 R
eg

ul
at

io
ns

 a
im

 a
t p

re
se

nt
in

g 
a 

ba
si

c 
sc

he
m

e 
of

 p
ro

vi
si

on
s 

th
at

w
ill

 a
llo

w
 u

ni
fo

rm
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t o

f n
at

io
na

l a
nd

 in
te

rn
at

io
na

l r
eg

ul
at

io
ns

 g
ov

er
ni

ng
 th

e 
va

rio
us

 m
od

es
 o

f t
ra

ns
po

rt;
 y

et
th

ey
 re

m
ai

n 
fle

xi
bl

e 
en

ou
gh

 to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

an
y 

sp
ec

ia
l r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

 th
at

 m
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

to
 b

e 
m

et
.  

It 
is

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
th

at
go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
, 

in
te

rg
ov

er
nm

en
ta

l 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

ns
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 i
nt

er
na

tio
na

l 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

ns
, 

w
he

n 
re

vi
si

ng
 o

r 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

re
gu

la
tio

ns
 fo

r 
w

hi
ch

 th
ey

 a
re

 r
es

po
ns

ib
le

, w
ill

 c
on

fo
rm

 to
 th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 la
id

 d
ow

n 
in

 th
es

e 
M

od
el

 R
eg

ul
at

io
ns

, t
hu

s
co

nt
rib

ut
in

g 
to

 w
or

ld
-w

id
e 

ha
rm

on
is

at
io

n 
in

 th
is

 fi
el

d.
 A

lth
ou

gh
 o

nl
y 

a 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n,
 th

e 
M

od
el

 R
eg

ul
at

io
ns

 h
av

e
be

en
 d

ra
fte

d 
in

 th
e 

m
an

da
to

ry
 s

en
se

 (
i.e

., 
th

e 
w

or
d 

"s
ha

ll"
 is

 e
m

pl
oy

ed
 th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e 

te
xt

 r
at

he
r 

th
an

 "
sh

ou
ld

")
 in

or
de

r t
o 

fa
ci

lit
at

e 
di

re
ct

 u
se

 o
f t

he
 M

od
el

 R
eg

ul
at

io
ns

 a
s 

a 
ba

si
s 

fo
r n

at
io

na
l a

nd
 in

te
rn

at
io

na
l t

ra
ns

po
rt 

re
gu

la
tio

ns
.

Th
e 

sc
op

e 
of

 th
e 

M
od

el
 R

eg
ul

at
io

ns
 s

ho
ul

d 
en

su
re

 th
ei

r v
al

ue
 fo

r a
ll 

w
ho

 a
re

 d
ire

ct
ly

 o
r i

nd
ire

ct
ly

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 w

ith
 th

e
tra

ns
po

rt 
of

 d
an

ge
ro

us
 g

oo
ds

.  
A

m
on

gs
t o

th
er

 a
sp

ec
ts

, t
he

 M
od

el
 R

eg
ul

at
io

ns
 c

ov
er

 p
rin

ci
pl

es
 o

f c
la

ss
ifi

ca
tio

n 
an

d
de

fin
iti

on
 o

f 
cl

as
se

s,
 l

is
tin

g 
of

 t
he

 p
rin

ci
pa

l 
da

ng
er

ou
s 

go
od

s,
 g

en
er

al
 p

ac
ki

ng
 r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

, 
te

st
in

g 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

,
m

ar
ki

ng
, 

la
be

lli
ng

 o
r 

pl
ac

ar
di

ng
, 

an
d 

tra
ns

po
rt 

do
cu

m
en

ts
. 

 T
he

re
 a

re
, 

in
 a

dd
iti

on
, 

sp
ec

ia
l r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

 r
el

at
ed

 t
o

pa
rti

cu
la

r c
la

ss
es

 o
f g

oo
ds

.

D
EF

 S
TA

N
 0

0-
35

 T
es

t F
X3

Th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 th

e 
te

st
 is

 to
 s

up
po

rt 
th

e 
as

se
ss

m
en

t o
f m

un
iti

on
s 

to
 w

ith
st

an
d 

sa
fe

ly
 th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
of

 s
ev

er
e 

im
pa

ct
s

th
at

 m
ay

 o
cc

ur
 d

ur
in

g 
in

-S
er

vi
ce

 u
se

Th
is

 te
st

 is
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 to
 a

ll 
m

un
iti

on
s 

w
hi

ch
 m

ay
 b

e 
su

bj
ec

te
d 

to
 in

ad
ve

rte
nt

 im
pa

ct
. T

he
 c

on
di

tio
ns

 m
ay

 a
ris

e 
w

he
n

th
e 

m
un

iti
on

 is
 p

ac
ka

ge
d 

or
 u

np
ac

ka
ge

d.

Th
is

 te
st

 im
pl

em
en

ts
 S

TA
N

A
G

 4
37

5 
- 

S
af

et
y 

D
ro

p 
Te

st
 fo

r 
M

un
iti

on
s 

an
d 

ad
op

ts
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

Lo
gi

st
ic

 Im
pa

ct
 T

es
t a

nd
th

e 
D

ep
lo

ym
en

t I
m

pa
ct

 T
es

t i
nc

lu
de

d 
in

 th
at

 S
ta

nd
ar

d.
 T

he
 a

cc
ep

ta
nc

e 
cr

ite
rio

n 
fo

r 
th

e 
Lo

gi
st

ic
 Im

pa
ct

 T
es

t i
s 

th
at

fo
llo

w
in

g 
im

pa
ct

 th
e 

m
un

iti
on

 s
ho

ul
d 

re
m

ai
n 

sa
fe

 fo
r 

di
sp

os
al

. T
he

 L
og

is
tic

 Im
pa

ct
 T

es
t b

ro
ad

ly
 c

ov
er

s 
th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

of
 B

R
 8

54
1 

an
d 

ha
s 

be
en

 u
se

d 
tra

di
tio

na
lly

 in
 th

e 
U

K
 fo

r 
sa

fe
ty

 im
pa

ct
 te

st
in

g 
of

 m
un

iti
on

s.
 T

he
 D

ep
lo

ym
en

t I
m

pa
ct

Te
st

 a
do

pt
s 

a 
lo

w
er

 im
pa

ct
 v

el
oc

ity
 th

an
 th

e 
Lo

gi
st

ic
 Im

pa
ct

 T
es

t a
nd

 u
til

is
es

 th
e 

ac
ce

pt
an

ce
 c

rit
er

io
n 

th
at

, f
ol

lo
w

in
g

im
pa

ct
, t

he
 m

un
iti

on
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 s
af

e 
fo

r h
an

dl
in

g 
an

d 
us

e 
if 

no
 v

is
ib

le
 d

am
ag

e 
is

 a
pp

ar
en

t.

Th
is

 te
st

 d
oe

s 
no

t e
nc

om
pa

ss
 c

on
di

tio
ns

 a
ris

in
g 

fro
m

 ro
ug

h 
ha

nd
lin

g,
 o

r h
ig

he
r v

el
oc

ity
 im

pa
ct

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
th

os
e 

ca
us

ed
by

 je
tti

so
n 

of
 m

un
iti

on
s 

fro
m

 a
irc

ra
ft.

 A
ls

o,
 th

e 
te

st
 c

an
no

t r
ep

re
se

nt
 im

pa
ct

s 
w

ith
 a

 s
ig

ni
fic

an
t h

or
iz

on
ta

l v
el

oc
ity

.

IT
O

P 
4-

2-
60

1

Th
is

 lT
O

P
 d

es
cr

ib
es

 t
ec

hn
iq

ue
s 

fo
r 

co
nd

uc
tin

g 
12

m
 d

ro
p 

te
st

s 
of

 m
un

iti
on

s 
(e

.g
., 

ca
rtr

id
ge

s,
 p

ro
je

ct
ile

s,
 s

ep
ar

at
e

lo
ad

in
g 

pr
op

el
la

nt
s,

 i
n 

th
ei

r 
sh

ip
pi

ng
 C

on
fig

ur
at

io
ns

, 
an

d 
3m

 d
ro

p 
te

st
s 

of
 u

np
ac

ka
ge

d 
am

m
un

iti
on

 e
m

pl
oy

ed
 b

y



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

95

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
co

m
ba

t 
ve

hi
cl

es
; 

an
d 

pr
ov

id
es

 g
en

er
al

 g
ui

da
nc

e 
fo

r 
dr

op
 t

es
ts

 f
ro

m
 o

th
er

 h
ei

gh
ts

, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

si
m

ul
at

ed
 p

ar
ac

hu
te

dr
op

s 
us

in
g 

a 
dr

op
 t

ow
er

, 
D

et
ai

le
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

re
ga

rd
in

g 
te

st
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s 
fo

r 
fu

ze
s 

is
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

in
 M

IL
-S

TD
-3

3 
lB

a.
A

lth
ou

gh
 t

he
 p

rin
ci

pl
es

 o
f 

th
is

 I
TO

P
 m

ay
 b

e 
us

ed
 f

or
 r

oc
ke

ts
 a

nd
 m

is
si

le
s,

 g
re

at
 c

ar
e 

m
us

t 
be

 t
ak

en
 in

 d
ro

pp
in

g
ro

ck
et

s 
an

d 
m

is
si

le
s 

du
e 

to
 o

bv
io

us
 s

af
et

y 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
ns

, g
ui

da
nc

e 
in

 IT
O

P
 5

-2
-6

19
b.

  
In

fo
rm

at
io

n 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

2.
 lm

an
d 

1.
5m

 d
ro

p 
te

st
s 

is
 c

on
ta

in
ed

 in
 IT

O
P

 4
-2

-6
02

.’ 
 T

hi
s 

IT
O

P
 d

oe
s 

no
t c

ov
er

 a
ct

ua
l d

ro
ps

 fr
om

 a
irc

ra
ft,

 g
ui

da
nc

e 
in

TO
P

 7
-2

-5
09

d.
 T

hi
s 

IT
O

P
 d

oe
s 

no
t a

dd
re

ss
 s

im
ul

at
ed

 a
ird

ro
p 

te
st

 a
ng

le
s,

 g
ui

da
nc

e 
in

 T
O

P
 7

-2
-5

12
.

Sh
oc

k 
R

es
po

ns
e

Sp
ec

tr
a 

B
as

ed
Pr

oc
ed

ur
es

ST
A

N
A

G
 4

37
0 

A
EC

TP
 4

00
 M

et
ho

d 
41

7

A
pp

lic
at

io
n.

 T
hi

s 
 t

es
t 

m
et

ho
d 

is
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 w
he

re
 m

at
er

ie
l 

is
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 i

ts
 a

de
qu

ac
y 

to
 r

es
is

t 
th

e
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 

co
m

pl
ex

 
tra

ns
ie

nt
 

re
sp

on
se

s 
w

ith
ou

t 
un

ac
ce

pt
ab

le
 

de
gr

ad
at

io
n 

of
 

its
 

fu
nc

tio
na

l 
an

d/
or

 
st

ru
ct

ur
al

pe
rfo

rm
an

ce
. I

t i
s 

pa
rti

cu
la

rly
 u

se
fu

l f
or

 ta
ilo

rin
g 

sh
oc

k 
re

sp
on

se
s 

w
he

re
 m

ea
su

re
d 

tim
e 

hi
st

or
y 

da
ta

 a
re

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
fo

r
th

e 
op

er
at

io
na

l e
nv

iro
nm

en
t, 

an
d 

w
he

n 
us

ed
 fo

r t
hi

s 
pu

rp
os

e,
 th

is
 te

st
 m

et
ho

d 
is

 th
e 

pr
ef

er
re

d 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
to

 c
la

ss
ic

al
w

av
ef

or
m

 s
ho

ck
 te

st
in

g.
 T

he
 te

st
 m

et
ho

d 
is

 b
as

ed
 p

rim
ar

ily
 o

n 
th

e 
us

e 
of

 a
n 

el
ec

tro
-d

yn
am

ic
 o

r 
an

 s
er

vo
-h

yd
ra

ul
ic

vi
br

at
io

n 
te

st
 s

ys
te

m
, w

ith
 a

n 
as

so
ci

at
ed

 c
on

tro
l s

ys
te

m
 u

se
d 

as
 a

 s
ho

ck
 te

st
 m

ac
hi

ne
. T

hi
s 

m
et

ho
d 

pr
ec

lu
de

s 
th

e 
us

e
of

 m
or

e 
tra

di
tio

na
l s

ho
ck

 t
es

t 
m

ac
hi

ne
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

th
e 

sh
oc

k 
dr

op
 t

ab
le

. 
If 

it 
ca

n 
be

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

d 
th

at
 t

he
 m

at
er

ie
l

ex
po

su
re

 s
ho

ck
 i

s 
m

or
e 

of
 a

 c
la

ss
ic

al
 f

or
m

 e
.g

., 
ha

lf-
si

ne
, 

te
rm

in
al

 p
ea

k 
sa

w
to

ot
h,

 o
r 

tra
pe

zo
id

al
, 

M
et

ho
d 

40
3

C
la

ss
ic

al
 W

av
ef

or
m

 S
ho

ck
 i

s 
re

co
m

m
en

de
d.

 A
E

C
TP

 2
00

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
ad

di
tio

na
l 

gu
id

an
ce

 o
n 

th
e 

se
le

ct
io

n 
of

 a
 t

es
t

pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
fo

r a
 s

pe
ci

fic
 s

ho
ck

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t.

Li
m

ita
tio

ns
. T

hi
s 

te
st

 m
et

ho
d 

is
 n

ot
 in

te
nd

ed
 to

 c
ov

er
 c

lo
se

 p
ro

xi
m

ity
 g

un
 b

la
st

, n
uc

le
ar

 b
la

st
, u

nd
er

w
at

er
 e

xp
lo

si
on

, o
r

sa
fe

ty
 d

ro
p 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ts

. P
yr

ot
ec

hn
ic

 s
ho

ck
s 

ar
e 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
in

 M
et

ho
d 

41
5 

P
yr

os
ho

ck
.

It 
m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
po

ss
ib

le
 t

o 
si

m
ul

at
e 

so
m

e 
in

-s
er

vi
ce

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l h

ig
h 

am
pl

itu
de

, 
hi

gh
 f

re
qu

en
cy

 r
es

po
ns

es
 b

ec
au

se
vi

br
at

io
n 

te
st

 s
ys

te
m

 p
ow

er
 c

on
st

ra
in

ts
 o

r f
ix

tu
re

 li
m

ita
tio

ns
 m

ay
 p

re
ve

nt
 th

e 
sa

tis
fa

ct
or

y 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

S
R

S
 s

ho
ck

pu
ls

e 
to

 th
e 

te
st

 it
em

.

EN
/IE

C
 6

00
68

-2
-5

7 
&

 8
1

60
06

8-
2-

57
  T

es
t F

f: 
V

ib
ra

tio
n 

– 
Ti

m
e-

hi
st

or
y 

m
et

ho
d

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n.

 T
hi

s 
st

an
da

rd
 d

et
ai

ls
 m

et
ho

ds
 f

or
 t

es
tin

g 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s,
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

el
ec

tr
ot

ec
hn

ic
al

pr
od

uc
ts

 (
he

re
in

af
te

r 
re

fe
rr

ed
 to

 a
s 

“s
pe

ci
m

en
s”

) 
w

hi
ch

 in
 s

er
vi

ce
 c

an
 b

e 
su

bj
ec

te
d 

to
 s

ho
rt

-d
ur

at
io

n 
ra

nd
om

ty
pe

 d
yn

am
ic

 f
or

ce
s 

of
 w

hi
ch

 t
yp

ic
al

 e
xa

m
pl

es
 a

re
 t

he
 s

tr
es

se
s 

in
du

ce
d 

in
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t 
as

 a
 r

es
ul

t 
of

ea
rt

hq
ua

ke
s,

 e
xp

lo
si

on
s 

an
d 

so
m

e 
ph

as
es

 o
f 

tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n.
 T

he
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
tic

s 
of

 t
he

se
 f

or
ce

s 
an

d 
th

e
da

m
pi

ng
 o

f t
he

 s
pe

ci
m

en
 m

ay
 b

e 
su

ch
 th

at
 th

e 
vi

br
at

io
na

l r
es

po
ns

e 
of

 th
e 

sp
ec

im
en

 w
ill

 n
ot

 r
ea

ch
 a

 s
te

ad
y-

st
at

e 
co

nd
iti

on
. 

Th
e 

te
st

 c
on

si
st

s,
 a

fte
r 

an
y 

pr
el

im
in

ar
y 

vi
br

at
io

n 
re

sp
on

se
 i

nv
es

tig
at

io
n 

w
ith

 s
in

us
oi

da
l

vi
br

at
io

n,
 in

 s
ub

je
ct

in
g 

th
e 

sp
ec

im
en

 t
o 

a 
tim

e-
hi

st
or

y 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 b

y 
a 

re
sp

on
se

 s
pe

ct
ru

m
 w

ith
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
tic

s
si

m
ul

at
in

g 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
of

 th
e 

dy
na

m
ic

 fo
rc

es
.



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

96

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns

A
 ti

m
e-

hi
st

or
y 

m
ay

 b
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
or

 o
bt

ai
ne

d 
fr

om
:

-  
a 

na
tu

ra
l e

ve
nt

 (n
at

ur
al

 ti
m

e-
hi

st
or

y)
;

-  
a 

ra
nd

om
 s

am
pl

e
-  

 a
 s

yn
th

es
iz

ed
 s

ig
na

l

O
bj

ec
t. 

To
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

 s
ta

nd
ar

d 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

fo
r 

de
te

rm
in

in
g,

 b
y 

th
e 

tim
e-

hi
st

or
y 

m
et

ho
d,

 t
he

 a
bi

lit
y 

of
 a

sp
ec

im
en

 to
 w

ith
st

an
d 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 s
ev

er
iti

es
 o

f t
ra

ns
ie

nt
 v

ib
ra

tio
n.

G
en

er
al

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
n.

 T
he

 p
ur

po
se

 o
f 

th
is

 t
es

t 
is

 t
o 

de
te

rm
in

e 
m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l 
w

ea
kn

es
s 

an
d/

or
 d

eg
ra

da
tio

n 
in

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 a
nd

 t
o 

us
e 

th
is

 i
nf

or
m

at
io

n,
 i

n 
co

nj
un

ct
io

n 
w

ith
 t

he
 r

el
ev

an
t 

sp
ec

ifi
ca

tio
n,

 t
o 

de
ci

de
w

he
th

er
 a

 s
pe

ci
m

en
 i

s 
ac

ce
pt

ab
le

 o
r 

no
t. 

It 
m

ay
 a

ls
o 

be
 u

se
d,

 i
n 

so
m

e 
ca

se
s,

 t
o 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

 t
he

m
ec

ha
ni

ca
l 

ro
bu

st
ne

ss
 o

f 
sp

ec
im

en
s 

an
d/

or
 t

o 
st

ud
y 

th
ei

r 
dy

na
m

ic
 b

eh
av

io
ur

. 
Th

e 
ex

te
nt

 t
o 

w
hi

ch
 a

sp
ec

im
en

 h
as

 t
o 

fu
nc

tio
n 

du
rin

g 
vi

br
at

io
n 

or
 m

er
el

y 
to

 s
ur

vi
ve

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 o

f 
vi

br
at

io
n 

sh
al

l b
e 

st
at

ed
 in

 t
he

re
le

va
nt

 s
pe

ci
fic

at
io

n.

60
06

8-
2-

81
  T

es
t E

i: 
S

ho
ck

 –
S

ho
ck

 re
sp

on
se

 s
pe

ct
ru

m
 s

yn
th

es
is

In
tro

du
ct

io
n.

 T
hi

s 
pa

rt 
of

 I
E

C
 6

00
68

, 
de

si
gn

ed
 f

or
 t

es
tin

g 
w

ith
 a

 s
yn

th
es

is
ed

 s
ho

ck
 r

es
po

ns
e 

sp
ec

tru
m

 (
S

R
S

) 
is

in
te

nd
ed

 
fo

r 
ge

ne
ra

l 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
fo

r 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s,
 

eq
ui

pm
en

t 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

pr
od

uc
ts

, 
he

re
in

af
te

r 
re

fe
rr

ed
 

to
 

as
“s

pe
ci

m
en

s”
, w

he
n 

si
m

ul
at

io
n 

of
 tr

an
si

en
t r

es
po

ns
es

 o
f a

 c
om

pl
ex

 n
at

ur
e 

is
 re

qu
ire

d.
 T

he
 te

st
 m

et
ho

d 
ce

nt
re

s 
on

 th
e

us
e 

of
 S

R
S

 a
nd

 te
ch

ni
qu

es
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 S

R
S

.

P
ur

po
se

.  
Th

e 
pu

rp
os

e 
of

 th
e 

te
st

 is
 to

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 th
e 

ad
eq

ua
cy

 o
f t

he
 te

st
 s

pe
ci

m
en

 to
 re

si
st

 th
e 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 tr
an

si
en

t
ex

ci
ta

tio
n,

 w
ith

ou
t u

na
cc

ep
ta

bl
e 

de
gr

ad
at

io
n 

of
 it

s 
fu

nc
tio

na
l a

nd
/o

r s
tru

ct
ur

al
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
. I

t i
s 

pa
rti

cu
la

rly
 u

se
fu

l f
or

ta
ilo

rin
g 

sh
oc

k 
re

sp
on

se
s 

w
he

re
 m

ea
su

re
d 

da
ta

 a
re

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
fro

m
 th

e 
op

er
at

io
na

l e
nv

iro
nm

en
t. 

H
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 te
st

 is
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 to
 a

ny
 tr

an
si

en
t e

xc
ita

tio
n 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
lim

its
 o

f t
he

 te
st

in
g 

ap
pa

ra
tu

s.

U
se

.  
Th

e 
te

st
 m

et
ho

d 
is

 b
as

ed
 p

rim
ar

ily
 o

n 
th

e 
us

e 
of

 a
n 

el
ec

tro
-d

yn
am

ic
 o

r 
a 

se
rv

o-
hy

dr
au

lic
 v

ib
ra

tio
n 

ge
ne

ra
to

r
w

ith
 a

n 
as

so
ci

at
ed

 c
om

pu
te

r-
ba

se
d 

co
nt

ro
l s

ys
te

m
 u

se
d 

as
 a

 s
ho

ck
 t

es
tin

g 
sy

st
em

. 
O

th
er

 s
ho

ck
 t

es
tin

g 
m

ac
hi

ne
s

m
ay

 b
e 

us
ed

, p
ro

vi
de

d 
th

ey
 fu

lfi
l t

he
 re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 o

f t
hi

s 
st

an
da

rd
. I

t i
s 

em
ph

as
is

ed
 th

at
 S

R
S

 s
yn

th
es

is
 te

st
in

g 
al

w
ay

s
de

m
an

ds
 a

 c
er

ta
in

 d
eg

re
e 

of
 e

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
ju

dg
em

en
t. 

B
ot

h 
su

pp
lie

r 
an

d 
pu

rc
ha

se
r 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
fu

lly
 a

w
ar

e 
of

 th
is

 fa
ct

.
Th

e 
w

rit
er

 o
f 

th
e 

re
le

va
nt

 s
pe

ci
fic

at
io

n 
is

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
to

 s
el

ec
t 

th
e 

te
st

in
g 

pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
an

d 
th

e 
va

lu
es

 o
f 

se
ve

rit
y

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 to

 th
e 

sp
ec

im
en

 a
nd

 it
s 

us
e.

S
co

pe
.  

Th
is

 p
ar

t o
f I

E
C

 6
00

68
 s

pe
ci

fie
s 

te
st

s 
us

in
g 

a 
sy

nt
he

si
se

d 
sh

oc
k 

re
sp

on
se

 s
pe

ct
ru

m
 (S

R
S)

. I
t i

s 
in

te
nd

ed
 fo

r
ge

ne
ra

l a
pp

lic
at

io
n 

to
 s

pe
ci

m
en

s 
w

he
n 

si
m

ul
at

io
n 

of
 tr

an
si

en
t e

xc
ita

tio
n 

of
 a

 c
om

pl
ex

 n
at

ur
e 

is
 re

qu
ire

d.

D
EF

 S
TA

N
 0

0-
35

  T
es

t M
6

Th
e 

op
er

at
io

na
l s

ho
ck

 te
st

 is
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 w
he

n 
si

m
ul

at
io

n 
is

 re
qu

ire
d 

of
 m

at
er

ie
l t

ra
ns

ie
nt

 re
sp

on
se

s 
w

ho
se

 w
av

ef
or

m
is

 o
f a

 c
om

pl
ic

at
ed

 n
at

ur
e.

 It
 is

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 u
se

fu
l f

or
 ta

ilo
rin

g 
sh

oc
k 

ex
ci

ta
tio

ns
 w

he
n 

m
ea

su
re

d 
da

ta
 is

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
fo

r



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

97

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
th

e 
op

er
at

io
na

l e
nv

iro
nm

en
t. 

Th
e 

op
er

at
io

na
l s

ho
ck

 te
st

 m
ay

 a
ls

o 
be

 u
se

d 
as

 a
n 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

to
 th

e 
ba

si
c 

sh
oc

k 
te

st
.

Th
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 o

f t
hi

s 
te

st
 a

re
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

th
os

e 
of

 th
e 

vi
br

at
io

n 
te

st
, w

hi
ch

 u
til

is
es

 s
im

ila
r t

es
t h

ar
dw

ar
e.

 T
he

 p
ur

po
se

 o
f

th
is

 t
es

t 
is

 t
o 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

 t
he

 a
de

qu
ac

y 
of

 m
at

er
ie

l 
to

 r
es

is
t 

un
ac

ce
pt

ab
le

 d
eg

ra
da

tio
n 

of
 i

ts
 f

un
ct

io
na

l 
an

d/
or

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 w

he
n 

su
bj

ec
te

d 
to

 th
e 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 s
ho

ck
s.

 T
he

 te
st

 is
 in

te
nd

ed
 p

rim
ar

ily
 fo

r 
te

st
in

g 
un

pa
ck

ag
ed

eq
ui

pm
en

ts
 a

nd
 f

or
 i

te
m

s 
in

 t
he

ir 
tra

ns
it 

ca
se

s 
w

he
re

 t
he

 l
at

te
r 

m
ay

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 a

s 
an

 i
nt

eg
ra

l 
pa

rt 
of

 t
he

eq
ui

pm
en

t. 
E

qu
ip

m
en

t 
ch

ar
ac

te
ris

at
io

n 
te

st
s,

 s
uc

h 
as

 r
es

on
an

ce
 s

ea
rc

he
s,

 d
et

er
m

in
at

io
n 

of
 f

re
qu

en
cy

 r
es

po
ns

e
fu

nc
tio

ns
, a

nd
 m

od
al

 a
na

ly
se

s,
 a

re
 n

ot
 a

dd
re

ss
ed

 in
 th

is
 C

ha
pt

er
, s

in
ce

 p
ub

lis
he

d 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
is

 re
ad

ily
 a

va
ila

bl
e.

M
IL

 S
TD

 8
10

 F
 T

es
t 5

16

Th
e 

in
te

nt
 o

f t
hi

s 
te

st
 is

 to
 d

is
cl

os
e 

fa
ilu

re
s 

w
hi

ch
 m

ay
 re

su
lt 

fro
m

, o
r a

dj
us

tm
en

ts
 n

ec
es

si
ta

te
d 

by
 s

ho
ck

s 
ex

pe
rie

nc
ed

by
 m

at
er

ie
l d

ur
in

g 
us

e 
in

 th
e 

fie
ld

.  
E

ve
n 

th
ou

gh
 m

at
er

ie
l h

as
 s

uc
ce

ss
fu

lly
 w

ith
st

oo
d 

ev
en

 m
or

e 
se

ve
re

 s
ho

ck
s 

du
rin

g
sh

ip
pi

ng
 o

r 
tra

ns
it 

sh
oc

k 
te

st
s,

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
di

ffe
re

nc
es

 in
 s

up
po

rt 
an

d 
at

ta
ch

m
en

t m
et

ho
ds

 a
nd

 in
 fu

nc
tio

na
l c

he
ck

in
g

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 th
at

 m
ak

e 
th

is
 a

dd
iti

on
al

 te
st

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
.  

Ta
ilo

rin
g 

of
 th

e 
te

st
 is

 re
qu

ire
d 

w
he

n 
da

ta
 a

re
 o

n 
ha

nd
, c

an
 b

e
m

ea
su

re
d,

 o
r c

an
 b

e 
es

tim
at

ed
 fr

om
 re

la
te

d 
da

ta
 u

si
ng

 a
cc

ep
te

d 
sc

al
in

g 
te

ch
ni

qu
es

.

G
A

M
 E

G
 1

3 
 1

st
 P

ar
t m

et
ho

d 
43

Th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 th

e 
Te

st
 is

 to
 s

im
ul

at
e 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

f S
ho

ck
s 

an
d/

or
 la

rg
e 

sc
al

e 
tra

ns
ie

nt
 b

ut
 fa

irl
y 

in
fre

qu
en

t v
ib

ra
tio

ns
,

th
at

 th
e 

eq
ui

pm
en

t s
ho

ul
d 

su
pp

or
t i

n 
di

ffe
re

nt
 p

ha
se

s 
of

 it
s 

us
e.

IT
O

P 
5-

2-
50

6

Th
es

e 
te

st
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s 
ar

e 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 ta
rg

et
ed

 a
t m

is
si

le
s,

 r
oc

ke
ts

 a
nd

 th
ei

r 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s,
 h

ow
ev

er
, t

he
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s
m

ay
 b

e 
ap

pl
ie

d 
to

 o
th

er
 it

em
s.

 T
he

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

ar
e 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 f

or
 c

la
ss

ic
al

 (
ha

lf-
si

ne
, 

sa
w

to
ot

h,
 t

ra
pe

zo
id

al
, 

et
c.

),
sy

nt
he

si
se

d 
(c

om
po

un
d 

w
av

ef
or

m
), 

an
d 

py
ro

te
ch

ni
c 

sh
oc

k 
pu

ls
es

.

Py
ro

sh
oc

k
ST

A
N

A
G

 4
37

0 
A

EC
TP

 4
00

 M
et

ho
d 

41
5

P
ur

po
se

. 
Th

e 
pu

rp
os

e 
of

 t
hi

s 
te

st
 m

et
ho

d 
is

 t
o 

re
pl

ic
at

e 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
of

 c
om

pl
ex

 h
ig

h 
am

pl
itu

de
 a

nd
 h

ig
h 

fre
qu

en
cy

tra
ns

ie
nt

 r
es

po
ns

es
 w

hi
ch

 a
re

 i
nc

ur
re

d 
by

 s
ys

te
m

s,
 s

ub
sy

st
em

s 
an

d 
un

its
, 

he
re

af
te

r 
ca

lle
d 

m
at

er
ie

l, 
du

rin
g 

th
e

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l 

co
nd

iti
on

s 
un

de
r 

ex
po

su
re

 t
o 

py
ro

sh
oc

k 
fro

m
 p

yr
ot

ec
hn

ic
 e

xp
lo

si
ve

 o
r 

pr
op

el
la

nt
-a

ct
iv

at
ed

de
vi

ce
s.

A
pp

lic
at

io
n.

 T
hi

s 
m

et
ho

d 
is

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 w

he
re

 m
at

er
ie

l i
s 

re
qu

ire
d 

to
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 it

s 
ad

eq
ua

cy
 to

 re
si

st
 th

e 
py

ro
sh

oc
k

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t w

ith
ou

t u
na

cc
ep

ta
bl

e 
de

gr
ad

at
io

n 
of

 it
s 

fu
nc

tio
na

l a
nd

/o
r s

tru
ct

ur
al

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

. S
up

pl
em

en
ta

l t
ec

hn
ic

al
gu

id
an

ce
 is

 c
on

ta
in

ed
 in

 re
fe

re
nc

es
 a

, b
, a

nd
 A

nn
ex

 A
.. 

A
E

C
TP

’s
 1

00
 a

nd
 2

00
 p

ro
vi

de
 g

ui
da

nc
e 

on
 th

e 
se

le
ct

io
n 

of
 a

te
st

 p
ro

ce
du

re
 fo

r t
he

 p
yr

os
ho

ck
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t.

Li
m

ita
tio

ns
. B

ec
au

se
 o

f t
he

 h
ig

hl
y 

sp
ec

ia
lis

ed
 n

at
ur

e 
of

 p
yr

os
ho

ck
, a

pp
ly

 it
 o

nl
y 

af
te

r 
gi

vi
ng

 c
ar

ef
ul

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
to

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

co
nt

ai
ne

d 
in

 th
e 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
 b

el
ow

. I
n 

ge
ne

ra
l, 

it 
m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
po

ss
ib

le
 to

 s
im

ul
at

e 
so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
ac

tu
al

 in
-



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

98

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
se

rv
ic

e 
py

ro
sh

oc
k 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ts

 b
ec

au
se

 f
ix

tu
re

 l
im

ita
tio

ns
 o

r 
ph

ys
ic

al
 c

on
st

ra
in

ts
 c

an
 p

re
ve

nt
 t

he
 s

at
is

fa
ct

or
y

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
py

ro
sh

oc
k 

to
 th

e 
te

st
 it

em
.

Th
is

 m
et

ho
d 

do
es

 n
ot

 in
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

sh
oc

k 
ef

fe
ct

s 
ex

pe
rie

nc
ed

 b
y 

m
at

er
ie

l a
s 

a 
re

su
lt 

of
 a

ny
 m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l s
ho

ck
,

tra
ns

ie
nt

 v
ib

ra
tio

n,
 s

hi
pb

oa
rd

 s
ho

ck
, o

r E
M

I. 
 F

or
 th

es
e 

ty
pe

s 
of

 s
ho

ck
s 

se
e 

th
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 m

et
ho

d 
in

 A
E

C
TP

40
0.

Th
is

 m
et

ho
d 

do
es

 n
ot

 i
nc

lu
de

 t
he

 e
ffe

ct
s 

ex
pe

rie
nc

ed
 b

y 
fu

se
 s

ys
te

m
s 

th
at

 a
re

 s
en

si
tiv

e 
to

 s
ho

ck
 f

ro
m

py
ro

te
ch

ni
c 

de
vi

ce
s.

  S
ho

ck
 te

st
s 

fo
r s

af
et

y 
an

d 
op

er
at

io
n 

of
 fu

se
s 

an
d 

fu
se

 c
om

po
ne

nt
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

pe
rfo

rm
ed

 in
ac

co
rd

an
ce

 w
ith

 o
th

er
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 n
at

io
na

l 
an

d 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

st
an

da
rd

s 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 a
dd

re
ss

in
g 

fu
se

 s
ys

te
m

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l t
es

tin
g.

Th
is

 m
et

ho
d 

do
es

 n
ot

 in
cl

ud
e 

sp
ec

ia
l p

ro
vi

si
on

s 
fo

r p
er

fo
rm

in
g 

py
ro

sh
oc

k 
te

st
s 

at
 h

ig
h 

or
 lo

w
 te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
s.

Th
is

 m
et

ho
d 

is
 n

ot
 in

te
nd

ed
 t

o 
be

 a
pp

lie
d 

to
 m

an
ne

d 
sp

ac
e 

ve
hi

cl
e 

te
st

in
g,

 s
ee

 r
ef

er
en

ce
 b

 a
nd

 A
nn

ex
 A

re
fe

re
nc

e 
l.

Th
is

 m
et

ho
d 

do
es

 n
ot

 a
dd

re
ss

 s
ec

on
da

ry
 e

ffe
ct

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
in

du
ce

d 
bl

as
t, 

E
M

I, 
an

d 
th

er
m

al
 e

ffe
ct

s.

Th
is

 m
et

ho
d 

do
es

 n
ot

 a
dd

re
ss

 e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 b

al
lis

tic
 s

ho
ck

 o
n 

m
at

er
ie

l.

M
IL

 S
TD

 8
10

 F
 M

et
ho

d 
51

7

P
yr

os
ho

ck
 te

st
s 

in
vo

lv
in

g 
py

ro
te

ch
ni

c 
(e

xp
lo

si
ve

- 
or

 p
ro

pe
lla

nt
-a

ct
iv

at
ed

) 
de

vi
ce

s 
ar

e 
pe

rfo
rm

ed
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
 d

eg
re

e
of

 c
on

fid
en

ce
 t

ha
t 

m
at

er
ie

l 
ca

n 
st

ru
ct

ur
al

ly
 a

nd
 f

un
ct

io
na

lly
 w

ith
st

an
d 

th
e 

in
fre

qu
en

t 
sh

oc
k 

ef
fe

ct
s 

ca
us

ed
 b

y 
th

e
de

to
na

tio
n 

of
 a

 p
yr

ot
ec

hn
ic

 d
ev

ic
e 

on
 a

 s
tru

ct
ur

al
 c

on
fig

ur
at

io
n 

to
 w

hi
ch

 t
he

 m
at

er
ie

l 
is

 m
ou

nt
ed

. 
ex

pe
rim

en
ta

lly
es

tim
at

e 
th

e 
m

at
er

ie
l's

 fr
ag

ilit
y 

le
ve

l r
el

at
iv

e 
to

 p
yr

os
ho

ck
 in

 o
rd

er
 th

at
 s

ho
ck

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 m
ay

 b
e 

em
pl

oy
ed

to
 p

ro
te

ct
 th

e 
m

at
er

ie
l’s

 s
tru

ct
ur

al
 a

nd
 fu

nc
tio

na
l i

nt
eg

rit
y.

G
A

M
 E

G
 1

3 
 M

et
ho

d 
43

 P
ro

ce
du

re
 7

A
pp

lic
ab

ili
ty

. P
ro

ce
du

re
 7

 is
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 to
 a

n 
eq

ui
pm

en
t w

hi
ch

 s
ho

ul
d 

re
si

st
 a

nd
/o

r o
pe

ra
te

 in
 th

e 
pr

es
en

ce
 o

f s
ho

ck
s

pr
od

uc
ed

 b
y 

a 
py

ro
te

ch
ni

ca
l d

et
on

at
in

g 
fu

se
 , 

by
 a

 p
yr

ot
ec

hn
ic

al
 tr

an
sm

is
si

on
 re

la
y,

 b
y 

a 
py

ro
te

ch
ni

ca
l d

et
on

at
or

, b
y

an
 e

xp
lo

si
ve

 b
ol

t, 
et

c.
 S

ho
ck

s 
of

 th
is

 ty
pe

 a
re

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
is

ed
 b

y 
a 

sh
oc

k 
re

sp
on

se
 s

pe
ct

ru
m

 w
hi

ch
 c

an
 e

xt
en

d 
fro

m
10

0 
to

 2
5,

00
0 

H
z,

 w
ith

 a
m

pl
itu

de
s 

th
at

 c
an

 e
xc

ee
d 

se
ve

ra
l t

ho
us

an
d 

g 
be

yo
nd

 1
00

0 
H

z.
 T

he
 p

ul
se

 ti
m

es
 c

an
 ru

n 
fro

m
a 

fe
w

 µ
s 

to
 s

ev
er

al
 1

0 
m

s.
 T

he
 p

yr
ot

ec
hn

ic
al

 s
ho

ck
 te

st
 is

 n
ot

 re
qu

ire
d 

w
he

n 
th

e 
sh

oc
k 

re
sp

on
se

 s
pe

ct
ru

m
 is

 c
ov

er
ed

P
ro

ce
du

re
 7

 is
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 to
 a

n 
eq

ui
pm

en
t w

hi
ch

 s
ho

ul
d 

re
si

st
 a

nd
/o

r o
pe

ra
te

 in
 th

e 
pr

es
en

ce
 o

f s
ho

ck
s 

pr
od

uc
ed

 b
y

a 
py

ro
te

ch
ni

ca
l d

et
on

at
in

g 
fu

se
 , 

by
 a

 p
yr

ot
ec

hn
ic

al
 tr

an
sm

is
si

on
 re

la
y,

 b
y 

a 
py

ro
te

ch
ni

ca
l d

et
on

at
or

, b
y 

an
 e

xp
lo

si
ve

bo
lt,

 e
tc

. 
S

ho
ck

s 
of

 t
hi

s 
ty

pe
 a

re
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
ed

 b
y 

a 
sh

oc
k 

re
sp

on
se

 s
pe

ct
ru

m
 w

hi
ch

 c
an

 e
xt

en
d 

fro
m

 1
00

 t
o

25
,0

00
 H

z,
 w

ith
 a

m
pl

itu
de

s 
th

at
 c

an
 e

xc
ee

d 
se

ve
ra

l t
ho

us
an

d 
g 

be
yo

nd
 1

00
0 

H
z.

 T
he

 p
ul

se
 ti

m
es

 c
an

 ru
n 

fro
m

 a
 fe

w
µs

 to
 s

ev
er

al
 1

0 
m

s.
 T

he
 p

yr
ot

ec
hn

ic
al

 s
ho

ck
 te

st
 is

 n
ot

 re
qu

ire
d 

w
he

n 
th

e 
sh

oc
k 

re
sp

on
se

 s
pe

ct
ru

m
 is

 c
ov

er
ed



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

99

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
IT

O
P 

5-
2-

50
6

Th
es

e 
te

st
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s 
ar

e 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 ta
rg

et
ed

 a
t m

is
si

le
s,

 r
oc

ke
ts

 a
nd

 th
ei

r 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s,
 h

ow
ev

er
, t

he
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s
m

ay
 b

e 
ap

pl
ie

d 
to

 o
th

er
 it

em
s.

 T
he

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

ar
e 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 f

or
 c

la
ss

ic
al

 (
ha

lf-
si

ne
, 

sa
w

to
ot

h,
 t

ra
pe

zo
id

al
, 

et
c.

),
sy

nt
he

si
se

d 
(c

om
po

un
d 

w
av

ef
or

m
), 

an
d 

py
ro

te
ch

ni
c 

sh
oc

k 
pu

ls
es

.

R
ai

l I
m

pa
ct

ST
A

N
A

G
 4

37
0 

A
EC

TP
 4

00
 M

et
ho

d 
41

6

P
ur

po
se

. 
Th

e 
pu

rp
os

e 
of

 t
hi

s 
te

st
 m

et
ho

d 
is

 t
o 

re
pl

ic
at

e 
th

e 
ra

ilr
oa

d 
ca

r 
im

pa
ct

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 t

ha
t 

oc
cu

r 
du

rin
g 

ra
il

sh
ip

m
en

t 
of

 s
ys

te
m

s,
 s

ub
sy

st
em

s 
an

d 
un

its
, 

he
re

af
te

r 
ca

lle
d 

m
at

er
ie

l, 
an

d 
th

ei
r 

tie
do

w
n 

ar
ra

ng
em

en
ts

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 lo
gi

st
ic

 c
on

di
tio

ns
. R

ai
l i

m
pa

ct
s 

te
st

s 
ar

e 
al

so
 c

on
du

ct
ed

 to
 s

ub
je

ct
 la

rg
e 

m
at

er
ie

l t
o 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 lo
ng

itu
di

na
l

an
d/

or
 tr

an
sv

er
se

 s
ho

ck
s 

to
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 m

at
er

ia
l s

tre
ng

th
.

A
pp

lic
at

io
n.

 A
E

C
TP

 2
00

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
gu

id
an

ce
 o

n 
th

e 
se

le
ct

io
n 

of
 a

 te
st

 p
ro

ce
du

re
 fo

r a
 s

pe
ci

fic
 ra

il 
im

pa
ct

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t.

Fu
rth

er
 d

es
cr

ip
tio

n 
of

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

fo
r r

ai
lc

ar
 lo

ad
in

g 
an

d 
tra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
ar

e 
pr

ov
id

ed
 in

 re
fe

re
nc

e 
d.

Te
st

 P
ro

ce
du

re
 I

 (
 U

S
 C

us
hi

on
ed

 C
ou

pl
er

 C
ar

 )
 is

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 w

he
re

 m
at

er
ie

l i
s 

re
qu

ire
d 

to
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 it

s
ad

eq
ua

cy
 t

o 
re

si
st

 t
he

 s
pe

ci
fie

d 
ra

ilr
oa

d 
ca

r 
im

pa
ct

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t 

w
ith

ou
t 

un
ac

ce
pt

ab
le

 d
eg

ra
da

tio
n 

of
 i

ts
fu

nc
tio

na
l a

nd
/o

r s
tru

ct
ur

al
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
. T

hi
s 

te
st

 is
 m

an
da

to
ry

 fo
r m

at
er

ie
l t

o 
be

 tr
an

sp
or

te
d 

by
 ra

il 
in

 th
e 

U
S

.

Te
st

 P
ro

ce
du

re
 II

 ( 
E

ur
op

ea
n 

R
ai

lw
ay

 ) 
is

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 fo

r t
he

 g
en

er
at

io
n 

of
 a

 lo
w

-le
ve

l, 
lo

ng
 d

ur
at

io
n 

sh
oc

k 
on

la
rg

e 
te

st
 it

em
s,

 a
nd

 is
 a

 re
qu

ire
m

en
t o

f t
he

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
R

ai
lw

ay
 A

dm
in

is
tra

tio
n.

Te
st

 P
ro

ce
du

re
 I

II 
( 

La
bo

ra
to

ry
 S

im
ul

at
io

n 
) 

is
 a

 l
ab

or
at

or
y 

si
m

ul
at

io
n 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 t

o 
ite

m
s 

fit
te

d 
on

to
 o

r
tra

ns
po

rte
d 

by
 ra

ilw
ay

 v
eh

ic
le

s.

Li
m

ita
tio

ns
. T

hi
s 

m
et

ho
d 

is
 n

ot
 in

te
nd

ed
 fo

r 
ra

ilc
ar

 c
ra

sh
 c

on
di

tio
ns

 o
r 

sm
al

l i
nd

iv
id

ua
l p

ac
ka

ge
s 

th
at

 w
ou

ld
 n

or
m

al
ly

be
 s

hi
pp

ed
 m

ou
nt

ed
 o

n 
a 

pa
lle

t.

M
IL

 S
TD

 8
10

 F
 M

et
ho

d 
51

6 
Pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

VI
I -

 R
ai

l i
m

pa
ct

P
ro

ce
du

re
 V

II 
is

 in
te

nd
ed

 to
 te

st
 m

at
er

ie
l t

ha
t w

ill
 b

e 
tra

ns
po

rte
d 

by
 ra

il;
 to

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

f n
or

m
al

 ra
ilr

oa
d 

ca
r

im
pa

ct
s 

th
at

 o
cc

ur
 d

ur
in

g 
ra

il 
sh

ip
m

en
t, 

to
 v

er
ify

 th
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 in

te
gr

ity
 o

f t
he

 m
at

er
ie

l, 
an

d 
to

 e
va

lu
at

e 
th

e 
ad

eq
ua

cy
of

 th
e 

tie
do

w
n 

sy
st

em
 a

nd
 th

e 
tie

do
w

n 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

.  
Te

st
 a

ll 
ite

m
s 

at
 th

ei
r m

ax
im

um
 g

ro
ss

 w
ei

gh
t (

fu
lly

 lo
ad

ed
) r

at
in

g
un

le
ss

 o
th

er
w

is
e 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 in
 th

e 
tra

ns
po

rta
bi

lit
y 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r t

he
 m

at
er

ie
l. 

 T
hi

s 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

is
 n

ot
 in

te
nd

ed
 fo

r t
he

se
pa

ra
te

 te
st

in
g 

of
 s

m
al

l, 
in

di
vi

du
al

ly
 p

ac
ka

ge
d 

pi
ec

es
 o

f m
at

er
ie

l t
ha

t w
ou

ld
 n

or
m

al
ly

 b
e 

sh
ip

pe
d 

(a
nd

 te
st

ed
) 

w
he

n
m

ou
nt

ed
 o

n 
a 

pa
lle

t, 
or

 a
s 

pa
rt 

of
 a

 la
rg

er
 m

at
er

ie
l. 

 F
or

 t
es

ts
 s

uc
h 

as
 t

he
se

, 
th

e 
re

fe
re

nc
es

 p
ro

vi
de

 g
ui

da
nc

e 
on

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ts

 m
ea

su
re

d 
du

rin
g 

ra
il 

im
pa

ct
 th

at
 m

ay
 b

e 
us

ef
ul

 in
 s

ep
ar

at
e 

la
bo

ra
to

ry
 te

st
in

g 
of

 s
uc

h 
ite

m
s.

G
A

M
 E

G
 1

3 
 M

et
ho

d 
43

 P
ro

ce
du

re
 6

P
ro

ce
du

re
 6

 a
pp

lie
s 

to
 l

ar
ge

 s
ca

le
 a

ss
em

bl
ie

s 
ca

rr
ie

d 
by

 r
ai

l, 
su

bj
ec

t 
to

 r
ai

lw
ay

 i
m

pa
ct

s 
re

su
lti

ng
 f

ro
m

 v
ar

io
us



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

10
0

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
op

er
at

io
ns

 (
m

ar
sh

al
lin

g 
, 

et
c.

.).
 T

he
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t 
is

 i
n 

its
 t

ra
ns

po
rt 

co
nd

iti
on

s.
 P

ro
ce

du
re

 6
 d

oe
s 

no
t 

co
nc

er
n 

th
e

se
pa

ra
te

 te
st

s 
of

 s
m

al
l p

ie
ce

s 
of

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t p

ac
ke

d 
in

di
vi

du
al

ly
 o

r w
he

n 
th

ey
 a

re
 n

or
m

al
ly

 s
hi

pp
ed

 o
n 

pa
lle

ts
. T

he
se

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
te

st
ed

 w
ith

 t
he

 w
ho

le
 o

f 
th

e 
pa

lle
t. 

Th
e 

eq
ui

pm
en

t 
is

 p
la

ce
d 

in
 i

ts
 t

ra
ns

po
rt 

co
nf

ig
ur

at
io

n 
on

 a
 n

or
m

al
w

ag
on

, c
or

re
ct

ly
 b

al
la

st
ed

, a
t s

pe
ci

fie
d 

sp
ee

ds
, a

nd
 s

ub
je

ct
ed

 to
 a

 s
er

ie
s 

of
 im

pa
ct

s.
 T

he
 c

he
ck

s 
re

qu
ire

d 
in

 $
 3

.2
 a

re
m

ad
e 

be
fo

re
 a

nd
 a

fte
r 

th
e 

te
st

s.
 I

f 
th

e 
te

st
 it

em
 h

as
 o

nl
y 

on
e 

po
ss

ib
le

 t
ra

ns
po

rt 
or

ie
nt

at
io

n,
 it

 is
 s

ub
je

ct
ed

 t
o 

tw
o

sh
oc

ks
 in

 e
ac

h 
di

re
ct

io
n 

of
 t

hi
s 

or
ie

nt
at

io
n 

at
 t

he
 v

el
oc

ity
 s

pe
ci

fie
d.

 I
f 

th
e 

te
st

 it
em

 c
an

 b
e 

tra
ns

po
rte

d 
al

on
g 

tw
o

or
ie

nt
at

io
ns

, i
t i

s 
su

bj
ec

te
d 

to
 o

ne
 s

in
gl

e 
sh

oc
k 

in
 e

ac
h 

di
re

ct
io

n 
of

 e
ac

h 
of

 th
e 

or
ie

nt
at

io
ns

 a
t t

he
 s

pe
ed

s 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
.

U
nd

ex
 T

es
t

ST
A

N
A

G
 4

37
0 

A
EC

TP
40

0 
M

ET
H

O
D

 4
19

P
ur

po
se

. 
Th

e 
te

st
 m

et
ho

d 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 a
re

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 t

o 
sy

st
em

s,
 s

ub
sy

st
em

s,
 a

nd
 u

ni
ts

, 
he

re
af

te
r 

ca
lle

d 
m

at
er

ie
l,

w
hi

ch
 m

us
t f

un
ct

io
n 

or
 s

ur
vi

ve
 a

 n
on

-c
on

ta
ct

 u
nd

er
w

at
er

 e
xp

lo
si

on
 (U

N
D

E
X

) e
ve

nt
.  

Th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 th

is
 te

st
 m

et
ho

d
is

 to
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

n 
U

N
D

E
X

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t m

et
ho

d,
 w

hi
ch

 u
se

s 
a 

m
ul

ti-
di

sc
ip

lin
e 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 to
 th

e 
pr

od
uc

tio
n 

of
 a

 m
at

er
ie

l
sa

fe
ty

 a
nd

 s
ui

ta
bi

lit
y 

fo
r 

se
rv

ic
e 

st
at

em
en

t. 
Th

e 
m

et
ho

d 
co

m
bi

ne
s 

bo
th

 a
na

ly
tic

al
 a

na
ly

si
s 

an
d 

ph
ys

ic
al

 t
es

tin
g 

to
en

su
re

 th
at

 m
at

er
ie

l d
ep

lo
ye

d 
or

 tr
an

sp
or

te
d 

at
 s

ea
 c

an
 w

ith
st

an
d 

th
e 

U
N

D
E

X
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t. 
Th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

es
of

 th
e 

te
st

 m
et

ho
d 

ar
e 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
:

D
er

iv
e 

an
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t 
pr

oc
es

s 
fo

r 
m

at
er

ie
l 

su
ch

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 a
nd

 s
ui

ta
bi

lit
y 

fo
r 

se
rv

ic
e 

cr
ite

ria
 c

an
 b

e
de

m
on

st
ra

te
d 

w
ith

 a
n 

ac
ce

pt
ab

le
 a

nd
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 m

ar
gi

n 
of

 s
af

et
y 

ba
la

nc
ed

 a
ga

in
st

 th
e 

ris
k 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
es

 o
f

fa
ilu

re
.

D
ef

in
e 

sa
fe

ty
 a

s 
th

e 
pr

im
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
t o

f a
n 

as
se

ss
m

en
t, 

an
d 

pr
ov

id
e 

gu
id

an
ce

 fo
r 

se
rv

ic
ea

bi
lit

y 
co

m
pa

re
d

w
ith

 c
ur

re
nt

 c
us

to
m

 a
nd

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

sh
ip

 d
es

ig
n 

cr
ite

ria
.

In
te

gr
at

e 
U

N
D

E
X

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t w

ith
 th

e 
cu

rre
nt

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

fo
r a

ss
es

si
ng

 th
e 

dy
na

m
ic

 b
eh

av
io

ur
 o

f m
at

er
ie

l.

P
ro

vi
de

 a
 m

at
er

ie
l U

N
D

E
X

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t s

tra
te

gy
 to

 e
na

bl
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 to
 b

e 
as

ke
d 

an
d 

as
se

ss
m

en
t

ro
ut

es
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

fo
r i

nd
ep

en
de

nt
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t.

E
na

bl
e 

ex
is

tin
g 

vi
br

at
io

n 
an

d 
sh

oc
k 

te
st

 fa
ci

lit
ie

s 
to

 b
e 

us
ed

 fo
r l

iv
e 

U
N

D
E

X
 te

st
in

g 
of

 m
at

er
ie

l.

A
pp

lic
at

io
n.

 T
ra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
by

 s
ea

 is
 li

ke
ly

 a
t s

om
e 

st
ag

e 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

lif
e 

cy
cl

e 
of

 m
os

t m
at

er
ie

l. 
Th

is
 is

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 th
e

ca
se

 in
 ti

m
es

 o
f i

nc
re

as
ed

 te
ns

io
n 

or
 h

os
til

ity
 w

he
n 

la
rg

e 
qu

an
tit

ie
s 

of
 m

at
er

ie
l t

o 
su

pp
or

t s
er

vi
ce

s 
re

qu
ire

 s
hi

pm
en

t t
o

fro
nt

 li
ne

 b
as

es
 a

nd
 th

ea
tre

. N
av

al
 w

ea
po

ns
 a

re
 a

 s
pe

ci
al

 c
as

e 
in

 th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 a
ls

o 
de

pl
oy

ed
 o

n-
bo

ar
d 

na
va

l v
es

se
ls

an
d 

of
te

n 
ha

ve
 d

iff
er

en
t p

ac
ka

gi
ng

 o
r s

to
ra

ge
 a

rr
an

ge
m

en
ts

. A
s 

a 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

e,
 th

er
e 

is
 a

 n
ee

d 
to

 a
ss

es
s 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
s

of
 U

N
D

E
X

 e
ve

nt
s 

w
he

n 
m

at
er

ie
l a

re
 s

to
re

d,
 d

ep
lo

ye
d 

or
 tr

an
sp

or
te

d 
on

 a
 s

ea
go

in
g 

ve
ss

el
. T

he
 is

su
es

 a
re

 w
id

er
 th

an
m

at
er

ie
l s

er
vi

ce
ab

ilit
y 

in
 th

at
 a

ny
 c

om
pr

om
is

e 
of

 s
af

et
y 

ha
s 

w
id

er
 im

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 fo

r 
th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 o
f t

he
 c

om
pl

et
e 

ve
ss

el
an

d 
cr

ew
.

Th
e 

in
cr

ea
si

ng
 s

tru
ct

ur
al

 c
om

pl
ex

ity
 o

f m
at

er
ie

l a
nd

 th
e 

tre
nd

 to
 p

ur
ch

as
e 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

 o
ff 

th
e 

sh
el

f (
C

O
TS

) h
ar

dw
ar

e
fro

m
 t

hi
rd

 p
ar

ty
 s

ou
rc

es
 a

ls
o 

re
qu

ire
s 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 in
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t 
m

et
ho

ds
 a

nd
 d

at
a 

fo
r 

th
e 

pr
ov

is
io

n 
of

 r
el

ev
an

t



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

10
1

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
sa

fe
ty

 a
nd

 s
ui

ta
bi

lit
y 

fo
r 

se
rv

ic
e 

ar
gu

m
en

ts
. 

In
te

gr
at

ed
 a

nd
 t

ai
lo

re
d 

as
se

ss
m

en
t 

us
in

g 
m

od
el

lin
g 

an
d 

hi
st

or
ic

al
da

ta
ba

se
s 

in
 s

up
po

rt 
of

 te
st

s 
pr

ov
id

e 
th

e 
op

po
rtu

ni
ty

 to
 o

pt
im

is
e 

th
e 

as
se

ss
m

en
t p

ro
ce

ss
. T

hi
s 

is
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 re

le
va

nt
to

 th
e 

as
se

ss
m

en
t o

f m
at

er
ie

l s
ub

je
ct

 to
 U

N
D

E
X

 e
ve

nt
s.

 A
t p

re
se

nt
, a

ss
es

sm
en

t o
f m

at
er

ie
l s

ub
je

ct
 to

 th
e 

U
N

D
E

X
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t i
s 

us
ua

lly
 te

st
ed

 u
si

ng
 th

e 
tra

di
tio

na
l S

ho
ck

 G
ra

de
 C

ur
ve

 S
ch

em
e,

 a
nd

 w
he

re
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 b
y 

sp
ec

ia
lis

ed
on

e-
tim

e 
as

se
ss

m
en

t. 
S

in
ce

 t
he

 t
ra

di
tio

na
l 

m
et

ho
ds

 a
re

 n
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 t

o 
m

at
er

ie
l 

th
at

 e
xh

ib
it 

co
m

pl
ex

 d
yn

am
ic

re
sp

on
se

 b
eh

av
io

ur
, 

a 
ta

ilo
re

d 
m

ul
ti-

di
sc

ip
lin

ar
y 

as
se

ss
m

en
t 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 u
si

ng
 m

od
el

lin
g,

 t
es

t 
an

d 
co

rr
el

at
io

n 
fro

m
hi

st
or

ic
al

 d
at

a 
is

 re
qu

ire
d.

  T
he

re
fo

re
, t

he
 n

ee
d 

ex
is

ts
 to

 fo
rm

al
is

e 
th

e 
ta

ilo
re

d 
as

se
ss

m
en

t p
ro

ce
ss

 to
 c

om
pl

im
en

t t
he

S
ho

ck
 G

ra
de

 C
ur

ve
 S

ch
em

e.

Th
is

 te
st

 m
et

ho
d 

de
fin

es
 a

 ta
ilo

re
d 

U
N

D
E

X
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t p
ro

ce
ss

 th
at

 b
ui

ld
s 

on
 th

e 
S

ho
ck

 G
ra

de
 C

ur
ve

 S
ch

em
e,

 a
nd

ex
te

nd
s 

th
e 

ca
pa

bi
lit

y 
to

 c
ov

er
 d

yn
am

ic
al

ly
 c

om
pl

ex
 m

at
er

ie
l. 

It 
de

sc
rib

es
 a

 r
at

io
na

le
 a

nd
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t 
pr

oc
es

s
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 to
 a

 w
id

e 
ra

ng
e 

of
 m

at
er

ie
l u

si
ng

 a
 c

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 a
nd

 ta
ilo

re
d 

as
se

ss
m

en
t s

tra
te

gy
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

to
 b

e 
us

ed
in

 s
up

po
rt 

of
 s

af
et

y 
an

d 
su

ita
bi

lit
y 

fo
r s

er
vi

ce
 U

N
D

E
X

 a
ss

es
sm

en
ts

.  
W

he
re

 S
ho

ck
 R

es
po

ns
e 

S
pe

ct
ru

m
 (S

R
S)

 te
st

in
g

fo
rm

s 
a 

pa
rt 

of
 th

e 
as

se
ss

m
en

t p
ro

ce
ss

, t
he

 A
E

C
TP

 4
00

 M
et

ho
d 

41
7 

m
et

ho
do

lo
gy

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 a

pp
lie

d;
 a

nd
 M

et
ho

d
40

3 
w

he
n 

cl
as

si
ca

l s
ho

ck
s 

ar
e 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

.

D
EF

 S
TA

N
 0

03
5 

 T
ES

T 
M

7 
- S

H
O

C
K

 T
ES

TI
N

G
 F

O
R

 W
A

R
SH

IP
 E

Q
U

IP
M

EN
T 

A
N

D
 A

R
M

A
M

EN
T 

ST
O

R
ES

S
co

pe
. T

hi
s 

te
st

 is
 in

te
nd

ed
 to

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 th
e 

re
si

st
an

ce
 o

f m
at

er
ie

l t
o 

un
ac

ce
pt

ab
le

 d
am

ag
e 

as
 a

 c
on

se
qu

en
ce

 o
f

sh
oc

k 
du

e 
to

 a
 n

on
-c

on
ta

ct
 u

nd
er

w
at

er
 e

xp
lo

si
on

. T
hi

s 
te

st
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 fo
r u

np
ac

ka
ge

d 
eq

ui
pm

en
ts

 a
nd

 fo
r p

ac
ka

ge
d

ite
m

s 
w

he
re

 th
e 

si
m

ul
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
se

rv
ic

e 
co

nd
iti

on
s 

re
qu

ire
s 

th
at

 th
e 

pa
ck

ag
e 

fo
rm

s 
an

 in
te

gr
al

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t.
Th

is
 t

es
t 

is
 n

ot
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

 w
ith

 t
he

 e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 o

th
er

 s
ho

ck
s 

du
e 

to
 e

xt
er

na
l s

tim
ul

i, 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 c
ov

er
ed

 b
y 

Te
st

 M
3 

-
'B

as
ic

 p
ul

se
 s

ho
ck

 te
st

' o
r T

es
t M

6 
- '

O
pe

ra
tio

na
l S

ho
ck

' (
se

e 
C

ha
pt

er
 2

-0
3)

.

B
al

lis
tic

 S
ho

ck
ST

A
N

A
G

 4
37

0 
A

EC
TP

 4
22

Th
is

 m
et

ho
d 

in
cl

ud
es

 a
 s

et
 o

f 
ba

lli
st

ic
 s

ho
ck

 t
es

ts
 g

en
er

al
ly

 in
vo

lv
in

g 
m

om
en

tu
m

 e
xc

ha
ng

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
tw

o 
or

 m
or

e
bo

di
es

 o
r m

om
en

tu
m

 e
xc

ha
ng

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
a 

liq
ui

d 
or

 g
as

 a
nd

 a
 s

ol
id

. T
he

 te
st

 is
 p

er
fo

rm
ed

 to
:

a.
 

P
ro

vi
de

 a
 d

eg
re

e 
of

 c
on

fid
en

ce
 th

at
 m

at
er

ie
l c

an
 s

tru
ct

ur
al

ly
 a

nd
 fu

nc
tio

na
lly

 w
ith

st
an

d 
th

e 
in

fre
qu

en
t s

ho
ck

ef
fe

ct
s 

ca
us

ed
 b

y 
hi

gh
 le

ve
ls

 o
f 

m
om

en
tu

m
 e

xc
ha

ng
e 

on
 a

 s
tru

ct
ur

al
 c

on
fig

ur
at

io
n 

to
 w

hi
ch

 t
he

 m
at

er
ie

l i
s

m
ou

nt
ed

.

b.
 

E
xp

er
im

en
ta

lly
 e

st
im

at
e 

th
e 

m
at

er
ie

l's
 f

ra
gi

lit
y 

le
ve

l r
el

at
iv

e 
to

 b
al

lis
tic

 s
ho

ck
 in

 o
rd

er
 t

ha
t 

sh
oc

k 
m

iti
ga

tio
n

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 m

ay
 b

e 
em

pl
oy

ed
 to

 p
ro

te
ct

 th
e 

m
at

er
ie

l’s
 s

tru
ct

ur
al

 a
nd

 fu
nc

tio
na

l i
nt

eg
rit

y.

A
pp

lic
at

io
n.

 T
he

 B
al

lis
tic

 s
ho

ck
 t

es
t 

m
et

ho
d 

si
m

ul
at

es
 a

 h
ig

h-
le

ve
l 

tra
ns

ie
nt

 s
ho

ck
 t

ha
t 

ge
ne

ra
lly

 r
es

ul
ts

 f
ro

m
 t

he
im

pa
ct

 o
f p

ro
je

ct
ile

s 
or

 o
rd

na
nc

e 
on

 a
rm

ou
re

d 
co

m
ba

t v
eh

ic
le

s,
 h

ar
de

ne
d 

ta
rg

et
s,

 o
r 

ot
he

r 
st

ru
ct

ur
es

. T
he

 tr
an

si
en

t
ev

en
t 

ca
n 

be
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
as

 a
 s

pe
ci

fic
 a

pp
lic

at
io

n 
of

 t
ra

ns
ie

nt
 o

r 
py

ro
te

ch
ni

c 
sh

oc
k.

 T
he

 p
hy

si
ca

l p
he

no
m

en
on

 is
ch

ar
ac

te
ris

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
ov

er
al

l m
at

er
ia

l a
nd

 m
ec

ha
ni

ca
l r

es
po

ns
e 

at
 a

 s
tru

ct
ur

e 
po

in
t 

fro
m

 e
la

st
ic

 o
r 

in
el

as
tic

 im
pa

ct
.



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

10
2

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
S

uc
h 

im
pa

ct
 m

ay
 p

ro
du

ce
 a

 v
er

y 
hi

gh
 ra

te
 o

f m
om

en
tu

m
 e

xc
ha

ng
e 

at
 a

 p
oi

nt
, o

ve
r a

 s
m

al
l f

in
ite

 a
re

a 
or

 o
ve

r a
 la

rg
e

ar
ea

. 
 T

he
 h

ig
h 

ra
te

 o
f 

m
om

en
tu

m
 e

xc
ha

ng
e 

m
ay

 b
e 

ca
us

ed
 b

y 
co

llis
io

n 
of

 t
w

o 
el

as
tic

 b
od

ie
s 

or
 a

 p
re

ss
ur

e 
w

av
e

ap
pl

ie
d 

ov
er

 a
 s

ur
fa

ce
.

B
al

lis
tic

 S
ho

ck
 D

ef
in

iti
on

. 
B

al
lis

tic
 s

ho
ck

 i
s 

a 
hi

gh
-le

ve
l 

tra
ns

ie
nt

 s
ho

ck
 t

ha
t 

ge
ne

ra
lly

 r
es

ul
ts

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 i

m
pa

ct
 o

f
pr

oj
ec

til
es

 o
r 

or
dn

an
ce

 o
n 

ar
m

ou
re

d 
co

m
ba

t v
eh

ic
le

s.
  

A
rm

ou
re

d 
co

m
ba

t v
eh

ic
le

s 
m

us
t s

ur
vi

ve
 th

e 
sh

oc
ks

 r
es

ul
tin

g
fro

m
 la

rg
e 

ca
lib

re
 n

on
-p

er
fo

ra
tin

g 
pr

oj
ec

til
e 

im
pa

ct
s,

 m
in

e 
bl

as
ts

, 
an

d 
ov

er
he

ad
 a

rti
lle

ry
 a

tta
ck

s,
 w

hi
le

 s
til

l r
et

ai
ni

ng
th

ei
r 

co
m

ba
t 

m
is

si
on

 c
ap

ab
ili

tie
s.

  
R

ef
er

en
ce

 d
 d

is
cu

ss
es

 t
he

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
be

tw
ee

n 
va

rio
us

 s
ho

ck
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ts
 (

ba
llis

tic
 s

ho
ck

, t
ra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
sh

oc
k,

 ra
il 

im
pa

ct
 s

ho
ck

, e
tc

. )
 fo

r a
rm

ou
re

d 
co

m
ba

t v
eh

ic
le

s.
  A

ct
ua

l s
ho

ck
 le

ve
ls

 v
ar

y
w

ith
 t

he
 t

yp
e 

of
 v

eh
ic

le
, 

th
e 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

m
un

iti
on

 u
se

d,
 t

he
 im

pa
ct

 lo
ca

tio
n 

or
 p

ro
xi

m
ity

, 
an

d 
w

he
re

 o
n 

th
e 

ve
hi

cl
e 

th
e

sh
oc

k 
is

 m
ea

su
re

d.
  T

he
re

 is
 n

o 
in

te
nt

 in
 th

is
 te

st
 m

et
ho

d 
to

 d
ef

in
e 

th
e 

ac
tu

al
 s

ho
ck

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t f

or
 s

pe
ci

fic
 v

eh
ic

le
s.

Fu
rth

er
m

or
e,

 it
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 n
ot

ed
 th

at
 th

e 
ba

lli
st

ic
 s

ho
ck

 te
ch

no
lo

gy
 is

 s
til

l l
im

ite
d 

in
 it

s 
ab

ilit
y 

to
 d

ef
in

e 
an

d 
qu

an
tif

y 
th

e
ac

tu
al

 s
ho

ck
 p

he
no

m
en

on
.  

E
ve

n 
th

ou
gh

 c
on

si
de

ra
bl

e 
pr

og
re

ss
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

m
ad

e 
in

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f m
ea

su
re

m
en

t
te

ch
ni

qu
es

, 
cu

rr
en

t 
in

st
ru

m
en

ta
tio

n,
 s

uc
h 

as
 t

he
 s

ho
ck

 s
en

si
ng

 g
ag

es
, 

ar
e 

bu
lk

y 
an

d 
cu

m
be

rs
om

e 
to

 u
se

. 
 T

he
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 a
na

ly
tic

al
 (

co
m

pu
ta

tio
na

l) 
m

et
ho

ds
 t

o 
de

te
rm

in
e 

sh
oc

k 
le

ve
ls

, 
sh

oc
k 

pr
op

ag
at

io
n,

 a
nd

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
is

la
gg

in
g 

th
e 

m
ea

su
re

m
en

t 
te

ch
no

lo
gy

. 
 T

he
 a

na
ly

tic
al

 m
et

ho
ds

 u
nd

er
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

an
d 

in
 u

se
 t

o 
da

te
 h

av
e 

no
t

ev
ol

ve
d 

to
 th

e 
le

ve
l w

he
re

 a
na

ly
tic

al
 r

es
ul

ts
 c

an
 b

e 
re

lie
d 

up
on

 to
 th

e 
de

gr
ee

 th
at

 th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r 

te
st

in
g 

is
 e

lim
in

at
ed

.
Th

at
 is

, 
th

e 
pr

ed
ic

tio
n 

of
 b

al
lis

tic
 s

ho
ck

 r
es

po
ns

e 
is

, 
in

 g
en

er
al

, 
no

t 
po

ss
ib

le
 e

xc
ep

t 
in

 t
he

 s
im

pl
es

t 
co

nf
ig

ur
at

io
ns

.
W

he
n 

an
 a

rm
ou

re
d 

ve
hi

cl
e 

is
 s

ub
je

ct
ed

 to
 a

 n
on

-p
er

fo
ra

tin
g 

la
rg

e 
ca

lib
re

 m
un

iti
on

 im
pa

ct
 o

r b
la

st
, t

he
 s

tru
ct

ur
e 

lo
ca

lly
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

 a
 f

or
ce

 lo
ad

in
g 

of
 v

er
y 

hi
gh

 in
te

ns
ity

 a
nd

 o
f 

re
la

tiv
el

y 
sh

or
t 

du
ra

tio
n.

  
Th

e 
fo

rc
e 

lo
ad

in
g 

is
 lo

ca
lis

ed
,

ho
w

ev
er

 t
he

 e
nt

ire
 v

eh
ic

le
 i

s 
su

bj
ec

te
d 

to
 s

tre
ss

 w
av

es
 t

ra
ve

lli
ng

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
su

rfa
ce

 a
nd

 t
hr

ou
gh

 t
he

 s
tru

ct
ur

e.
  

In
ce

rta
in

 c
as

es
, p

yr
ot

ec
hn

ic
 s

ho
ck

s 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

us
ed

 in
 b

al
lis

tic
 s

ho
ck

 s
im

ul
at

io
ns

.  
Th

er
e 

ar
e 

se
ve

ra
l c

av
ea

ts
 in

 s
uc

h
te

st
in

g.
  T

he
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
tic

s 
of

 b
al

lis
tic

 s
ho

ck
 a

re
 o

ut
lin

ed
 in

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
pa

ra
gr

ap
hs

.

M
IL

 S
TD

 8
10

 F
 M

et
ho

d 
52

2

Th
is

 m
et

ho
d 

in
cl

ud
es

 a
 s

et
 o

f 
ba

lli
st

ic
 s

ho
ck

 t
es

ts
 g

en
er

al
ly

 in
vo

lv
in

g 
m

om
en

tu
m

 e
xc

ha
ng

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
tw

o 
or

 m
or

e
bo

di
es

 o
r m

om
en

tu
m

 e
xc

ha
ng

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
a 

liq
ui

d 
or

 g
as

 a
nd

 a
 s

ol
id

 p
er

fo
rm

ed
 to

:

a.
 

pr
ov

id
e 

a 
de

gr
ee

 o
f 

co
nf

id
en

ce
 t

ha
t 

m
at

er
ie

l 
ca

n 
st

ru
ct

ur
al

ly
 a

nd
 f

un
ct

io
na

lly
 w

ith
st

an
d 

th
e 

in
fre

qu
en

t 
sh

oc
k

ef
fe

ct
s 

ca
us

ed
 b

y 
hi

gh
 l

ev
el

s 
of

 m
om

en
tu

m
 e

xc
ha

ng
e 

on
 a

 s
tru

ct
ur

al
 c

on
fig

ur
at

io
n 

to
 w

hi
ch

 t
he

 m
at

er
ie

l 
is

m
ou

nt
ed

.

b.
 

ex
pe

rim
en

ta
lly

 e
st

im
at

e 
th

e 
m

at
er

ie
l's

 f
ra

gi
lit

y 
le

ve
l 

re
la

tiv
e 

to
 b

al
lis

tic
 s

ho
ck

 i
n 

or
de

r 
th

at
 s

ho
ck

 m
iti

ga
tio

n
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 m
ay

 b
e 

em
pl

oy
ed

 to
 p

ro
te

ct
 th

e 
m

at
er

ie
l’s

 s
tru

ct
ur

al
 a

nd
 fu

nc
tio

na
l i

nt
eg

rit
y.

B
al

lis
tic

 s
ho

ck
 is

 a
 h

ig
h 

le
ve

l s
ho

ck
 th

at
 g

en
er

al
ly

 re
su

lts
 fr

om
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

 o
f e

ne
m

y 
pr

oj
ec

til
es

 o
r o

rd
na

nc
e 

on
ar

m
ou

re
d 

co
m

ba
t v

eh
ic

le
s.

  A
rm

ou
re

d 
ve

hi
cl

es
 m

us
t s

ur
vi

ve
 th

e 
sh

oc
k 

re
su

lti
ng

 fr
om

 la
rg

e 
ca

lib
re

 n
on

-p
er

fo
ra

tin
g

pr
oj

ec
til

e 
im

pa
ct

s,
 m

in
e 

bl
as

ts
, a

nd
 o

ve
rh

ea
d 

ar
til

le
ry

 a
tta

ck
s,

 w
hi

le
 s

til
l r

et
ai

ni
ng

 th
ei

r c
om

ba
t m

is
si

on
 c

ap
ab

ilit
ie

s.
R

ef
er

en
ce

 d
 d

is
cu

ss
es

 th
e 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

va
rio

us
 s

ho
ck

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ts

 (b
al

lis
tic

 s
ho

ck
, t

ra
ns

po
rta

tio
n 

sh
oc

k,
 ra

il



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

10
3

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
im

pa
ct

 s
ho

ck
, e

tc
.) 

fo
r a

rm
ou

re
d 

co
m

ba
t v

eh
ic

le
s.

  A
ct

ua
l s

ho
ck

 le
ve

ls
 v

ar
y 

w
ith

 th
e 

ty
pe

 o
f v

eh
ic

le
, t

he
 s

pe
ci

fic
m

un
iti

on
 u

se
d,

 th
e 

im
pa

ct
 lo

ca
tio

n 
or

 p
ro

xi
m

ity
, a

nd
 w

he
re

 o
n 

th
e 

ve
hi

cl
e 

th
e 

sh
oc

k 
is

 m
ea

su
re

d.
  T

he
re

 is
 n

o 
in

te
nt

he
re

 to
 d

ef
in

e 
th

e 
ac

tu
al

 s
ho

ck
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t f
or

 s
pe

ci
fic

 v
eh

ic
le

s.
  F

ur
th

er
m

or
e,

 it
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 n
ot

ed
 th

at
 th

e 
ba

llis
tic

sh
oc

k 
te

ch
no

lo
gy

 is
 s

til
l r

at
he

r l
im

ite
d 

in
 it

s 
ab

ilit
y 

to
 d

ef
in

e 
an

d 
qu

an
tif

y 
th

e 
ac

tu
al

 s
ho

ck
 p

he
no

m
en

on
.  

E
ve

n 
th

ou
gh

co
ns

id
er

ab
le

 p
ro

gr
es

s 
ha

s 
be

en
 m

ad
e 

in
 th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f m

ea
su

re
m

en
t t

ec
hn

iq
ue

s,
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 u
se

d 
in

st
ru

m
en

ta
tio

n
(e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 th
e 

sh
oc

k 
se

ns
in

g 
ga

ge
s)

 is
 s

til
l b

ul
ky

 a
nd

 c
um

be
rs

om
e 

to
 u

se
.  

Th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f a
na

ly
tic

al
(c

om
pu

ta
tio

na
l) 

m
et

ho
ds

 to
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
sh

oc
k 

le
ve

ls
, s

ho
ck

 p
ro

pa
ga

tio
n,

 a
nd

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
is

 la
gg

in
g 

be
hi

nd
 th

e
m

ea
su

re
m

en
t t

ec
hn

ol
og

y.
  T

he
 a

na
ly

tic
al

 m
et

ho
ds

 u
nd

er
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t a

nd
 in

 u
se

 to
 d

at
e 

ha
ve

 n
ot

 e
vo

lv
ed

 to
 th

e
le

ve
l w

he
re

 th
ei

r r
es

ul
ts

 c
an

 b
e 

re
lie

d 
up

on
 to

 th
e 

de
gr

ee
 th

at
 th

e 
ne

ed
 fo

r t
es

tin
g 

is
 e

lim
in

at
ed

.  
Th

at
 is

 th
e 

pr
ed

ic
tio

n
of

 re
sp

on
se

 to
 b

al
lis

tic
 s

ho
ck

 is
, i

n 
ge

ne
ra

l, 
no

t p
os

si
bl

e 
ex

ce
pt

 in
 th

e 
si

m
pl

es
t c

on
fig

ur
at

io
ns

.  
W

he
n 

an
 a

rm
ou

re
d

ve
hi

cl
e 

is
 s

ub
je

ct
ed

 to
 a

 n
on

-p
er

fo
ra

tin
g 

la
rg

e 
ca

lib
re

 m
un

iti
on

 im
pa

ct
 o

r b
la

st
, t

he
 s

tru
ct

ur
e 

lo
ca

lly
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
 a

fo
rc

e 
lo

ad
in

g 
of

 v
er

y 
hi

gh
 in

te
ns

ity
 a

nd
 o

f r
el

at
iv

el
y 

sh
or

t d
ur

at
io

n.
  T

ho
ug

h 
th

e 
fo

rc
e 

lo
ad

in
g 

is
 lo

ca
lis

ed
, t

he
 e

nt
ire

ve
hi

cl
e 

is
 s

ub
je

ct
ed

 to
 s

tre
ss

 w
av

es
 tr

av
el

lin
g 

ov
er

 th
e 

su
rfa

ce
 a

nd
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e.

  I
n 

ce
rta

in
 c

as
es

 p
yr

ot
ec

hn
ic

sh
oc

ks
 h

av
e 

be
en

 u
se

d 
in

 b
al

lis
tic

 s
ho

ck
 s

im
ul

at
io

ns
, h

ow
ev

er
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

se
ve

ra
l c

av
ea

ts
 in

 s
uc

h 
te

st
in

g

C
at

ap
ul

t L
au

nc
h

/A
rr

es
te

d 
La

nd
in

g
M

IL
 S

TD
 8

10
 F

 m
et

ho
d 

51
6 

Pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
VI

II 
- C

at
ap

ul
t L

au
nc

h/
A

rr
es

te
d 

La
nd

in
g.

Th
e 

in
te

nt
 o

f t
hi

s 
te

st
 is

 to
 v

er
ify

 th
e 

fu
nc

tio
na

lit
y 

an
d 

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 in

te
gr

ity
 o

f m
at

er
ie

l m
ou

nt
ed

 in
 o

r o
n 

fix
ed

 w
in

g 
ai

rc
ra

ft
th

at
 a

re
 s

ub
je

ct
 to

 c
at

ap
ul

t l
au

nc
he

s 
an

d 
ar

re
st

ed
 la

nd
in

gs
.

G
A

M
 E

G
 1

3 
M

et
ho

d 
43

 P
ro

ce
du

re
 8

 -

C
at

ap
ul

tin
g,

 S
to

pp
in

g 
on

 B
ar

rie
rs

. P
ro

ce
du

re
 8

 is
 o

nl
y 

re
fe

rre
d 

to
 h

er
e 

fo
r i

nf
or

m
at

io
n.

 F
or

 d
et

ai
ls

 re
fe

r t
o 

th
e 

se
co

nd
pa

rt 
G

A
M

 E
G

 1
3 

B
 re

la
tin

g 
to

 a
irc

ra
ft.

B
um

p
EN

/IE
C

 6
00

68
-2

-2
9

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n.

  
Th

is
 t

es
t 

is
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 t
o 

co
m

po
ne

nt
s,

 e
qu

ip
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 e

le
ct

ro
te

ch
ni

ca
l 

pr
od

uc
ts

,
he

re
in

af
te

r 
re

fe
rr

ed
 to

 a
s 

“s
pe

ci
m

en
s”

, w
hi

ch
, d

ur
in

g 
tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n 

or
 in

 u
se

, m
ay

 b
e 

su
bj

ec
te

d 
to

 r
ep

et
iti

ve
sh

oc
ks

. 
Th

e 
bu

m
p 

te
st

 m
ay

 a
ls

o 
be

 u
se

d 
as

 a
 m

ea
ns

 o
f 

es
ta

bl
is

hi
ng

 t
he

 s
at

is
fa

ct
or

y 
de

si
gn

 o
f 

a 
sp

ec
im

en
in

 s
o 

fa
r 

as
 i

ts
 s

tr
uc

tu
ra

l 
in

te
gr

ity
 i

s 
co

nc
er

ne
d 

an
d 

as
 a

 m
ea

ns
 o

f 
qu

al
ity

 c
on

tr
ol

. 
It 

co
ns

is
ts

 b
as

ic
al

ly
 o

f
su

bj
ec

tin
g,

 o
n 

a 
bu

m
p 

te
st

er
, a

 s
pe

ci
m

en
 to

 r
ep

et
iti

ve
 s

ho
ck

s 
of

 a
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

pu
ls

e 
sh

ap
e 

w
ith

 s
pe

ci
fie

d 
pe

ak
ac

ce
le

ra
tio

n 
an

d 
du

ra
tio

n.
 N

O
TE

 –
 T

he
 te

rm
 “

bu
m

p 
te

st
er

” 
is

 u
se

d 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
is

 s
ta

nd
ar

d 
bu

t o
th

er
 m

ea
ns

of
 a

pp
ly

in
g 

“b
um

ps
” 

ar
e 

no
t e

xc
lu

de
d.

S
co

pe
. 

To
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

 s
ta

nd
ar

d 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

fo
r 

de
te

rm
in

in
g 

th
e 

ab
ili

ty
 o

f 
a 

sp
ec

im
en

 t
o 

w
ith

st
an

d 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
se

ve
rit

ie
s 

of
 b

um
p.

G
en

er
al

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
n.

 T
hi

s 
st

an
da

rd
 i

s 
w

rit
te

n 
in

 t
er

m
s 

of
 a

 p
re

sc
rib

ed
 n

um
be

r 
of

 r
ep

et
iti

ve
 h

al
f-

si
ne

 p
ul

se
s

w
ith

 g
iv

en
 p

ea
k 

ac
ce

le
ra

tio
n 

an
d 

du
ra

tio
n.

 T
he

 p
ur

po
se

 o
f 

th
e 

te
st

 is
 t

o 
re

ve
al

 t
he

 a
cc

um
ul

at
ed

 d
am

ag
e 

or
de

gr
ad

at
io

n 
ca

us
ed

 b
y 

re
pe

tit
iv

e 
sh

oc
ks

, 
an

d 
to

 u
se

 t
he

 i
nf

or
m

at
io

n,
 i

n 
co

nj
un

ct
io

n 
w

ith
 t

he
 r

el
ev

an
t



C
E

N
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
 1

0
S

TA
N

D
AR

D
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 F
O

R
 D

E
FE

N
C

E
 P

R
O

C
U

R
E

M
E

N
T

E
xp

er
t G

ro
up

 8
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g

10
4

Te
st

Sc
op

e 
&

 L
im

ita
tio

ns
sp

ec
ifi

ca
tio

n,
 t

o 
de

ci
de

 w
he

th
er

 a
 s

pe
ci

m
en

 i
s 

ac
ce

pt
ab

le
 o

r 
no

t. 
It 

m
ay

 a
ls

o 
be

 u
se

d,
 i

n 
so

m
e 

ca
se

s,
 t

o
de

te
rm

in
e 

th
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 in

te
gr

ity
 o

f s
pe

ci
m

en
s 

or
 a

s 
a 

m
ea

ns
 o

f q
ua

lit
y 

co
nt

ro
l. 

Th
is

 t
es

t 
is

 p
rim

ar
ily

 in
te

nd
ed

fo
r 

un
pa

ck
ag

ed
 s

pe
ci

m
en

s 
an

d 
fo

r 
ite

m
s 

in
 th

ei
r 

tr
an

sp
or

t c
as

e 
w

he
n 

th
e 

la
tte

r 
m

ay
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 a
s 

pa
rt

 o
f

th
e 

sp
ec

im
en

 it
se

lf.
A

pp
lic

ab
ili

ty
. 

Th
e 

bu
m

ps
 a

re
 n

ot
 i

nt
en

de
d 

to
 r

ep
ro

du
ce

 t
ho

se
 e

nc
ou

nt
er

ed
 i

n 
pr

ac
tic

e.
 W

he
re

ve
r 

po
ss

ib
le

,
th

e 
te

st
 s

ev
er

ity
 a

pp
lie

d 
to

 t
he

 s
pe

ci
m

en
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 s
uc

h 
as

 t
o 

re
pr

od
uc

e 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
of

 t
he

 a
ct

ua
l t

ra
ns

po
rt

or
 o

pe
ra

tio
na

l e
nv

iro
nm

en
t 

to
 w

hi
ch

 t
he

 s
pe

ci
m

en
 w

ill
 b

e 
su

bj
ec

te
d,

 o
r 

to
 s

at
is

fy
 t

he
 d

es
ig

n 
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 if

th
e 

ob
je

ct
 o

f t
he

 te
st

 is
 to

 a
ss

es
s 

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 in

te
gr

ity
.

D
EF

 S
TA

N
 0

03
5 

 T
ES

T 
M

12
 - 

B
U

M
P 

TE
ST

S
co

pe
.  

Th
is

 te
st

 is
 n

ot
 in

te
nd

ed
 a

s 
a 

si
m

ul
at

io
n 

of
 a

ny
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 s
er

vi
ce

 c
on

di
tio

n.
 H

ow
ev

er
, t

hi
s 

te
st

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
us

ef
ul

as
 a

 g
en

er
al

 ru
gg

ed
ne

ss
 te

st
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

 s
om

e 
co

nf
id

en
ce

 in
 th

e 
su

ita
bi

lit
y 

of
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t f
or

 tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n 
in

 w
he

el
ed

ve
hi

cl
es

. W
he

re
 a

 m
or

e 
re

al
is

tic
 re

pr
es

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 v

eh
ic

le
 m

ot
io

n 
is

 re
qu

ire
d 

th
en

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

gi
ve

n 
to

 th
e

us
e 

of
 T

es
t M

1 
- 

'B
as

ic
 V

ib
ra

tio
n 

Te
st

' (
se

e 
C

ha
pt

er
 2

-0
1)

 a
nd

 T
es

t M
11

 -
 'W

he
el

ed
 V

eh
ic

le
 T

ra
ns

po
rta

tio
n 

B
ou

nc
e

Te
st

' (
se

e 
C

ha
pt

er
 2

-1
1)

. T
hi

s 
gu

id
an

ce
, t

es
t p

ro
ce

du
re

 a
nd

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 s

el
ec

tin
g 

se
ve

rit
ie

s 
fo

r t
hi

s 
te

st
 a

re
 th

os
e

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 in
 B

S
 E

N
 6

00
68

-2
-2

9 
- '

B
um

p'
.

G
A

M
 E

G
 1

3 
 M

et
ho

d 
43

 P
ro

ce
du

re
 9

 B
um

p

A
pp

lic
ab

ili
ty

. T
he

 B
um

p 
te

st
 is

 a
 c

on
ve

nt
io

na
l o

ne
 w

hi
ch

 c
an

 b
e 

us
ed

 to
 s

im
ul

at
e 

re
pe

at
ed

 s
ho

ck
s 

m
os

t e
co

no
m

ic
al

ly
.

Th
e 

re
al

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t i

s 
si

m
ul

at
ed

 m
or

e 
re

al
is

tic
al

ly
 b

y 
a 

ra
nd

om
 v

ib
ra

tio
n 

sp
ec

ifi
ca

tio
n.

P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 o
f t

he
 T

es
t. 

Th
e 

te
st

 it
em

 is
 in

st
al

le
d 

on
 a

 B
um

p 
m

ac
hi

ne
 o

r o
n 

a 
vi

br
at

io
n 

ge
ne

ra
to

r v
ia

 th
e 

se
t u

p 
.It

 is
th

en
 s

ub
je

ct
ed

 to
 b

um
pi

ng
 in

 th
e 

di
re

ct
io

n(
s)

 re
qu

ire
d 

by
 th

e 
te

st
 p

ro
gr

am
m

e,
 w

hi
ch

 s
tip

ul
at

es
 w

he
th

er
 th

e 
eq

ui
pm

en
t

is
 o

pe
ra

tin
g 

or
 n

ot
. T

he
 re

pe
tit

io
n 

ra
te

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 s

uc
h 

th
at

, b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
su

cc
es

si
ve

 p
ul

se
s,

 th
e 

re
la

tiv
e 

m
ov

em
en

t o
f

th
e 

eq
ui

pm
en

t i
s 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 
ze

ro
. A

 ra
te

 o
f o

ne
 o

r t
hr

ee
 b

um
ps

 p
er

 s
ec

on
d 

is
 u

su
al

ly
 s

ui
ta

bl
e.



CEN WORKSHOP 10
STANDARDIZATION FOR DEFENCE PROCUREMENT
Expert Group 8 Environmental Engineering

105

6.3.3 Technical  Comparison

6.3.3.1 Classic Waveform or Basic Shock Test

The classic waveform or basic shock test procedure is one of the oldest shock test procedure available. In all
cases the procedures encompasses three basic shock pulses viz. a half sine pulse, a trapezoidal pulse and
a trailing edge saw tooth. All of the procedures allow a range of test equipment to be used provided the
requirements to be met. This is because from the very early days a range of different test facilities were in
use to generate this type of shock.

This test procedure has been used historically by suppliers of COTS components and sub-system (both
military and commercial) to demonstrate their equipment has a degree of hardness against shock conditions.
It is important therefore that the test procedure is common to both commercial and military equipment.

By design the UK and French national defence standards have historically  adopted the same basic
procedure of the International standard that is now EN / IEC 60068. Indeed two way interaction occurred in
the generation of the International standard that is now EN / IEC 60068 and the French defence standard.
The type of pulse permitted, the tolerances on the pulses and the general confirmation tolerances are all
identical in all three standards.

Consistency between standards is not the case for the US Mil Std 810 procedure (although it also appears in
other Mil Stds such as 331) which only intrinsically includes trailing edge saw tooth and trapezoidal pulses.
The tolerance on the pulses and the general confirmatory approach are also markedly different to those of
the EN / IEC 60068 (albeit the tolerances on the pulses are tighter).  Additionally the latest US Mil Std sets
out a Shock Response Spectra definition as a permitted “alternative” to the use of basic pulses. This
“alternative” is intrinsically inconsistent with the basic pulse and differs in both potential damage and
tolerances (more lax than EN / IEC 60068). The latest version of the NATO STANAG appears to be broadly
based upon the EN / IEC 60068. However, for no explicable reason, the trapezoidal pulse is defined
differently and has different tolerances. The defined trapezoidal pulse seems to have no commonality with
other standards and is more difficult to achieve than that used in European standards.

Quadripartite (US/UK/F/DE) agreement ITOP 5-2-506 comprises a procedure for shock testing missiles and
rockets. It mostly contains a basic pulse shock test procedure but also purports to contain SRS and pyro-
shock proceedures. The basic pulse test procedure is basically a reformatted copy of Mil Std 810 which is
inconsistant with the UK and French national standards as well as EN / IEC 60068  and effectively precludes
there use. Contributions from the UK, France and Germany seem minimal and (in the case of France and the
UK) the procedure is inconsistent with existing national approaches and procurement strategy. Moreover, the
rationale for the existence of the procedures in ITOP 5-2-506 is unclear. A perfectly adequate procedure
existed in commercial standards and national military standards for a very long period. Also, NATO Stanag
4375 existed when the ITOP was issued (1999).

As this test is used by suppliers of COTS equipment commonality between commercial and military
procedures is highly desirable. Both the UK and French military standards align with the procedure of EN /
IEC 60068. In two out of three cases this is also the case for NATO STANAG 4370. However, the procedure
of US Mil Std 810F differs from all others to a significant extent. Moreover, the US Mil Std permits an
“alternative” process which can result in yet greater variations. It has to be observed that the use of both the
Mil Std or ITOP is disadvantageous to European industry.

6.3.3.2 Handling Drops and Impacts

This group of tests simulates both drops and impacts that occur during packaged and unpackaged handling.
They differ from the classic shock tests in that rather than reproduce the effects of the shock they reproduce
the causal conditions.  In order to reproduce the correct effects of the causal conditions the equipment has to
comprise a complete assembly with (if applicable) the equipment in its normal packaging. As a consequence
it is not usually possible for this test to be used by suppliers of  COTS equipment or OEM  suppliers.
A group of tests are actually encompassed viz. vertical drop, topple & roll, horizontal impact and bench drop.
The test severities are essentially hardness criteria based only approximately  on maximum credible
conditions. The equipment (packaged or bare) would be expected to remain “safe & serviceable” following
exposure to these tests. For equipment with safety implications (such as those containing dangerous items
and particularly energetic material) a significantly more severe “safety impact test” would be adopted.
However, in those cases the equipment would be expected to remain “safe only”.
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By design the two UK Def Stan tests align with the two EN / IEC 60068 tests, albiet with some slight
amendments. The UK Def Stan and to some extent the two EN / IEC 60068 tests are not perscriptive on
severities allowing a degree of flexibility to be adopted. Whilst, the Def Stan & EN / IEC tests both include
Drop & Topple neither include Bench Handling tests. The vertical impact tests include drops onto each face,
corner and edge.

The US Mil Std does not reflect the two EN / IEC 60068 test to any real extent. Moreover, the vertical impact
severities are perscriptive and based upon mass of the item. The French GAM test procedures are
somewhat similar to the US Mil Std but do include a greater contribution from the two EN / IEC 60068 tests.
The vertical impact severities adopt mass related prescriptive severities but are slightly lower than the US
procedure. The US and French tests include bench handling tests although the GAM severity appears to be
10 times that of the US test. The horizontal impact test velocities  are identical.

The NATO STANAG incudes three procedures vertical impact., horizontal impact and bench handling. The
horizontal impact and bench handling impacts are essentially those of the US Mil Std and GAM standards
but with the US severity for bench handling. The vertical impact severity is perscriptive and based upon mass
of the item (from the US standard).

Quadripartite (US/UK/F/DE) agreement ITOP 4-2-602 includes 2.1 m drop test as part of a series of rough
handling tests. Although the ITOP is stated a encompassing any military equipment, the procedure itself
repeatedly makes reference to ammunition. It is clear, that this originated as an ammunition specific
procedure, but has had pretentions of grandour it cannot actually achieve. The procedure appears to be
based upon the NATO saftey drop test (Stanag 4375) but with a lower drop height. This may be useful for
facilities undertaking the safety drop test but it effectively precludes equipment tested to either the both UK &
French national standards as well as EN / IEC 60068. Once again the rationale for the existence of the
procedures in ITOP 4-2-602 is unclear. Generically the test procedures included in this ITOP (loose cargo
vibration, temperature cycling and drop tests) have all existed in commercial standards and national military
standards for a very long period. Moreover, the NATO standards 4370 & 4375 both existed when the ITOP
was first issued (1996) and last modified (1999). ITOP 7-2-509 contains test procedures related to the
airdrop of equipment, this really only relates to testing airdrop arrangements, and those arrangements should
be designed to protect the equipment against capabilities derived from other tests. As such this test is has
only niche applicability and is not considered further.

In practice the NATO STANAG is the US Mil Std with apparently only modest acknowledgment to other
specifications. In particular the procedures differs from the two EN / IEC 60068 tests arguably without
apparent good cause. Moreover, the use of perscriptive “hardening” severities for the vertical impact test
could be seen as limiting the use of commercial equipment and packaging in circumstances were full military
hardening criteria are not necessary.  Superficially this would suggest an implication on European industry,
however, the various procedures have become so intertwined over the years that the effect is likely to be
relatively modest. Moreover, this is not usually adopted for COTS equipment.

6.3.3.3 Safety Drop Test

For systems containing dangerous items and particularly energetic materials a separate set of handling tests
are commonly mandated either by national or international requirements. These can be grouped as “safety
impact test” in which the equipment would be expected to remain “safe only”. In fact several criteria may be
adopted dependant upon purpose and whether the equipment or package is under consideration.

The current UK Def Stan 00-35 Test 5-03  (or  FX3) was specifically intended for munitions and impliment
the requirements of Stanag 4375 issue 1 as well as the requuirements of an earlier UK Def Stan and the
safety drop test of UK specification BR8541 (Explosive Safety Requirements for Armament Stores for Naval
Use). The UK Def Stan test was required above and beyond the NATO Stanag 4375 because of the need for
a potentially greater drop height and drops onto spigots. Nato Stanag 4375 issue 1 required drops of not less
that 12 m onto face and edges of the packaged and / or unpackaged weapon. Following the such drops the
munition is required to be safe for disposal only. The impact surface was 75 mm of steel on a substantial
concrete or gravel base. As this was a more robust impact surface than had been specified  previously a
concession to use existing surfaces was included. Nato Stanag 4375 issue 1 include a test to verify the
munition was ‘safe to use if no visible damage’. The drop height for this was upto 3m. This aspect of the test
has been deleated from the latest Nato Stanag 4375 issue 2.  Generally the UK Def Stan includes
considerably more information than the STANAG test.

Quadripartite (US/UK/F/DE) agreement ITOP 4-2-601 includes a safety drop test as part of a series of drop
tests. The procedure appears to be based upon NATO Stanag 4375 (saftey drop test). The rationale for the
existence of the procedures in ITOP 4-2-602 is unclear. The test procedures included in this ITOP (loose
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cargo vibration, temperature cycling and drop tests) have all existed in commercial standards and national
military standards for a very long period. Moreover, the NATO standards 4370 & 4375 both existed when the
ITOP was issued (1997).

The UN “Orange” Book (or more formally Recommendations On The Transport Of Dangerous Goods
ST/SG/AC.10/Rev.12) contains a drop test which is intended as an international requirements for
demonsterating the adequacy of packages when transporting dangerous goods. Dangerous goods in this
instance are catagorised as a range of materials one of which is explosives. UN certification against
nationally implimented versions of this standard is required before dangerous goods can be transported
using most commercial means. This is especially the case for international transportation. Although the test
procedure of the UN test is relatively similar to all those so far addressed, the severity and criteria differ.The
drop height required for explosives in the drop test set out in the UN standard is significantly less than the
heights required in the specifically military tests already addressed. However, the criteria required to be
achieved are more demanding. These differences will not normally allow the military safety drop tests to
encompass the requirements of the UN test or vice versa.

Stanag 4375 is frequently listed along with a number of other safety tests (fire, bullet impact etc). These are
frequently used to demonstrate  ‘insensitive munition’ (IM) criteria. However,  the safety drop test is not
strictly a so called IM test.

6.3.3.4 Shock Response Spectra Based Procedures

The Shock Response Spectra (SRS) test method is a relatively new shock procedure made possible by
improvements in test equipments over the last 20 years. The procedure allows simulations of the effects of
shocks to be achieved rather than attempting to replicate the source of the shock. In many cases this is
potentially more realistic than permitted by the basic shock tests. Additionally, the SRS test method is
undertaken on vibration test equipment. As such if vibration testing is also been undertaken, (as is usually
the case; additional special test equipment and rigs are not required, reducing both test time and costs. A
deficiency of the SRS test method is that an SRS severity is not a unique definition and consequently, unless
the procedure is specific, can result in lack of repeatability of testing. The problem is such that it can be
difficult for a test specifier to be certain as to the test actually undertaken and whether the assumed damage
modes have correctly exercised.  The generation of adequate acceptance criteria i.e. tolerancing can also be
problematic. This problem of repeatability is made worse by the range of methods and assumptions used in
the various commercial software packages used to undertake this test.
The UK Def Stan test is probably the oldest of the procedures and was intended primarily to replicate
compound decaying sinusoidal type profiles. The problem of ensuring repeatability was circumvented by
requiring the components of the shock time history to be defined. The International EN / IEC 60068-2-57 test
procedure was originally intended to simulate the effects of earthquakes but was significantly modified to
allow the use of SRS severity definitions. Again the method was based largely around decaying sinusoidal
type profiles. The latter International EN / IEC 60068-2-81 test procedure is quite recent and is significantly
different to its predecessor as it is centred around the more modern wavelet approach. However, it has
limitations in terms of ensuring repeatablity relying mostly on extensive guidance as a means of ensuring
repeatability.

The original US Mil Std adoption of the SRS test methods lacked any real test procedure and seemed to be
a way of allowing more flexible tolerancing of the classic waveform shock. The French GAM method seems
to be a reasonable working compromise between the EN / IEC 60068-2-57 test procedure and the Mil Std.
The most recent version of the US Mil Std includes more information than earlier versions, but still does not
really address the main testing issues.

Quadripartite (US/UK/F/DE) agreement ITOP 5-2-506 comprises a procedure for shock testing missiles and
rockets. It mostly contains a basic pulse shock test procedure but also purports to contain SRS and pyro-
shock proceedures. The SRS procedure is extremely basic and seems to be based upon an older Mil Std
810 which is inconsistant with the UK and French national standards and effectively precludes there use.
The rationale for the existence of the procedures in ITOP 5-2-506  is unclear. The basic test test procedures
included in this ITOP has existed in commercial standards and national military standards for a very long
period. Moreover, the NATO standards 4375 both existed when the ITOP was issued (1999).

The latest NATO STANAG method  is extensively revised from earlier versions. It appears to encompasses
issues from the UK Def Stan, the French GAM method and the Mil Std. In addition it contains a lot of
background information on the derivation of SRS severities from measurements. However, it does not seem
to address issues related to repeatability and is entirely different to the recent EN / IEC 60068-2-81 test
procedure.
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The latest NATO STANAG method and the recent the EN / IEC 60068-2-81 test procedure undoubtedly
comprise the most up to date  SRS methods available. However, they are entirely different from each other
and so far both are unproven in the real world testing of equipment. Both give considerable flexability to the
test house in the conduct of the test and the waveform actually applied. However, this is a disadvantage to
the test specifer who canot necessarily be certain the assumed damage modes have correctly exercised. In
contrast the UK Def Stan and the French GAM method have been shown to work and address the problems
of associated with ensuring repeatability. However, they do not necessarily allow use of  the latest
techniques included in commercial control software packages.

6.3.3.5 Pyroshock
This procedure is intended to simulate the effects of high frequency shocks such as those induced by the
operation of explosively operated cutters, bolts, line cutting charges etc. It could also be used to simulate
other high frequency shocks particularly those arising from high velocity impact. For the most part this type of
shock is unique to military equipment, the main exception to this is the separation shocks arising in
commercial satellites / boosters. Consequently, it is not surprising that this test method is not contained in
any general commercial standards (although it is both an ESA and NASA requirement).

Historically a separate pyroshock test was included in military specifications as it required entirely different
test equipment and a different approach to that used for other types of shock. At that time simulating high
frequency shocks either required very specialist simulation equipment  (gas guns etc) or the reproduction of
the event itself (by firing the pyrotechnic device). Since then the simulation of the effects of the using SRS
methods has become possible albeit for a limited range of conditions.

The latest US Mil Std procedure supplies advice the test specifier on appropriate strategies for simulating or
reproducing shock responses. The US procedure also supplies considerable information on how to measure
and quantify the shock environment as well as how to verify that the shock  has been adequately
reproduced. However, it has to be said that the source of this information (an IEST working practices
document originally commissioned by the US DOD) is far more comprehensive. As a considerable range of
test equipment may be adopted then the procedure is able to give only basic information in this regard. The
Mil Std procedure has been enhanced significantly over the years as better simulation and verification
methods because more readily available. The French GAM EG13 procedure is slightly older than the latest
US Mil Std procedure (or more accurately has not been updated quite as recently) and consequently does
not encompass the latest information and methods. However, it is essentially equivalent to the preceding
version of the Mil Std.

Quadripartite (US/UK/F/DE) agreement ITOP 5-2-506 comprises a procedure for shock testing missiles and
rockets. It mostly contains a basic pulse shock test procedure but also purports to contain SRS and pyro-
shock proceedures. The pyro-shock procedure is extremely basic and seems to be based upon parts of Mil
Std 810. Once again the rationale for the existence of the procedures in ITOP 5-2-506  is unclear. The basic
test test procedures included in this ITOP has existed in commercial standards and national military
standards for a very long period. Moreover, the NATO standards 4375 both existed when the ITOP was
issued (1999).

The latest NATO STANAG method was revised from earlier versions as well as the latest version of the US
Mil Std procedure. It appears to based largely on the Mil Std with additional information but would seem to
adequately encompass the relevant aspects of the French GAM EG13 procedure. As such the NATO
STANAG would seem to be the best document available. Although firmness of the standard could be an
issue with the STANAG, in practice documentation for this type of test is mostly treated as guidance because
of the range of methods that can be adopted. Nevertheless if repeatability were essential the user would
need to re-write the document.

6.3.3.6 Rail Impact

The rail impact test procedure is essentially intended to simulate the effects of rail shunting shocks on
packaged goods. Two different strategies are observed to be adopted by the different standards reviewed.
The strategy adopted by one group of standards is simulate the actual rail shunting / impact conditions by
forcing rail wagons into one another at defined velocities. The other strategy is to simulate the effects of the
impact using procedures such as the classic waveform test procedure with appropriate test severities.
Earlier versions of the US Mil Std test appear to have been based upon a US Federal Test in which rail cars
are subject to impact of various velocities. Historically the US Federal Test was utilised for large commercial
equipment viz. by US and European car manufacturers.  The latest version of the Mil Std has substantially
modified the original procedure but it is still US rail system specific and needs to be done with rail wagons.
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The French standard GAM-EG-13 also contains a rail impact test. Whilst., this procedure also requires
complete rail wagons, very little definitive information is contained in GAM-EG-13.

EN / IEC 60068 does not contain a specific rail procedure, although EN / IEC 60721 (the associated
environmental severities) does encompass rail shock by means of classic waveform test procedure. A similar
strategy is adopted in the UK standard 00-35 for reasons set out below.

NATO Stanag 4370 contains three procedures; two of these impact loaded rail wagons to produce the shock,
the  third allows laboratory simulation using either the classic waveform test or the SRS procedures. Of the
two procedures that impact loaded rail wagons, one is stated as mandatory for the  US rail system (although
why it should be mandatory is not clear) the other is indicated as a requirement for the European rail system
(again why it should be a requirement is not clear). The required amplitude severities for the latter are
quoted, are modest  and can be sensibly achieved on laboratory equipment.

In recent times rail shock severities on the European rail systems have decreased substantially. This is
because European rail vehicles now use better buffing equipment (hydraulic buffers produce much lower
shocks than spring) and more significantly as operating procedures have changed. The latter reducing and
eliminating shunting impacts because rail train sets are rarely broken into individual vehicles (especially
when loaded). Today the need for a specific procedure to reproduce rail impact appears to originate almost
entirely from consideration of the US rail system. For European defence equipment laboratory simulation is
the only cost effective and practical approach, that is if a test is needed at all.

The NATO Stanag 4370 appears to contain the most options for undertaking such. However, the European
need for such a test is doubtful and the severities (significantly exceed) the European need and commercial
standards such as EN / IEC 60721.

6.3.3.7 Undex Test
The simulation of the shock effects from non-contact explosions adjacent to warships have historically used
a range of specialist facilities. Generally each of the various facilities had accompanying specific test
procedures. Consequently, the test was not usually included in more general military procedures. A move
towards the use of a broader range of test facilities has necessitated the inclusion of appropriate test
procedures in military procedures. As the type of test is entirely military, no commercial equivalents are
available.  Of the procures reviewed the UK Def Stan 00-35 includes a very basic procedure aimed at setting
up the test but does not include information on tolerances or severities. The NATO Stanag 4370 contains a
specific and recent procedure. The procedure contains extensive guidance and allows the use of both
general and specific equipment. It also includes information on tolerancing.

6.3.3.8 Ballistic Shock

The Ballistic shock test method simulates a high-level transient shock that generally results from the impact
of projectiles or ordnance on armoured combat vehicles, hardened targets, or other structures.  Such impact
may produce a very high rate of momentum exchange at a point, over a small finite area or over a large
area.  The high rate of momentum exchange may be caused by collision of two elastic bodies or a pressure
wave applied over a surface.  Ballistic shock can be considered as a specific application of transient or
pyrotechnic shock.

Historically a separate ballistic shock test was included in military specifications as it required entirely
different test equipment and a different approach to that used for other types of shock.

The latest NATO STANAG method is effectively identical to the latest US Mil Std procedure. Whilst, the
Stanag is somewhat more readable than the Mil Std, the severity defined as a Shock Response Spectra is
not included in the Stanag making it essentially inoperable.   The test does not appear in French military
specification GAM EG13 or the UK Def Stan 00-35. Arguably the ballistic shock requirement is included in
those standards within the generic shock test procedures. As it is entirely a military requirement the test
method does not exist in IEC or EN commercial standards.

Both the latest NATO Stanag and the Mil Std 810 methods includes several sub-procedures
i. Ballistic Hull & Turret
ii. Large Scale Ballistic Shock Simulator
iii. Light Weight Shock Machine
iv. Medium Weight Shock Machine
vi. Drop Table
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The first of these sub-procedures uses actual conditions and hence is not strictly a laboratory test. The last
sub-procedure uses a commonly available basic drop test facility but the sub-procedure is only permitted for
items below 40 Kg. The remaining three sub-procedures relate to US specific facilities which would be
expensive to reproduce in Europe. Moreover, alternative methods of  simulating ballistic shock, gas guns etc,
are not addressed. It has to be concluded that the adoption of the Stanag ballistic shock test could put
European industry at a disadvantage.  This could be easily resolved in the procedure is written in terms of
the real requirement rather than as a procedure relating to specific types of equipment.
6.3.3.9 Catapult Launch /Arrested Landing

The US Mil Std has included, a virtually identical, catapult launch / arrested landing shock test procedure,
since almost the earliest version.  The test has limited application for Naval aircraft equipment and weapons.
It is a relatively simple decaying sinusoidal waveform of modest amplitude (about 2 g). In most cases the
severities are likely to significantly encompassed by other environments. Today the test can readily be
undertaken on various shock test equipment.  The French GAM-EG-13 references a severity for the
environment but has no specific procedure rather uses existing shock test procedures. Similarly, the only
reference to catapult launch / arrested landing in the UK Def Stan is a severity that uses the SRS test
method as the appropriate procedure. Of all the available procedures (but not necessarily intended for this
environment) the one that would best replicate this environment is the SRS test procedure of EN / IEC
60068-2-57 time history test procedure. That procedure is essentially the SRS procedure for low frequency
applications (earthquakes). Whilst, the EN / IEC procedure is  currently the most applicable and up to date
method published, a soon to be published revision to the UK Def Stan  would be more applicable.

With todays equipment the catapult launch / arrested landing transient can easily be reproduced using
existing procedures such as the SRS method. The latest NATO Stanag method does not include a specific
test procedure but  the SRS procedure could easily be adapted. This seems to align with current thinking that
a specific test procedure for this is not required.

6.3.3.10 Bump

The bump test has similar providence to the classic waveform or basic shock test procedure.  It is quite an
old test using relatively simple mechanical test equipment and allowed the application of repetitive shocks of
reasonable amplitude at a time when vibration test equipment was expensive and not widely available.  A
test using this procedure typically utilises several a half sine pulse, repetitively applied, with a few seconds
interval between each pulse.  None of the procedures specify a particular item of test equipment, but test
equipment specifically for this procedure are relatively cheap and widely available.

The test is generally not considered to replicate a particular environmental condition but rather to
demonstrate equipment has a degree of hardness against shock and vibration conditions.  It has been used
historically by many COTS component and sub-system suppliers (both military and commercial) to indicate
the capability of their equipment.  Although used to a lesser extent today it is still common to see the test
listed in technical specifications for smaller electrical and mechanical components.  It is important therefore
that the test procedure is common to both commercial and military equipment.

As was also the case for the classic waveform or basic shock test procedure, the UK and French national
defence standards have, by design, historically adopted the same basic procedure of the International
standard that is now EN / IEC 60068.  The test set up, the tolerances on the pulses and the general
confirmation tolerances are all identical.  The test procedure does not appear in the US standard nor is it
addressed in the NATO Stanag.  The argument for the latter is that it does not replicate a particular
environmental condition.

Although, the original rationale for this test has long been superseded, it is still used by suppliers of COTS
and OEM equipment to demonstrate the ruggedness of components and subsystems.  For this reason,
commonality between commercial and military procedures is highly desirable.  Both the UK and French
military standards align with the procedure of EN 1 IEC 60068.  The test does not appear in NATO Stanag
4370 largely because it does not replicate a particular environmental condition.
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6.3.4 Conclusions

A summary of the recommendations is shown in the table below which is expanded in the following
paragraphs.

Summary of Recommendations for Shock Test Procedures

NATO STANAG
4370 AECTP

International
EN / IEC
60068

UK
Def Stan

00-35

US
 Mil Std 810F

France
GAM-Eg-13

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP

Classical
waveform
shock

Nearly
equivalent to

European
standards

Jointly
Recommended

Procedure
common to UK
/ F standards

Equivalent to
EN/ IEC
60068

Significantly
differs from

other
standards

Equivalent to
EN/ IEC
60068

Reflects US
test

procedure

Handling &
drop

Recommended
but concerns

over differences
with EN/ IEC

60068

Jointly
Recommended

Procedure
common to UK
/ F standards

Equivalent to
EN/ IEC
60068

Differs from
other

standards

Essentially
equivalent to

EN/ IEC
60068

Significant
reservations

(cut down
safety drop

test)

Safety drop
test

Stanag 4375
Recommended

UN “Orange”
book drop test
also required

Implements
STANAG

with
additions

No equivalent test. Reservations
(differs from

Stanag)

SRS shock Recommended
but with

concerns on
repeatability

Various versions of procedure exist in all standards but
differences exist

Reflects US
test

procedure

Pyroshock Recommended No test procedure. Early version
of STANAG

Included by
STANAG

Reflects US
test

procedure

Rail impact Recommended
but question

European need

Various procedures and severities exist in all standards but
differences exist particularly in severity, reflecting different

systems

No
equivalent

test.

Undex test Recommended No equivalent
test.

Inadequate
as Procedure

No equivalent test.

Ballistic
shock

Recommended
but with

reservation on
disadvantage
imposed on
European
industry

No specific  test procedure Same as
STANAG
procedure

No specific
test

procedure.

Reflects US
test

procedure

Catapult No specific test
but SRS

method could
be adopted

Recommended
but question

need

No specific
test but SRS
method could
be adopted

Specific but
old fashioned

procedure

No specific
test but SRS
method could
be adopted

No
equivalent

test.

Bump No equivalent
test.

Recommended
but question

need

Equivalent to
EN/ IEC
60068

No
equivalent

test.

Equivalent to
EN/ IEC
60068

No
equivalent

test.

The simulation of shock events encompasses a wide range of requirements and has historically utilised a
wide range of test equipment. Many of the shock methods date back around 50 years  when they needed to
adopted innovative approaches to allow the simulation of shock events. Whilst, shock analysis & verification
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methods also date back around 50 years, the common use of these has only been practical with high speed
digital computing. In recent years viable techniques to allow representative shocks to be undertaken on
vibration test equipment has become commonly available. Just as importantly, the experience to use such
facilities has been more widely promulgated.

Historically a number of shock tests have been essentially unique to the military field with little or no general
commercial application. Although, with modern methods the distinction has become less clear, the more
difficult and specialist methods still remaining the province of only the military test facility. It is not surprising
then that in such cases no real commercial test procedures are available. The NATO Stanag appears to
comprises the most comprehensive specification incorporating all the specialist test requirements. It also
encompasses the requirements of the national military specifications. Moreover, NATO Stanag specification
seems to be the most up to date incorporating options that have recently become viable.

The above notwithstanding for a number of shock test types commercial equivalents are available  and have
been for some considerable time. As some of these tests are used by supplier of COTS and OEM
equipment, commonality with commercial procedures is important. The European national military
specifications reviewed here appear to take cognisance of this and in such cases reflect the commercial
equivalents. That does not seem to be the case for the US national specification which is markedly different
from commercial equivalents. The NATO Stanag reflects the essence of both European and US
requirements and the resultant compromise does not align as well with the commercial procedures as did the
European national military specifications.

6.3.4.1 The Classic Waveform or Basic Shock Test

The Classic Waveform or Basic Shock Test is used by suppliers of COTS equipment commonality between
commercial and military procedures is highly desirable. Both the UK and French military standards align with
the procedure of EN / IEC 60068. Mostly that is also the case for NATO Stanag 4370, although the form and
tolerances on one pulse type differ for no apparently good reason. The procedure of US Mil Std 810F differs
from all the other standards to a significant extent. Moreover, the US Mil Std permits an “alternative” process
which can result in yet greater variations.

In summary, the difference between the UK and French military standards and EN / IEC 60068. Is
insignificant and any of these could be adopted. The US Mil Std 810 procedure differs from all others to an
extent that its adoption could be considered a disadvantage to European industry. The NATO STANAG 4370
military standard has the potential to replace any other European military standard or commercial procedures
if it were not for ensuring total commonality. Unfortunately, this type of test procedure is likely to be used for
COTS equipment and further work is need to align the details of STANAG to European and commercial
standards. For this reason the procedure either of the UK and French military standards or EN / IEC 60068
could be recommended.

6.3.4.2 The Handling Test

The Handling Test comprises several procedures. The NATO STANAG incudes three procedures vertical
impact., horizontal impact and bench handling. The horizontal impact and bench handling impacts are
essentially those of the US Mil Std and GAM standards but with the US severity for bench handling. The
vertical impact severity is perscriptive and based upon mass of the item (from the US standard). In practice
the NATO STANAG is the US Mil Std with apparently only modest acknowledgment to other specifications.
In particular the procedures differs from the  two EN / IEC 60068 tests arguably without apparent good
cause. Moreover, the use of perscriptive “hardening” severities for the vertical impact test could be seen as
limiting the use of commercial equipment and packaging in circumstances were full military hardening criteria
are not necessary.

The NATO STANAG 4370 military standards currently cannot be considered a replacement for European
military standard or commercial procedures. This type of test procedure is likely to be used for COTS
equipment and commonality with  commercial standards is . For this reason the procedure either of the UK
and French military standards or EN / IEC 60068 could be recommended.

6.3.4.3 The Safety Drop Test

For systems containing dangerous items and particularly energetic materials a separate set of handling tests
are commonly mandated either by national or international requirements. These can be grouped as “safety
impact test” in which the equipment would be expected to remain “safe only” or “safe only for disposal”.

The main test procedure is Nato Stanag 4375 requires drops of not less that 12 m onto face and edges of
the packaged and / or unpackaged weapon. The impact surface is enhanced from previous definitions but
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the procedure is backwardly with existing surfaces. The current UK Def Stan 00-35 Test sets requirements
above and beyond the NATO Stanag 4375 because of specific UK need for a potentially greater drop heights
and drops onto spigots. ITOP 4-2-601 includes a safety drop test as part of a series of drop tests. The
procedure appears to be based upon NATO Stanag 4375 (saftey drop test). Stanag 4375 is frequently listed
along with a number of other safety tests (fire, bullet impact etc). These are frequently used to demonstrate
‘insensitive munition’ (IM) criteria. However,  the safety drop test is not strictly a so called IM test.

The UN “Orange” Book (or more formally Recommendations On The Transport Of Dangerous Goods
ST/SG/AC.10/Rev.12) contains a drop test which is intended as an international requirements for
demonsterating the adequacy of packages when transporting dangerous goods.The drop height required for
explosives in the drop test set out in the UN standard is significantly less than the heights required in the
specifically military tests already addressed. However, the criteria required to be achieved are more
demanding. These differences will not normally allow the military safety drop tests to encompass the
requirements of the UN test or vice versa.

The NATO STANAG 4375 encompasses other national military requirements and is consequently
recommend. However, this test does not encompass the UN Transport Of Dangerous Goods drop test which
may also additionally be required.

6.3.4.4 The Shock Response Spectra Test

The Shock Response Spectra Test included in the latest NATO Stanag method  is extensively revised from
earlier versions. It appears to encompasses issues from the UK Def Stan, the French GAM method and the
Mil Std. The latest NATO Stanag method and the recent the EN / IEC 60068-2-81 test procedure
undoubtedly comprise the most up to date SRS methods available. However, they are entirely different from
each other and so far both are unproven in the real world testing of equipment. Both give considerable
flexability to the test house in the conduct of the test and the waveform actually applied. However, this is a
disadvantage to the test specifer who canot necessarily be certain the assumed damage modes have
correctly exercised. In contrast the UK Def Stan and the French GAM method have been shown to work and
address the problems of associated with ensuring repeatability. However, they do not necessarily allow use
of  the latest techniques included in commercial control software packages.

In summary,  the primary reason for shock testing in military applications differs from that  of commercial
applications. Nevertheless, ideally, the actual test procedures for military and commercial applications should
be interchangeable. Of the military standards NATO STANAG 4370 is the most sophisticated and uses the
most up to date methods, it is consequently recommended.  However, the approach is not well proven in real
world use and does not address repeatability particularly well. If repeatability is an issue a test specifier may
find thee UK Def Stan and the French GAM method are more useful.

6.3.4.5 The Pyrotechnic Test

The Pyrotechnic test procedure is intended to simulate the effects of high frequency shocks such as those
induced by the operation of pyrotechnic operated cutters, bolts, line cutting charges etc.  Mostly this type of
shock is unique to military equipment, the main exception is the separation shocks arising separation
systems in  commercial satellites / boosters. Consequently, it is not surprising that this test method is not
contained in general commercial standards, excepting specialist ESA or NASA requirements. The latest
NATO Stanag method is updated from earlier versions as well as the latest version of the US Mil Std
procedure. It appears to based largely on the Mil Std with additional information but would seem to
adequately encompass the relevant aspects of the French GAM EG13 procedure.

In summary,  the NATO Stanag appears to encompass existing tests and is consequently recommended.

6.3.4.6 The Rail Impact Test

The rail impact test procedure is essentially intended to simulate the effects of rail shunting shocks on
packaged goods. Two different strategies are observed; one to replicate the actual rail shunting / impact
conditions by forcing rail wagons into one another at defined velocities, the other strategy is to simulate the
effects of the impact using procedures such as the classic waveform test procedure with appropriate test
severities.

The latest version of the Mil Std has substantially modified earlier (Federal) procedures but it is still US rail
system specific and needs to be done with rail wagons. The French standard GAM-EG-13 also contains a
rail impact test. Whilst., this procedure also requires complete rail wagons, very little definitive information is
contained in GAM-EG-13.  EN / IEC 60068 does not contain a specific rail procedure, although EN / IEC
60721 (the associated environmental severities) does encompass rail shock by means of classic waveform
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test procedure. A similar strategy is adopted in the UK Defence Standard 00-35.  NATO Stanag 4370
contains three procedures; two of these impact loaded rail wagons to produce the shock,  the  third allows
laboratory simulation using either the classic waveform test or the SRS procedures. Of the two procedures
that impact loaded rail wagons, one is stated as mandatory for the  US rail system (although the justification
for the mandatory statement is questionable) the other is indicated as a requirement for the European rail
system (the justification is questionable).

In recent times rail shock severities on the European rail systems have decreased substantially. This is
because European rail vehicles now use better buffing equipment (hydraulic buffers produce much lower
shocks than spring) and more significantly as operating procedures have changed. The latter reducing and
eliminating shunting impacts because rail train sets are rarely broken into individual vehicles (especially
when loaded). Today the need for a specific procedure to reproduce rail impact appears to originate almost
entirely from consideration of the US rail system. For European defence equipment laboratory simulation is
the only cost effective and practical approach, that is if a test is needed at all.

In summary, the NATO Stanag 4370 appears to contain the most options but contains implied requirements
for testing and the severities which do not align with commercial standards such as EN / IEC 60721. Concern
exists that the STANAG may be over specifying requirement to meet US criteria which do not exist in
Europe.  Nevertheless as a procedure the STANAG is reccomended.

6.3.4.7 The Undex Test

The Undex Test simulates the shock effects from non-contact explosions adjacent to warships. The test has
historically used a range of specialist facilities. Generally each of the various facilities had accompanying
specific test procedures. Consequently, the test was not usually included in more general military
procedures. A move towards the use of a broader range of test facilities has necessitated the inclusion of
appropriate test procedures in military procedures. As the type of test is entirely military, no commercial
equivalents are available.  Of the procures reviewed the UK Def Stan 00-35 includes a very basic procedure
aimed at setting up the test but does not include information on tolerances or severities. The NATO Stanag
4370 contains a specific and recent procedure. The procedure contains extensive guidance and allows the
use of both general and specific equipment.  It also includes information on tolerancing.

In summary, as a test the NATO Stanag 4370 is really the only coherent procedure as such is
recccomended.

6.3.4.8 The Ballistic Shock Test

The Ballistic Shock Test method simulates a high-level transient shock that generally results from the impact
of projectiles or ordnance on armoured combat vehicles, hardened targets, or other structures.  The latest
NATO Stanag method is effectively identical to the latest US Mil Std procedure, although without severity
information.  The test does not specifically appear in French military specification GAM EG13 or the UK Def
Stan 00-35 although it could be argued that it is included within the generic shock procedure.  As it is entirely
a military requirement the test method also does not exist in IEC or CEN commercial standards. The main
issue with both the Mil Std and Stanag procedures is that three of the five sub-procedures utilise US test
facilities. Moreover, the only sub-procedure that  uses facilities that are commonly available in Europe has
limited applicability to equipment with a mass of 40 Kg.

In summary, although the STANAG procedure is recommended, it is with significant reservations as to the
disadvantages it imposes on European industry. Also the absence of severities in the Stanag makes the
procedure of doubtful practical value. These issues could be resolved with further work to define
requirements as  is the norm in Europe rather than cook book procedures to use specific test equipment
which seems to be the norm in the US.

6.3.4.9 The Catapult Launch /Arrested Landing Test

The Catapult Launch / Arrested Landing Test has appeared in the US Mil since almost the earliest version.
The test was intended for Naval aircraft equipment and weapons. The French GAM-EG13, the UK Def Stan
and the NATO Stanag refer to a severity but use the existing SRS procedure. If a test is required the SRS
test procedure of EN / IEC 60068-2-57 time history test procedure is the most up to date and applicable.

In summary, the  EN / IEC 60068-2-57 time history test procedure is the most applicable and up to date
procedure even if it was not intended for this application. With that said, the SRS test procedure included in
all the defence standards can easily be adapted to this environment if its ever required. Currently such a
need is highly questionable given the modest conditions compared with other environments Naval aircraft
equipment and weapons are likely to experience.
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6.3.4.10 The Bump Test

The Bump Test uses relatively simple test equipment and allowed the application of repetitive shocks of
reasonable amplitude at a time when vibration test equipment was not widely available.  A test using this
procedure typically utilises several a half sine pulse, repetitively applied, with a few seconds interval between
each pulse.  Although, the original rationale for this test has long been superseded, it is still used by
suppliers of COTS and OEM equipment to demonstrate the ruggedness of components and subsystems.
For this reason, commonality between commercial and military procedures is highly desirable.  Both the UK
and French military standards align with the procedure of EN / IEC 60068.  The test does not appear in
NATO Stanag 4370 largely because it does not replicate a particular environmental condition.

In summary, the procedure of EN / IEC 60068 is reflected in  other standards which still contain this test. As
a procedure to test both assemblies and sub-assemblies, it is undoubtedly inappropriate, it may still have
value for components, but only to a limited extent.
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6.4 Review and Comparison of Miscellaneous Mechanical Test Methods

6.4.1 Standards Under Consideration

The standards reviewed and compared with regard miscellaneous mechanical conditions are set out in the
following table.

Matrix Environmental Test Methods vs Standards

NATO
STANAG 4370

AECTP
(Method No)

International
EN / IEC

60068 Part 2
(60068-2-xx)

UK
Def Stan 00-35

Part 3
(Chapter / test)

US
 Mil Std 810F

(Test No /
Procedure)

France
GAM-Eg-13
(Method /

Procedure)

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP
(Test No)

CONSTANT
ACCELERATION

404 7 2-13 / M13 513 1st Part
method 45

BOUNCE / LOOSE
CARGO

406 55 2-11 / M11 514
 Procedure II

1st Part
method 42 -
procedure 5

4-2-602

MATERIEL
TIEDOWN

407

MOTION
PLATFORM

418

LARGE
ASSEMBLY
TRANSPORT

408 2-14 / M14 514
 Procedure III

1st Part
method 42 -
procedure 4

MATERIEL
LIFTING

409 2-15 / M15

MATERIEL
STACKING

410 UN “Orange”
Book

ST/SG/AC.10/
Rev.12

2-16 / M16

MATERIEL
BENDING

411 2-17 / M17

MATERIEL
RACKING

412 2-18 / M18
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6.4.3 Technical  Comparison

6.4.3.1 Constant Acceleration

The constant acceleration procedure is one of the oldest mechanical tests and appears in many
compendiums of standards for most types of equipment especially for aerospace components. It is also one
the simplest mechanical test procedures with variations mostly centred on guidance and severities. It is
frequently the case that this test procedure experiences very few changes most related to guidance and
severity. The most common type of test equipment for undertaking this test is a centrifuge although in certain
cases sled tracks can also be used. Although the latter are sometimes used for commercial equipment they
are more frequently employed on military equipment requiring higher levels of acceleration.

In the majority of cases the use of the constant acceleration tests is likely to be limited to sub-assemblies
rather than complete systems (the capabilities of which are likely to established by computation). As these
sub-assembles may be COTS equipment it is important that commercial and military test procedures align.

The commercial procedure EN / IEC 60068 and the UK Def Stan procedure are specifically written for use
with a centrifuge. Although, both could be adapted for use with sled tracks. The French GAM-EG-13
standard and the US Mil Std both address both centrifuge and sled tracks. The latest STANAG has a degree
of commonality with the UK, French and US national standards. However, the latest version contains
considerable amount of guidance mixed within the procedural requirements. This is to such an extent that
the actual requirements are difficult to ascertain and firmness of content could be considered to have been
compromised.

6.4.3.2 Bounce / Loose Cargo

This is again a very old test procedure originally written around a particular piece mechanical test equipment.
The test equipment causes a platform able to move in two dimensions onto which sits the packaged
equipment under test. When the platform is stimulated at a fixed frequency by cams the packaged equipment
moves as a loose item and is able to “bounce” on the platform. The original intent was to crudely simulate the
most severe motions of a wheeled transport vehicle and consequently the impacts that an item of loose
cargo may experience. The particular piece of mechanical test equipment utilised originates from around the
1950’s and can only be utilised for this specific purpose.

The test amplitudes are set intrinsically by the mechanical construction  of the particular piece of test
equipment utilised and the only real variable is test duration. The machine uses two cams to produce
platform motion each running at a fixed speed but at slightly different speeds from each other. The cams via
linkages  produces two dimensional motion of the platform.

The test was originally derived for packaged items transported by wheeled vehicles. The test severities were
originally developed for commercial applications. However, they are generally no longer considered
applicable for that use. This is mostly because vehicles and road surfaces have improved. As a
consequence the test was frequently found to induce damage not generated in practice.  As the test
amplitudes cannot be readily adjusted the use of the test has significantly decreased for commercial
applications. The severities were found to be more realistic for military items carried either off-road or on
degraded roads. Although, originally intended for packaged equipment, for military applications it is often
utilised for unpackaged equipment in its tactical configuration. For military applications the test may be called
to simulate transport in tracked vehicles, however, the particular piece of mechanical test equipment used for
“bounce” testing has no real technical basis for use in simulating those conditions.

The commercial procedure EN / IEC 60068, the UK Def Stan procedure, the French GAM EG 13 standard
and the US Mil Std 810 are essentially written around the use of the original 1950’s mechanical test
equipment. A slight difference exists in the way the cams transmit motions to the platform in the US test
procedure from that set out in all the other procedures listed. This is a subtle difference as it seems likely to
generate a smaller difference in equipment response than  the differences between different manufacturers
test equipment. The latest STANAG is also written around the use of the original 1950’s mechanical test
equipment. However, it does resolve the subtly differences in motion between the US and European national
procedures.

Quadripartite (US/UK/F/DE) agreement ITOP 4-2-602 includes a loose cargo test as part of a series of rough
handling tests. Although the ITOP is stated a encompassing any military equipment, the procedure itself
repeatedly makes reference to ammunition. It is rather clear, that this originated as an ammunition specific
procedure, and a rather poor attempt has been made to make it more general. The loose cargo procedure
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adopts the Mil Std platform motions and is consequently incompatible with either the UK Def Stan procedure,
the French GAM EG 13 standard or EN / IEC 60068. As such the ITOP is disadvantageous to European
Industry. The rationale for the existence of the procedures in ITOP 4-2-602 is unclear. The test procedures
included in this ITOP (loose cargo vibration, temperature cycling and drop tests) have all existed in
commercial standards and national military standards for a very long period. Moreover, the NATO standard
existed when the ITOP was first issued (1996) and last modified (1999).

Some alternatives to the 1950’s mechanical test equipment do exist but none are universally accepted. The
UK Def Stan and to some extent the STANAG allow the use of alternative equipment but only provide they
generate similar motions to the 1950’s mechanical test equipment. Such alternative equipment is usually a
two dimensional platform excited by (usually) four hydraulic rams. The (quite old) US Mil Std 331 permits the
loose cargo testing of packaged fuzes on a single axis electro-mechanical vibrator. The loose cargo testing
of commercial packages is frequently achieved on single dimensional electro-hydraulic or electro-dynamic
vibrators as part of a vibration test. Similar methods have been utilised for some specific military ordnance
items in several countries. These alternative commercial methods are already enshrined in some product
specific international commercial standards. Moreover, generic CEN and ISO standards encompassing such
procedures are likely to be issued shortly.

The STANAG has a slight advantage over both EN / IEC 60068 and the various national military standards.
Although this is only because it resolves the subtly differences in motion between the US and European
national procedures. This notwithstanding, the specific 1950’s mechanical test equipment all these methods
resolve around is not particularly flexible or repeatable. The use of modern and more flexible test equipment
is permitted  by some product specific commercial procedures and generic CEN and ISO standards are likely
to be available shortly.

6.4.3.3 Materiel Tiedown

NATO STANAG 4370 includes a test method used demonstrate the adequacy of a package or container to
resist, during tiedown, the applied loads without unacceptable degradation of its structural and/or its
functional performance. It is particularly applicable to materiel having integral attachments such handles, eye
bolts and shackles. None of the European national military standards include a similar test nor does EN / IEC
60068. However, various CEN and ISO package standards do include similar basic requirements.

The STANAG test is a basic static loading test of container handling features which does not necessarily
encompass CEN, ISO or European legislative requirements. Military use may require loadings in excess of
those specified (in CEN & ISO standards) by commercial use. However, the specified lowest loadings should
be the commercial standards and European legislative requirements.

6.4.3.4 Motion Platform

NATO STANAG 4370 contains a test to replicate the motion that may be induced on platforms such as a
large ship during a rough sea state. The test is intended is intended to replicate rigid body motion in terms of
linear and rotational motions. The need for an equipment to operate at different angular positions is
requirement of many platforms. Compliance with these requirements is normally verified by a range of
methods. These methods are not normally included as environmental tests. Nevertheless ship board
equipment may be COTS intended for fixed installation, consequently a standard  method of verifying
adequacy is useful. Although no equivalent test exists in EN / IEC 60068, a Ship platform specific (vertical)
IEC standard does exists and the NATO STANAG 4370 should adopt that procedure.

6.4.3.5 Large Assembly Transport Test
This test procedure was intended to be an alternative to laboratory simulation when items were very large or
massive. The procedure may be used for large / heavy packaged items, large packs of artillery rocket, large
command & communications shelters or large NBC monitoring systems.  Essentially the procedure permits
mounting of the equipment on appropriate vehicles which then transits appropriate surfaces (usually test
tracks), at appropriate speeds for appropriate durations.

The UK Def Stan 00-35 includes a specific test procedure for large assembly transport testing. It does not
specify specific surfaces, speeds or durations. Rather it suggests these should be derived from knowledge of
intended usage. A alternative option for large equipment is also permitted in the French GAM-EG standard
and the US Mil Std. The latest STANAG includes a specific large assembly transport test procedure as an
alternative to laboratory simulation. This reflects all the components of the national standards. Again the
basic procedure does not contain specify requirements for surfaces, speeds or durations. Whilst, it does
include some guidance, that resolves entirely around US test track surfaces and test operating procedure.
No equivalent exists in the commercial procedure EN / IEC 60068.
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6.4.3.6 Materiel Lifting, Stacking, Bending And Racking Tests
The four test procedures materiel lifting, stacking, bending and racking tests all originate from packaging test
standards. They were originally intended to verify the adequacy of packages but can also be used to verify
that the conditions do not degrade the equipment within the package.

The original UK Def Stan 00-35 tests are effectively identical to those of Def Stan 81-41 Part 3. The
STANAG 4370 tests reflect the UK Def Stan procedures. The Def Stan 81-41 part 3 test procedures are also
those of STANAG 4340 AEPP-3. No equivalent exists in the commercial procedure EN / IEC 60068.
However, various CEN and ISO package standards do include similar basic requirements. Given that they
encompass a larger range of package type is difficult to understand why the Stanag does not encompass
such commercial procedures.

The UN “Orange” Book (or more formally Recommendations On The Transport Of Dangerous Goods
ST/SG/AC.10/Rev.12) contains a stacking test which is intended as an international requirements for
demonsterating the adequacy of packages when transporting dangerous goods. Dangerous goods in this
instance are catagorised as a range of materials one of which is explosives. UN certification against
nationally implimented versions of this standard is required before dangerous goods can be transported
using most commercial means. This is especially the case for international transportation. Although the test
procedure of the UN test is the same as that in the Def Stan & STANAG tests, the severity and criteria differ.
Although these differences would currently dictate separate they are not so great as to be insurmountable.
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6.4.4 Conclusions

A summary of the recommendations is shown in the table below which is expanded in the following
paragraphs.

Summary of Recommendations for Miscellaneous Mechanical Tests

NATO
STANAG 4370

AECTP

International
EN / IEC
60068

UK
Def Stan

00-35

US
Mil Std 810F

France
GAM-Eg-13

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP

Constant
acceleration

Could be
recommended

but with
reservations as

to quality of
procedure

Essentially equivalent to STANAG Test. Recommended No equivalent
test.

Bounce /
loose cargo

Recommended
but new

CEN/ISO Stds
will probably

surpass

Essentially equivalent to STANAG procedure but note differences in motion
between US/ITOP procedures  and European procedures.

Materiel
tiedown

Cannot be
recommended
in current form

No equivalent test

Motion
Platform

Cannot be
recommended
in current form

No equivalent test

Large
assembly
transport

Recommended No equivalent
test.

Equivalent to STANAG Test. No equivalent
test.

Materiel,
lifting,
stacking,
bending and
racking

Recommended UN “Orange”
book test for

stacking
would also be

required.

Equivalent to
STANAG Test.

No equivalent test.

6.4.4.1 Constant Acceleration

The Constant Acceleration test procedure is usually  limited to sub-assemblies rather than complete systems
(the capabilities of which are likely to established by computation). As these sub-assembles may be COTS
equipment it is important that commercial and military test procedures align. The procedure in EN / IEC
60068 and the UK Def Stan are specifically written for use with a centrifuge. Although, both could be used
with sled tracks. The French GAM-EG-13 and the US Mil Std both address both centrifuge and sled tracks.
The latest STANAG has a degree of commonality with the UK, French and US national standards. It also
addresses centrifuge and sled tracks. However, the latest version contains considerable amount of guidance
mixed within the procedural requirements. This is to such an extent that the actual requirements are difficult
to ascertain and firmness of content could be considered to have been compromised.

In summary, the difference between the various tests is not particularly significant and any of those reviewed
could be adopted. The NATO STANAG 4370 has the greatest degree of commonality to the other military
standards, however, it is compromised by the lack of firmness of content. As this test is likely to be used for
COTS equipment greater effort is also required to align the STANAG  to commercial  standards. If it were not
for this it would be the most applicable single standard and recommended.  Otherwise the French
GAM-EG-13 is recommended.
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6.4.4.2 Bounce / Loose Cargo

The Bounce / Loose Cargo test procedure is quite old and written around a particular piece mechanical test
equipment. The test amplitudes are set intrinsically by the mechanical construction  of the particular test
equipment utilised and the only real variable is test duration. The commercial procedure EN / IEC 60068, the
UK Def Stan procedure, the French GAM-EG-13 standard and the US Mil Std 810 are essentially written
around the use of the original 1950’s mechanical test equipment. The STANAG has a slight advantage over
both EN / IEC 60068 the various national military standards. Although this is only because it resolves the
subtly differences in motion between the US and European national procedures. This notwithstanding, the
specific 1950’s mechanical test equipment all these methods resolve around is not particularly flexible or
repeatable. The use of modern and more flexible test equipment is permitted by some product specific
commercial procedures and generic CEN and ISO standards are likely to be available shortly.

In summary, the NATO STANAG 4370 addresses the slight differences between the US and European
approaches, something the EN / IEC test fails to do. As the NATO STANAG has greatest degree of
commonality to both civil and other military standards it is recommended here. However, all the procedures
utilise very old equipment and badly require a degree of technical innovation to update this approach. Shortly
to be available generic CEN and ISO standards are likely to be more applicable than any procedure
reviewed.

6.4.4.3 Material Tie-down.

The STANAG test is a basic static loading test of container handling features which does not necessarily
encompass CEN, ISO or European legislative requirements. None of the European national military
standards include a similar test nor does EN / IEC 60068. However, various CEN and ISO package
standards do include similar basic requirements. Military use may require loadings in excess of those
specified (in CEN & ISO standards) by commercial use. However, the specified lowest loadings should be
the commercial standards and European legislative requirements. As such the STANAG 4370 test cannot be
recommended in its current form.

6.4.4.4 Motion Platform.

NATO STANAG 4370 contains a test to replicate the motion that may be induced on platforms such as a
large ship during a rough sea state. The test is intended is intended to replicate rigid body motion in terms of
linear and rotational motions. The need for an equipment to operate at different angular positions is
requirement of many platforms. Compliance with these requirements is normally verified by a range of
methods. These methods are not normally included as environmental tests. Nevertheless ship board
equipment may be COTS intended for fixed installation, consequently a standard  method of verifying
adequacy is useful. Although no equivalent test exists in EN / IEC 60068, a Ship platform specific (vertical)
IEC standard does exists and the NATO STANAG 4370 should move towards adopting that procedure. As
such the STANAG 4370 test cannot be recommended in its current form.

6.4.4.5 Large Assembly Transport

The Large Assembly Transport test procedure was intended to be an alternative to laboratory simulation
when items were very large or massive. The UK Def Stan 00-35 includes a specific test procedure for large
assembly transport testing. An alternative option for large equipment is also permitted in the French GAM-
EG standard and the US Mil Std. The latest STANAG includes a specific large assembly transport test
procedure as an alternative to laboratory simulation. This reflects all the components of the national
standards. However, the basic procedure does not contain specify requirements for surfaces, speeds or
durations. It does include some guidance on this but that resolves around US test track surfaces and test
operating procedure.  No equivalent exists in the commercial procedure EN / IEC 60068. In summary this
test reflects the large nature of certain military equipment and the need to use other than laboratory test
facilities. The NATO STANAG 4370 reflects other military standards and is hence recommended.

6.4.4.6. The Four Materiel Lifting, Stacking, Bending And Racking Tests

The Four Materiel Lifting, Stacking, Bending And Racking test procedures all originate from packaging test
standards but can also be used to verify that the conditions do not degrade the equipment within the
package. The original UK Def Stan 00-35 tests are effectively identical to those of Def Stan 81-41 Part 3. The
STANAG 4370 tests reflect the UK Def Stan procedures. The Def Stan 81-41 part 3 test procedures are also
those of STANAG 4340 AEPP-3. No equivalent exists in the commercial procedure EN / IEC 60068.
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In summary the NATO STANAG 4370 reflects other military standards and is hence recommended.
However, the STANAG stacking test does not encompass the UN Transport Of Dangerous Goods stacking
test which may additionally be required.
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6.5 Review and Comparison of Temperature, Humidity and Pressure Test Methods

6.5.1 Standards Under Consideration

The standards reviewed and compared with regard temperature, humidity sand pressure test methods are
set out in the following table.

Matrix Environmental Test Methods vs Standards

NATO
STANAG 4370

AECTP
(Method No)

International
EN / IEC

60068 Part 2
(60068-2-xx)

UK
Def Stan 00-35

Part 3
(Chapter / test)

US
 Mil Std 810F

(Test No /
Procedure)

France
GAM-Eg-13
(Method /

Procedure)

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP
(Test No)

High Temperature 302 2 Test B Dry
Heat

14 Change of
Temperature

3-01 / CL1
3-02 / CL2

3-11 / CL11

501 Part 1
Method 02

Hot

2-2-816

Low Temperature 303 1 Test A
Cold

14 Change of
Temperature

3-04 / CL4
3-05 / CL5

502 Part 1
Method 01

Cold

2-2-816

Thermal Shock 304 14 Change of
Temperature

3-14 / CL14 503 Part 1
Method 7

Thermal Shock

Solar Radiation 305 5 Test Sa
9 Guidance

3-03 / CL3 505 Part 1
Method 9 Solar

Radiation

4-2-826

Humidity 306 30 Damp Heat
Cycle

38
Temperature

Humidity Cycle

4-07 / CL7
4-06 / CL6

507 Part 1
Method 03
Humid Heat

4-2-820

Low Pressure 312 13 3-21 / CL21
3-20 / CL 20
3-09 / CL 09

500

Temperature,
Humidity Altitude

317 39
40
41

3-11 / CL 11
3-12 / CL 12
3-13 / CL13

520 05
10
11

Icing 311 3-10 / CL 10 521 14

Freeze Thaw 315 3-24 / CL 24 22
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6.5.3 Technical  Comparison

6.5.3.1 High and Low Temperature Test Procedures

Constant temperature testing, either hot or cold,  is undertaken to demonstrate equipment functions correctly
at elevated or reduced temperature. In the defence field this type of constant amplitude test is frequently
used by suppliers of COTS equipment to demonstrate a high and low temperature operational capability. In
this form the test procedures are relatively old and exists in both Civil standards and national military
standards. As it is needed for COTS equipment commonality between civil and defence specifications is
important. For this use the specifications should also be firmly written such that the test actually undertaken
is well understood.

Many standards have separate hot and cold procedures. However, this comparison found almost identical
arguments regardless of whether hot or cold procedures were considered. To avoid repetition they are
addressed together here.

It has been found that constant amplitude temperature testing is not particularly useful for testing defence
systems. Were a demonstration to operate or survive in a thermal cycle has shown to be more significant.
Tests to allow realistic thermal cycling mostly appear in the Defence Standards.

The main difference between the civil procedure international IEC EN 60068 and the military standards is the
absence of good temperature cycling procedure. IEC EN 60068-2-1 Cold and IEC EN 60068-2-2 Dry heat
are both firmly written constant high temperature test. A separate procedure exists IEC EN 60068-2-14 Test
N Change of Temperature which permits a course cyclic test. This latter test is not particularly sophisticated
and does not permit user defined temperature cycles.  One of the cycle types set out in this procedure was
commonly used in the 1960’s and 70’s for defence applications. However, it was found to generate
unrepresentative failures and as a consequence the cycle used in most Defence standards now allows the
tailoring of the cycle profile to replicate either actual daily cycles or user defined cycles.

The UK national Defence standard Def-Stan 00-35 contains two high temperature test procedures. Test Cl1
Constant High Temperature - Low Humidity Test is essentially identical to IEC EN 60068-2-2 Test B Dry heat
test procedure. Test CL2 High Temperature, Low Humidity And Solar Heating Diurnal Cycle Test is
technically comparable to test procedures of Method 302 (AECTP 300). Procedure A of the Def Stan
corresponds to Procedure I of the AECTP procedure, whilst, procedure B corresponds to procedure II and
offers some test temperature values for predetermined situations. The diurnal cycle test uses a
representative 24 hour thermal cycle as well as permitting use of older courser cycles for reasons of
backward compatibility.

The UK national Defence standard Def-Stan 00-35 also contains two low temperature test procedures. Test
CL4  Constant Low Temperature Test is technically similar to BS EN60068-2-1 Part 2 Tests A Cold. Test
CL5 - Low Temperature Diurnal Cycle Test is technically comparable to test procedures of Method 303
(AECTP 300).

The French national defence standard GAM-EG13 Cold and Dry Heat test methods are comparable with the
IEC constant amplitude methods. The test severities can to be tailored but the amount of guidance
information is lower than in other military standards. The French standard also contains a Thermal Cycles
procedure as well as a Climatic Cycles procedure. The former is a cycle test which includes a course cycle
similar to the IEC procedure as well as more representative “sinusoidal” type  cycle. This is more
representative than the IEC cycle but not as representative of real conditions as the Def Stan / STANAG
cycle. The Climatic Cycles procedures combines hot and cold cycles and is essentially a derivative
procedure.

International Test Operating Procedure 2-2-816 is a quadripartite agreement between the UK, US, F & DE.
This particular test relates specifically to tracked vehicles and as such could be regarded as a vertical
standard. The process set out is very basic subjecting the vehicles to a few constant amplitude tests. It is
unclear why such a basic procedure warrants a specific agreement. Moreover, the existence of such an
agreement  could be used to circumvent more sophisticated and realistic requirements.  In this regard the
rationale for procedure could be in conflict with European defence procurement strategy.

The high (Method 302) and low (Method 303) temperture tests within Nato STANAG 4370 each includes
three procedures the first two of those related to storage and  operating. The storage procedure allows both
cyclic testing as well constant amplitude testing, the operating procedure is a cyclic test. In both cases the
cyclic conditions are based upon a realistic daily thermal cycle. The use of the storage procedure at constant
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amplitude is very much a secondary option and this aspect is not written in a particularly firm manner which
is would allow its use or COTS equipment. The third radiative procedure for the hot test is used when the
effects of solar radition need to be included in the cycle but whemn the equipment only experiences indirect
heating from solar radiation viz. solar radiation is not experienced directly. The third manipulative procedure
within the cold test is used to determine whether equipment can be manually operated, assembled or
disasembled. A major benefit offered by Nato Stanag 4370 is its very comprehensive guidance information.
This supplies information to the test specifier to tailor the procedure keeping in mind the following aspects:

effects of high temperature on materiel
heat transfer physics
choice of test parameters
determination of test severities

The US National defence Mil-Std 810 procedures for high and low temperature testing are similar  to Method
302 & 303 of AECTP 300, but not identical. In this case the “storage” procedure is constant temperature
only, whilst,  the “operating” procedure allows cyclic or constant temperature testing. Neither constant
temperature test procedure is sufficiently firmly to allow its use for COTS equipment. Although radiative
heating situations are mentioned, no specific test procedure is presented. The cold test does includes a
“manipulation” procedure . This method is not generally practical for:

a. Evaluating time-dependent performance degradation (ageing) effects that occur during constant
long-term exposure to high temperatures (under storage or operational modes) where synergetic
effects may be involved. For such high temperature ageing effects, test in the natural environment.

b. Evaluating materiel in a high temperature environment where solar radiation produces significant
thermal gradients in the materiel. For simulating direct solar impingement, use method 505.4, Proc I.

As already indicated the main difference between defence standards and civil standards with regard high
and low temperature testing is that the former includes procedures which allow temperature cycling rather
than essentially constant temperature test. Whilst, some defence systems require verification of operation at
constant elevated temperature, determining the degradation effects of temperature cycling is also a strong
requirement. Historical experience has indicated that temperature cycling procedures identify in-service
failure modes that cannot be determined from essentially constant temperature testing. Experience also
indicates that unrepresentative cycles induces unrealistic damage and degradation.  For this reason the
deficiencies in the civil procedures preclude their recommendation with regard temperature cycling. Of the
military procedures Stanag 3470 Method 302 contains methods that technically encompass those of the
other national defence standards.

Notwthstanding the above constant high and low temperature testing procedures are required for COTS
equipment to demonstrate an operational capability. For this purpose the IEC 600068 procedure appears to
be common with the Def Stan 00-35 or GAM EG 13 tests and generally suitable for COTS testing. It is a
common observation that the existing constant temperature test procedures are not necessarily appropriate
for equipment which is self generating significant levels of thermal output.

6.5.3.2 Solar Radiation Test Procedures

For most defence equipment the simulation of the thermal effects of solar radiation is usually far more
common than simulating the actinic effects. For defence equipment subject to solar radiation the induced
temperatures can be significantly greater than the climatic temperatures. Moreover, operational military
requirements may preclude the use of protection against solar radiation. This notwithstanding civil and
military test procedures are generally quite similar.
The International civil standard IEC EN 60068 contains both a solar radiation test procedure 60068-2-5 as
well as associated guidance 60068-2-9. The latter provides extensive guidance information, but some parts
are outdated. The guidance was published in 1975 and gives information on the available radiation sources:
carbon arc, xenon, tungsten lamps and mercury vapour lamps. There has been progress in lamps
technology since 1975 (metal halide sources can be used for heating effects for instance).

The UK National Defence standard Def-Stan 00-35 Test CL3  Solar Radiation Test is technically similar
60068-2-5. Extensive guidance and bibliography given in Annex A.

The French national Defence standard GAM-EG13 method is comparable with the IEC method.

The US National defence standard Mil-Std 810 simulates the ultraviolet portion of the solar spectrum only in
a general way, but most people consider this simulation as adequately representative of levels in most
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geographic areas. This method does not simulate uniform heating that occurs in enclosed environments or
indirect heating in shaded areas, or in covered storage conditions. Due to the possible change in irradiance,
this method is not intended to be used for space applications.

International Test Operating Procedure 4-2-826 is a quadripartite agreement between the UK, US, F & DE.
This particular test relates to all military equipment and consequently has the same as the STANAG. The
process set out is basically a mix of hot wet temperature cycling and solar radiation testing. The procedures
are those of the Mil Std 810 and consequently could be deemed to put the European defence industry at a
disadvantage. As the STANAG effectively supersedes this agreement its continued existence has doubtful
value.

NATO STANAG 4370 contains extensive guidance and bibliography in Annexe A. Most this information is
similar to IEC 60068-2-9 but is often more up to date. Guidance paragraphs address the following topics to
conduct the tailoring process:

effects of solar radiation
rationale for the choice between the two procedures
specification of the test severities
warning on the health hazards.

The various solar radiation test procedures are comparable and technically similar. The main difference
between them is that NATO STANAG 4370 contains up to date guidance using the latest technology.   

6.5.3.3 Thermal Shock

The thermal shock test is a relatively specialist test replicating only a few real world conditions. Historically
the test has not been particularly easy to undertake and tailoring the procedure to specific applications has
previously had advantage. Real world conditions producing thermal shock exist which are essentially unique
to a small range of defence equipment. Generally in those cases the rate of change of temperature is greater
than experienced by civil equipment.

Civil International standard IEC EN 60068-2-14 Tests Na and Nb allows a form of thermal shock test to be
undertaken.

The Def-Stan 00-35 Part 3 Chapter 3-14 Test procedures A and B incorporates the test methods of IEC EN
60068-2-14 Change of Temperature Tests Na and Nb respectively. However, it changes the rate of change
of temperature for defence use.

The French national Defence standard GAM-EG13 method is broadly comparable with the IEC method. It
allows different rates of temperature change and multiple cycles.

The US National Defence Standard Mil-Std is not compatible with the IEC test. This method does not
address the temperature shock experienced by materiel transferred between air and liquid or two liquids, the
thermal shock caused by rapid transient warm-up by engine compressor bleed air, or aerodynamic loading.
Except for ESS, this method is inappropriate if the actual transfer time in a service environment will not
produce a significant thermal shock.

The International NATO STANAG 4370 method 304 encompasses a procedure able to be used for defence
applications specifically related to air to air thermal shocks.

Rapid change of temperature can exercise damage mechanisms that are not exercised by slower
temperature cycling tests. The military test procedures include a procedure specifically for this purpose, the
civil standard IEC EN 60068-2-14 is a slower temperature cycle and not really comparable. The STANAG
4370 procedure encompasses the relevant national Defence procedures.

6.5.3.4 Humidity

As was the case for high and low temperature testing, two forms of humidity test exist; one at essentially
constant temperature / humidity and the other in which temperature and humidity cycle. In this case not only
is the constant temperature / humidity test applicable to COTS equipment it is also replicates a few situations
in which defence equipment may be cited. Nevertheless the cyclic temperature / humidity is also very
commonly adopted for defence systems as it replicates the effects of equipment “breathing” in moisture. It
also is a commonly adopted extension of the hot temperature cyclic test. Mostly for defence systems a
realistically profiled  daily temperature / humidity cycle is adopted.

International civil procedure IEC EN 60068 has two humidity tests; the first 60068-2-30 damp heat cycling
and the second 60068-2-38 temperature humidity cycle. The 60068-2-30 damp heat cycling test uses  a
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simple two level temperature cycle during which the humidity is kept at nearly a constant high RH level. The
test allows a user defined upper temperature but not a user defined temperature profile. The 60068-2-38
temperature humidity cycle uses a slower rate of rise and fall of the temperature levels and a modest change
of humidity. This is to stimulate “breathing” failures caused by the ingress of moisture. However, the test
does not readily allow user defined profiles as severities are embedded into the procedure.

The French national defence standard GAM-EG13 Damp Heat test method is comparable with the IEC
constant amplitude methods. The test severities can to be tailored but the amount of guidance information is
lower than in other military standards. The French standard also contains a Thermal Cycles procedure as
well as a Climatic Cycles procedure. The former is a cyclic temperature test but with constant humidity. The
Climatic Cycles procedures combines hot and cold cycles but again with constant humidity and is essentially
a derivative procedure.

The UK National Standard Def Stan 00-35 contains two humidity tests. The first Is Test Cl7  Constant High
Temperature - High Humidity Test. This is technically similar to the IEC / EN constant humidity test. It is
firmly written and can be used for either simulating actual defence conditions or COTS equipment. The
second procedure is Test C6  High Temperature, Humidity And Solar Heating Diurnal Cycle Test. This is a
combined cyclic test which can be used to include the indirect effects of solar radiation. The test includes
three procedures; the first procedure uses a realistic daily cycle of humidity and temperature (including if
required the indirect effects of solar radiation, the second procedure is a course cycle intended to be
equivalent to IEC EN 60068 Test Db And Guidance: Damp Heat, Cyclic, the third procedure is intended to
simulate the effects of unventilated storage and transit.

The US national defence standard Mil Std 810 includes a humidity test. This is essentially a constant level
test but does allow a specific (aggressive) temperature cycle. This latter cycle would allow the stimulation of
“breathing” failure modes.

International Test Operating Procedure 4-2-820 is a quadripartite agreement between the UK, US, F & DE.
This particular test relates specifically to ammunition and as such could be regarded as a vertical standard.
The procedure sets out essentially the Mil Std 810 temperature / humidity cycle method but using the
STANAG 2895 temperature / humidity severity cycles. The STANAG 2895 temperature / humidity severity
cycles are now included in STANAG 4370 and are those of the UK Def Stan 00-35.  This ITOP procedure
was last issued after the STANAG 4370 procedure was published and the need for its continued existence is
questionable.

The high humidity (Method 306) test within Nato STANAG 4370 includes two procedures. Procedure II
allows constant / stable amplitude humidity conditions and Procedure I a cyclic test.  The constant humidity
test is mostly intended for replicating in-service conditions but could equally be used for COTS equipment.
The procedure is reasonably firmly written and could be used for COTS purposes. A major benefit offered by
Nato Stanag 4370 is its very comprehensive guidance information.

Superficially the observations for humidity testing are similar to those for temperature testing. For defence
equipment a cyclic test has been found to be more representative and commonly used for defence systems.
On the other hand firmly written constant amplitude tests are also required for COTS equipment. This is
reflected in the various standards reviewed here, with the defence standards encompassing a far broader
range of procedures than the civil standard. To some extent this reflects a difference in overall philosophy
between the documents. That is IEC EN 60068 is more concerned with setting a standard for OEM and
COTS equipment rather than evaluating systems against in-service use. Although the various defence
procedures are incorporated in different ways,  the STANAG encompasses the majority of the overarching
requirements and contains a useful amount of guidance.   As constant amplitude humidity testing is also an
in-service defence requirement this aspect is reasonably well written and could be used for COTs equipment
with a reasonable degree of confidence. However, it is still not as good as the IEC 600068, Def Stan 00-35
or GAM EG 13. The latter two procedures had a deliberate intent of commonality which is not apparent in the
STANAG. Neverthless the STANAG is the best procedure in many areas and acceptable in others,
consequently it is reccomended.

6.5.3.5 Low Pressure

The low pressure test exists in civil and defence standards for several reasons. The most common is to
demonstrate that equipment survives and / or operates at elevated locations (high ground) and transported
by air. For this purpose a constant pressure test is required. However, for defence applications such as air
carried missiles, change of pressure can also be significant. For equipment carried inside aircraft the effects
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of rapid or explosive decompression is also required. Generally the equipment will be required to remain safe
and serviceable after rapid decompression but only remain safe following explosive decompression.

The international Civil standard IEC EN 60068-2-13 test for low air pressure is a simplistic test allowing
demonstration that equipment will survives and / or operates at elevated locations and can transported by
air. It comprises subjecting the equipment to  constant low pressure without excessive change of pressure.
This test may be used for COTS equipment.

The UK national defence standard  Def Stan 00-35 contains three test procedures. The first Test CL21 - Low
Air Pressure And Air Transportation Test is technically equivalent to IEC EN 60068-2-13. The second test
CL20, Rapid Pressure Change Test is intended the defence related applications related to applying rapid
rates of change of pressure associated with maneuvers of guided weapons and high performance aircraft.
The third test is CL09 Rapid or Explosive Decompression Test which imposes a very rapid change of
pressure to simulate rapid or explosive decompression of aircraft compartments.

The US national defence standard Mil Std 810 encompasses four procedures for equipment; stored and/or
operated at high ground elevation sites,  transported or operated in pressurized or unpressurised areas of
aircraft,  exposed to a rapid or explosive decompression and  carried externally on aircraft.

The STANAG procedure also includes methods to encompass the defence requirements for low pressure
testing. Whilst the procedure is based upon the Mil Std it incorporates the main components of  the UK Def
Stan and were applicable the IEC EN test procedure. However, the latter does not encompass all defence
requirements. Nevertheless the STANAG test is not as firmly written as the IEC EN procedure or the basic
constant altitude Def Stan procedure. For COTS equipment either of these two tests may be preferable.

6.5.3.6 Temperature, Humidity Altitude

The various standards reviewed contain procedures allowing the simultaneous application of various aspects
of temperature, humidity and altitude (and in some cases vibration also). The objective behind subjecting
equipment to such a combined test arises when combining several environmental conditions produces
damage or degradation that would not be found by applying the environments singularly. When the effects of
several environments combine in this way is often referred to as synergism.

The reason the subjecting equipment to combined environmental conditions will very much depend upon the
type of failure expected. Compromises in the way combined conditions are applied can lead to some tests
been able to exercise some failure modes better than others. For this reason selecting a specific procedures
may be dependant upon the identified failure modes.

For the most part the various procedures  adopt those of the individual environmental conditions. As these
have largely already been addressed it is not intended to reiterate earlier comparisons. Nevertheless some
of the combined procedures, usually encompassing a pair of environments,  are intended to be firmly written
for specific applications. Conversely others are intended as a model, which a user can make specific
amendments for specific equipment.

Procedures intended primarily for equipment located in unheated and unpressurised areas of aircraft (subject
to low temperature and low pressure) include IEC EN 60068-2-40, Def Stan 00-35 CL12 and GAM EG 13
method 05.

For aircraft equipment subject to the effects of kinetic heating or imposed thermal conditions tests at altitude
may adopt the procedures in IEC EN 60068-2-41, Def Stan 00-35 CL11 and GAM EG 13 method 05.

For equipment subject to a cold soak at high altitude and then rapid decent to lower altitude (higher pressure
& temperature) which includes humidity applicable procedures are those of IEC EN 60068-2-39, Def Stan
00-35 CL13.  These condition are frequently encountered by missiles were optical sensor systems as well as
control surfaces may be degraded by the effects of these environments.

The majority of procedures specifically exclude space applications, however, the French GAM EG 13
includes two specific procedures methods 10 and 11.

The Mil Std 810 and STANAG  procedures offer generic procedures which can be adopted by the user to
allow the simulation of specific conditions. In this regard the STANAG test in particular can be used as a
model for the majority of applications set out above. As it is the most flexible procedure it is generally
recommended. However, this strategy may not be contractually acceptable for every application. In those
cases the IEC EN, Def Stan and GAM EG  procedures are all firmly written and application specific. As such
in those cases would be recommended.
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6.5.3.7 Icing

Traditionally the icing test procedure has been used to demonstrate the ability of equipment to survive and /
or function when exposure to icing conditions when subjected to water, spray, fog or mist at sub-zero
temperatures. The procedure also provides a means for evaluating the effectiveness of de-icing equipment
and techniques.

The UK national defence standard Def Stan 00-35  icing test procedure includes two methods. The first
general  method  requires a specified depth of ice to be produced on the equipment. This is achieved by
spraying water (or salt water solution). The second method in the Def Stan is included specifically to comply
with EEC Directive 78/317/EEC to determine the effectiveness of vehicle windscreen de-icing systems.

The French national defence standard includes an icing test very similar to the general procedure in the Def
Stan. Both procedures reduce the test item temperature before spraying with water or salt water solution. For
ice thickness up to 13 mm this is done at -10 °C whilst for thicknesses of between 25 to 75 mm the test item
is at -25 °C. The purpose of the lower temperature appears to be to allow large ice build in a sensible time.

The US national defence standard is again similar to the general method of the Def Stan and the procedure
of GAM EG 13. However, the procedure only uses a temperature of -10 °C regardless of ice thickness. The
procedure requires at least 4 hours for the ice to harden.

The icing procedure with the  international NATO standard STANAG 4370 effectively uses the Mil Std
procedure rather than the European methods. Although it has to be said the difference is not that significant.
However, the STANAG does incorporate a procedure intended to incorporate the EEC Directive 78/317/EEC
to determine the effectiveness of vehicle windscreen de-icing systems.

6.5.3.8 Freeze Thaw

The Freeze thaw test exists mostly in European procedures. The test is applicable to equipment which may
experience temperature cycling through 0°C combined with high humidity, producing a mixture of ice and
water and where alternate freezing and melting, may induce stress or cause interference between
components and moving parts.

The UK national defence standard Def Stan 00-35 includes a Freeze-thaw test procedure. This procedures
reduces the temperature of the equipment to -4 °C and then water is sprayed on the item until ice 3 to 6 mm
deep is produced. The equipment is then subject to temperature cycle between -4 °C and +2 °C.

The procedure within the French national defence standard GAM EG 13 is markedly different from the UK
approach. The French procedure reduces the temperature of the equipment (between -10 °C  and -40 °C )
and then raises it to 0 °C whilst subject the item to high humidity. The temperature is then reduced again to
harden the ice and then brought up to +20 °C.

The NATO STANAG 4370 contains a Freeze – thaw procedure comprising three methods. These appear to
be an enhanced variants of the methods in the two European standards.  Although the three methods are
clearly loosely based upon the GAM EG 13 procedure,  they have marked differences. These differences
appear to be intended to better simulate actual conditions causing Freeze thaw  induced damage.
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6.5.4 Conclusions

A summary of the recommendations is shown in the table below which is expanded in the following
paragraphs.

Summary of Recommendations for Temperature, Humidity and Pressure Tests

NATO
STANAG 4370

AECTP

International
EN / IEC
60068

UK
Def Stan

00-35

France
GAM-Eg-13

US
 Mil Std 810F

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP

All three constant temperature tests
recommended specifically for COTS equipment.

High
Temperature

Recommended
for cyclic

procedure for
Defence
systems

Cyclic test
Equivalent to

STANAG

All three constant temperature tests
recommended specifically for COTS equipment

Low
Temperature

Recommended
for cyclic

procedure for
Defence
systems

Cyclic  test
Equivalent to

STANAG

Solar
Radiation

Recommended

Thermal
Shock

Recommended No equivalent
test.

Humidity Recommended Equivalent to
STANAG

Similar to
STANAG

Low
Pressure

Recommended Suitable for
COTS

equipment

Essentially
equivalent to

STANAG

No equivalent
test.

Essentially
equivalent to

STANAG

No equivalent
test.

Temperature,
Humidity
Altitude

Recommended
for generic
procedure

Recommended for specific applications related to
aircraft equipment and space equipment

Essentially
equivalent to

STANAG

No equivalent
test.

Icing Recommended No equivalent
test

Very similar except UK
specification also implements

EEC directive

Essentially
equivalent to

STANAG

No equivalent
test.

Freeze Thaw Recommended No equivalent
test

These procedures differ from
each other and the STANAG

No equivalent
test

No equivalent
test

6.5.4.1 High and Low Temperature Test Procedures

The main difference between defence standards and civil standards with regard high and low temperature
testing procedures is that the former include procedures which allow temperature cycling rather than
essentially constant temperature test. Whilst, some defence systems require verification of operation at
constant temperature, determining the degradation effects of temperature cycling is also a strong
requirement. Historical experience has indicated that temperature cycling procedures identify in-service
failure modes that cannot be determined from essentially constant temperature testing. Experience also
indicates that unrepresentative cycles induces unrealistic damage and degradation.  For this reason the
deficiencies in the civil procedures preclude their recommendation. Of the military procedures Stanag 3470
Method 302 contains methods that technically encompass those of the national defence standards for that
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reason it is reccomended.  However, for COTS equipment the STANAG ios not sufficiently firmly written and
for this purpose only the IEC 600068,  Def Stan 00-35 or GAM EG 13  procedures are all suitable.

6.5.4.2 Solar Radiation Test Procedures

The various solar radiation test procedures are comparable and technically similar. The main difference
between them is that NATO STANAG 4370 contains up to date guidance using the latest technology, for that
reason it is recommended.

6.5.4.3 Thermal Shock

Rapid change of temperature can exercise damage mechanisms that are not exercised by slower
temperature cycling tests. The military test procedures include a procedure specifically for this purpose, the
civil standard IEC EN 60068-2-14 is a slower temperature cycle and not really comparable. The STANAG
4370 procedure encompasses the relevant national defence procedures and is consequently recommended.

6.5.4.4 Humidity

Superficially the observations for humidity testing are similar to those for temperature testing. For defence
equipment a cyclic test has been found to be more representative and commonly used for defence systems.
On the other hand firmly written constant amplitude tests are also required for COTS equipment. This is
reflected in the various standards reviewed here, with the defence standards encompassing a far broader
range of procedures than the civil standard. To some extent this reflects a difference in overall philosophy
between the documents. That is IEC EN 60068 is more concerned with setting a standard for OEM and
COTS equipment rather than evaluating systems against in-service use. Although the various defence
procedures are incorporated in different ways,  the STANAG encompasses the majority of the overarching
requirements and contains a useful amount of guidance.   As constant amplitude humidity testing is also an
in-service defence requirement this aspect is reasonably well written and could be used for COTs equipment
with a reasonable degree of confidence. However, it is still not as good as the IEC 600068, Def Stan 00-35
or GAM EG 13. The latter two procedures had a deliberate intent of commonality which is not apparent in the
STANAG. Neverthless the STANAG is the best procedure in many areas and acceptable in others,
consequently it is reccomended.

6.5.4.5 Low Pressure

The STANAG procedure also includes methods to encompass the defence requirements for low pressure
testing viz. for equipment; stored and/or operated at high ground elevation sites,  transported or operated in
pressurized or unpressurized areas of aircraft,  exposed to a rapid or explosive decompression and  carried
externally on aircraft.. Whilst the procedure is based upon the Mil Std it incorporates the main components of
the UK Def Stan and were applicable the IEC EN test procedure. However, the latter does not encompass all
defence requirements. Nevertheless the STANAG test is not as firmly written as the IEC EN procedure or the
basic constant altitude Def Stan procedure. For COTS equipment either of these two tests may be
preferable.

6.5.4.6 Temperature, Humidity Altitude

The Mil Std 810 and STANAG  procedures offer generic procedures which can be adopted by the user to
allow the simulation of specific conditions. In this regard the STANAG test in particular can be used as a
model for the majority of applications set out above. As it is the most flexible procedure it is generally
recommended.  However, this strategy may not be contractually acceptable for every application. In those
cases the IEC EN, Def Stan and GAM EG  procedures are all firmly written and application specific. In those
cases the following are recommended;

For equipment located in unheated and unpressurised areas of aircraft (subject to low temperature
and low pressure;  IEC EN 60068-2-40, Def Stan 00-35 CL12 and GAM EG 13 method 05.

For aircraft equipment subject to the effects of kinetic heating or imposed thermal conditions tests at
altitude;  IEC EN 60068-2-41, Def Stan 00-35 CL11 and GAM EG 13 method 05.

For equipment subject to a cold soak at high altitude and then rapid decent to lower altitude (higher
pressure & temperature); IEC EN 60068-2-39 and Def Stan 00-35 CL13.

For equipment in space applications;  GAM EG 13 methods 10 and 11.

6.5.4.7 Icing

The icing procedure within the international NATO standard STANAG 4370 effectively uses the Mil Std
procedure rather than the slightly different European methods. Although it has to be said the difference
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between the European and US procedures is not that significant. The STANAG incorporates a procedure
(from the UK Def Stan) intended to incorporate EEC Directive 78/317/EEC to determine the effectiveness of
vehicle windscreen de-icing systems. As the STANAG effectively encompasses all aspects of the need for
icing testing, it is recommended.

6.5.4.8 Freeze Thaw

The NATO STANAG 4370 contains a Freeze – thaw procedure comprising three methods. These appear to
be an enhanced variants of the methods in the two European standards.  Although the three methods are
clearly loosely based upon the GAM EG 13 procedure,  they have marked differences. These differences
appear to be intended to better simulate actual conditions causing Freeze thaw  induced damage. As a
consequence the STANAG procedure is recommended.
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6.6 Review and Comparison of Natural & Man Made Contaminate Test Methods

6.6.1 Standards Under Consideration

The standards reviewed and compared with regard natural & man made contaminate test methods are set
out in the following table.

Matrix Environmental Test Methods vs Standards

NATO
STANAG 4370

AECTP
(Method No)

International
EN / IEC

60068 Part 2
(60068-2-xx)

UK
Def Stan 00-35

Part 3
(Chapter / test)

US
 Mil Std 810F

(Test No /
Procedure)

France
GAM-Eg-13
(Method /

Procedure)

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP
(Test No)

Immersion 307 17
18

3-29 / CL29
4-05 / CN5

512 1st Part
method 15

Mould Growth 308 10 4-01 / CN1 508 1st Part
method 13

Salt Fog 309 11
52

4-02 / CN2 509 1st Part
method 04

Rain and
Watertightness

310 18 3-27 / CL27
3-28 / CL28

506 1st Part
methods 12,

20
Sand And dust 313 68 3-25 / CL25 510 1st Part

method 18
Contamination By
Fluids

314 74 4-04 / CN4 504 1st Part
method 16

Explosive
Atmosphere

316 511 1st Part
method 24

Acidic Atmosphere 319 60 4-03 / CN3 518
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 b
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 b
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 b
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 p
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 c
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t d
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 d

ep
en

di
ng

 o
n 

th
e 

ch
os

en
 s

ev
er

ity
. S

al
t c
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 d
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f p
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t c
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 m
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 c
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 c
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 d
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 o
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ra
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 p
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 c
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 c
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 c
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, c
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ra
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 d
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. d
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 c

or
ro

si
on

 m
ec

ha
ni

sm
 w

hi
ch

 c
an

 b
e 

qu
ite

di
ffe

re
nt

 fr
om

 th
os

e 
un

de
r 

co
ns

ta
nt

 h
um

id
 c

on
di

tio
ns

.
Th

e 
te

st
 is

 a
cc

el
er

at
ed

 c
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t p
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 p
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 f
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 d
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n 

th
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 m
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 p
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 c
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 d
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t p
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 m
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 o
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 d
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at
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 b
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r d
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r d
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6.6.3 Technical  Comparison

6.6.3.1 Immersion

The immersion test procedures are intended to demonstrate the ability of equipment to operate whilst
submerged or to survive accidental immersion in water. The test procedures are not intended to replicate the
effects, such as corrosion, of long term immersion. The test procedures are relatively simplistic submerging a
pre-heated specimen a specified depth below water for a specified period. Mostly the differences between
the test procedures relate to severities.

The UK national defence standard (Def Stan)  procedure and international civil test procedure in EN / IEC
60068 are technically similar. The specimen is pre-heated to between 5 and 15 °C  above the water
temperature. A range of partial or fully submerged depths are allowed although 1 m is suggested as the
usual case. A duration of the immersion is also suggested.

The French national defence standard GAM EG 13 very similar to the UK and EN / IEC procedures
exception the specimen is pre-heated to either 10 or 27 °C (± 2 °C) above the water temperature. The
immersion time is generally longer than the previous procedures although a common 1 m / 2 hour test
severity appears. The GAM EG 13 appears to have commonality with the US Mil Std procedure.

The US national military standard Mil Std 810 procedure includes an immersion and a fording test which
appears to be a particular case were the item is driven into the water rather than lowered into it. The Mil Std
uses the same pre-conditioning temperatures as the French national standard. Although the severity is
stated in guidance rather than a mandatory section. The depth / duration of immersion is specified as 1 m for
30 minutes.

The NATO defence procedure STANAG 4370 immersion test appears to be a hardly modified copy of the Mil
Std procedure. It has the same problem with regard including pre-heating temperatures in guidance and only
one recommended severity.

Essentially the test procedures fall into two groups those compatible with EN / IEC 60068 and those
compatible with the Mil Std. However, as the French standard falls into the latter the differences are not
polarised between the  US and Europe. For COTS / MOTS equipment compatibility  with EN / IEC 60068 is
important for that reason the Def Stan / IEC  EN 60068  procedures are jointly recommended for immersion
whilst the STANAG is recommended for fording aspects.

6.6.3.2 Mould Growth

The fungal growth tests are intended to determine whether materials are susceptible to fungal growth. Given
the right climatic conditions (warm and wet), spores and nutrients that are commonly present will give rise to
fungal growth. The purpose of this test is to determine whether material will be damaged or degraded by this
growth. The test accelerates growth of selected species to determine whether damage arises. The species
are selected as those that will damage particular ranges of material. Normally the test is done on samples of
material rather than on defence systems. Over the years the historical tests has generated databases of
materials which are susceptible or resistant to fungus induced damage. In the first instance a designer would
select material from these databases. this regard  the test is really a means of obtaining design information.

The test procedure has potential health risks particularly with certain species. As the test needs to be done
under controlled conditions the number of facilities that commonly undertake the test is today very limited.

Until very recently the international civil standard  IEC EN 60068-2- 10 Test J, the UK national Defence
standard Def Stan 00-35 and the French national defence standard GAM EG 13 all aligned and utilised a
common group of mould species. As this has been the case for many years a reasonable base of data has
accumulated in Europe.

The US national Defence standard Mil Std 810 uses an entirely  different group of species from the IEC, UK
and French standards. Again these have been used in the US for some time and reasonable base of data
has accumulated in the US. However, it has been observed that access to the listed species outside the US
can be difficult.

The very recent update to IEC EN 60068-2- 10 Test J (published whilst the Expert Group was working) has
changed the species to a group which are claimed to be as equally effective as the previous species in both
the 60068 procedure and those of the Mil std. However, these species are intended to be more readily
available and constitute a lower health risk. Obviously no base of data has yet accumulated.
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The International STANAG 4370 test procedure lists both European and US species. However, it has been
indicated that next edition may include the new IEC species.

If the purpose of this requirement was entirely related to the test then the new IEC EN procedure should be
recommended. This is because the procedure has demonstrated technical innovation in the change of
species. However, if the purpose really to generate a database for use by designers then the STANAG has
the greatest value. As existing databases will undoubtedly continue to be used then the overall
recommendation must currently be the IEC EN procedure.

6.6.3.3 Salt Fog

Within the generic group salt fog lies environmental test procedures intended for several objectives. For
military purposes the most common usage is to evaluate the resistance of the material to a salt laden
atmosphere. The procedure used for that purpose is not necessarily suitable to establish corrosion
resistance of an equipment which generally requires some form of cyclic test in a salt laden wet / warm
atmosphere. The majority of test procedures used for the first of these objectives quite specifically include
the phrase “to evaluate” the resistance of the material to a salt laden atmosphere. This is largely because the
salt concentrations are quite high and the test represents an accelerated exposure to actual conditions.
However, the relationship to actual conditions is far from clear.

The international civil standard EN / IEC 60068 includes two procedures for salt atmosphere. The first
procedure (Ka) is intended to be used to evaluate the resistance of the material to a salt laden atmosphere.
The second procedure (Kb) is a cyclic test used to stimulate corrosion. The two test procedures have a clear
common base and both procedures are clearly and firmly written allowing them to be set contractually.
However, neither test procedure includes any significant guidance on the test procedure and none on
severities.

The UK national Defence standard Def Stan 00-35 contains a single salt atmosphere test which contains two
sub-procedures.  The procedure explicitly states that the two sub-procedures are technically similar to the
Ka & Kb procedures of EN / IEC 60068. Unlike the EN / IEC 60068 procedure, the Def Stan procedure
supplies guidance on both test procedure and test severity. The 6 or 7 severity options included in the EN /
IEC 60068 procedures are reduced to two specific options for each of the two sub-procedures.  Essentially
testing is undertaken for either 24 hours (limited expose) or 28 days (prolonged expose). Although the Def
Stan procedure is both clearly and firmly written it is annoyingly incomplete. In order to determine the salt
composition and concentration the user has to refer to  the EN / IEC 60068 procedure.

The French national defence test procedure GAM EG 13 also includes a single procedure which fulfils both
the objects addressed previously. The GAM EG 13 procedure differs from that of EN / IEC 60068 although
whether the effects of the differences are significant is debatable. Like the Def Stan test the GAM EG 13
procedures sets two specific severities and supplies advice on their applicability. Unlike the earlier test
procedures addresses the GAM EG 13 gives advice on what to inspect following the application of the test.

The US national Defence Standard Mil Std 810 contains a single test procedure. The test is broadly similar to
the EN / IEC 60068 procedure but not precisely so or to the same extent as the UK Def Stan test. The
procedure does contain significant amount of information on how to undertake the test. Indeed in this respect
is undoubtedly the  best information available . However, this guidance is at the cost of firmness of the text.
The latest version of the Mil Std procedure aligns much better to the international test than did earlier
versions.

The international NATO defence procedure STANAG 4370 is better written than the Mil Std but is not as
firmly written as the Def Stan or EN / IEC 60068 procedures. The severities are unclear and this also
suggests a degree of unresolved compromise. The procedure does not indicate it is technically similar to EN
/ IEC 60068 but is probably very close to achieving that.

In this case all the different test procedures seem to have some aspects which is better than the others. The
EN / IEC 60068 procedures are the most firmly written, the Def Stan procedure is explicitly  technically
similar to the EN / IEC 60068 procedures but has best defined severities. The GAM EG 13 procedures has a
good advice on inspection whilst the Mil Std has the best advice on how to undertake the test. Whilst, the
STANAG seems a credible compromise it also seems to have missed the best parts of the national
standards. As a credible compromise it is recommended but with the caveat on poorly defined severities and
lack of explicit commonality with EN / IEC 60068 for COTS and MOTS equipment.
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6.6.3.4 Rain And Watertightness

The rain and watertightness tests are attempting to replicate a highly variable environmental phenomenon.
The rain test procedures generally are based upon historical methods which are in turn based around
specific equipments. All the procedures reviewed go into some details of the arrangement of the test
equipments and nozzles to be used. They also embed aspects of the test severity within the procedure. As
the various procedures define the equipment to be used quite differently, direct comparison of the
procedures is not really practical or useful. Excepting to note that almost all the national standards use
different equipment and none (except the STANAG) seem to attempt to correlate their procedure with any
other.

Notwithstanding the above no real evidence seems to exist that one approach is better than another.
Generally the procedures are intended to ensure a degree of reproducibility rather than an accurate
replication of environment that is quite difficult to fully replicate.

Generally, the UK national Defence Standard spray’s the equipment with droplets whilst the US and French
national standards allow drops to fall on the equipment. None of the tests indicate compatibility with IEC / EN
60529 (Degree of Protection Provided by Enclosures) which would seem essential for COTS / MOTS
equipment.

The NATO STANAG procedure comprises a composite of the national standards and attempts to put some
logic and methodology around the use of each. In short the STANAG has already attempted a comparison
and appears to have come to the conclusion that all the approaches need to be included. The STANAG does
not make a conclusive recommendation between procedures but rather includes an extensive annex on
guidance for tailoring rain. This includes information on the natural environment.

6.6.3.5 Sand And Dust

It is difficult with the sand and dust tests, like many in the group, to cleanly separate test procedure and test
severity. The test procedure has aspects of test severity  embedded within it. The sand and dust tests
generally comprise three different test procedure viz. blowing dust, blowing sand and settling dust. The
severities are broadly defined by composition in terms of material and size distribution of the dust and sand
as well as the concentrations of sand and dust utilised. Other aspects such as duration, air velocity and
temperature also are defined as severities.

In addition to the commercial standard IEC / EN 60068 addressed throughout this comparison, a more
commonly used commercial standard is IEC / EN 60529 (Degree of Protection Provided by Enclosures). This
latter specification is very commonly used by suppliers of both COTS and MOTS equipment.

The international commercial standard IEC / EN 60068-2-68 provides the three previously indicated
procedures viz. blowing dust, blowing sand and settling dust.  The blowing dust test is indicated as
equivalent to that of IEC / EN 60529.

The UK Defence Standard CL25 also offers the same three procedures and explicitly states that the blowing
dust test is equivalent to IP5X of IEC / EN 60529. The procedure explicitly sets out the severities that need to
be defined to achieve a repeatable test as well as defining the material composition, with several options
available, size content and concentrations to be used. The procedure is clearly defined and its use should
ensure a test as repeatable as those of IEC / EN 60529 and IEC / EN 60068-2-68. The procedure offers
good guidance which is clearly distinguishable from the mandatory aspects. The procedure indicates specific
differences in severity between the UK procedure and the STANAG 4370 procedure. The severities and the
associated guidance are related to military applications and service use.

The French Defence standard GAM EG 13 Method 18 is a dust test which appears to be intended to be
technically similar to the IEC / EN 60529 procedure but this is not explicitly indicated. The procedure contains
less guidance than the previous procedure  and is less explicit in definition of the severities. The method has
the look and feel of the same test as the UK Def Stan and the STANAG but slightly older in layout and
format.

The US Defence standard Mil Std 810 Method 510 has the same three procedures as many of the other
procedures viz. blowing dust, blowing sand and settling dust. The general procedures and severities appear
to be technically similar to those of the other tests. However, that is neither explicitly stated nor is the
information presented in a way that gives any positive indication the procedure was intended to align with
international procedures. The guidance and mandatory aspects are not particularly well separated and the
firmness of  the procedure is seen as a potential issue.
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The international NATO defence standard STANAG 4370 Method 313 is much better laid out than the Mil
Std although essentially identical paragraphs can be easily identified. The three procedures appear to
encompass aspects of the UK standard and are technical to the other tests compared. The procedure is
weaker than some others  with regard firmness of the standard but not to the extent that it could not be called
within a contract. Although a user would need to ensure all aspects of the severity are explicitly defined (the
UK Def Stan s more specific in this regard). The procedure refers to IEC / EN 60529 but does not state how
it relates to that procedure.

The Sand and Dust tests are used extensively or military items particularly land vehicles land and equipment.
The dust test is also very commonly used for commercial equipment and the stated capability against IEC /
EN 60529  is commonly quoted for many COTS and MOTS equipments. Generally military severities are
quite onerous frequently requiring at least two of the three procedures. All the comparable procedures
appear to be technically similar. However, the way severity conditions are embedded differently within the
various procedures does makes establishing similarity particularly difficult. The sand and dust procedures
are a good example of when statements on technical similarity are particularly useful to a user.

Generally the UK Def Stan appears to have the clearest and best laid out and procedure. Nevertheless the
STANAG has sufficient commonality to the others for it to form a reasonable international consensus.
However, two particular caveats needs attaching to any recommendation, the firmness of standard is not
particularly good and its absence of explicit correlation to IEC / EN 60529  for COTS and MOTS equipment
may have equipment procurement cost penalties.

6.6.3.6 Contamination By Fluids

The contamination by fluids test procedures are intended to determine if materiel is unacceptably affected by
temporary exposure to contaminating fluids (liquids) such as may be encountered during its life cycle, either
occasionally, intermittently, or over extended periods. Generally the procedures used samples of material
rather than systems. As such material databases are generated which allows historic information to be used
in the design process. Generally the test procedures place the material in the in potential contamination fluid
and undertake an inspection for degradation.

Mostly the test specifications supply only a general guidance on the fluids to be considered. This is
reasonable as different equipments may experience expose to different fluids and different fluids could arise
at any time. The US national defence standard does include the most comprehensive list but is obviously US
service life related.

The various test procedures are almost entirely identical. This is useful as databases of material reactions
from all the standards are interchangeable. The only exception is the French national defence standard
which is  different from the others. Mostly it appears to be more severe as it subjects the material to longer
periods of exposure. As the STANAG is compatible with the majority of standards it is recommended.

6.6.3.7 Explosive Atmosphere

The explosive atmosphere test is performed to demonstrate the ability of materiel to operate in fuel-air
explosive atmospheres without causing ignition or to demonstrate that an explosive or burning reaction
occurring within encased equipment will be contained, and will not propagate outside the test item. Only
three procedures exist in the standards reviewed and the US national standard Mil Std 810 and the STANAG
4370 procedures are almost identical. The only other procedure is in the French national defence standard
GAM EG 13. That procedure is defined slightly differently but appears to be technically similar to the other
two.

6.6.3.8 Acidic Atmosphere

The acidic atmosphere test procedures are intended to determine the resistance of materials and protective
coatings to acidic atmospheres. Like the contamination by fluids test this procedure is intended to evaluate
material rather than attempting to simulate actual conditions. The test severities included in the defence
standards represent a highly accelerated evaluation. The defence standards all include a choice of two
severities replicating occasional expose to acidic atmosphere and the other to prolonged expose. The test
procedures available are all very similar excepting that the temperature for the UK Defence standard test is
40 °C compared to 35 °C for the others. This would suggest the UK standard is somewhat more severe.
Other than this the only real differences are firmness of text and guidance. The UK Def Stan is firmly written
with little guidance except an explicit severity, the US Mil Std contains significant guidance but the firmness
of the standard is poor. The STANAG is compromise between the two and includes an explicit severities.
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6.6.4 Conclusions

A summary of the recommendations is shown in the table below which is expanded in the following
paragraphs.

Summary of Recommendations for Natural & Man Made Contaminate Tests

NATO
STANAG 4370

AECTP

International
EN / IEC 60068

UK
Def Stan

00-35

France
GAM-Eg-13

US
 Mil Std 810F

Quadripartite
US/UK/F/DE

ITOP
Immersion Recommended

for Fording
aspects

Jointly Recommended for
Immersion aspects

Technically
similar to

STANAG for
Immersion

Technically
similar to
STANAG

Mould growth Compatible
with three
national
defence

standards

Recommended
as Latest

Procedure

Salt fog Recommended
but needs to be

made
compatible with

commercial
standards

Technically similar Technically
similar to
STANAG

Rain and
water-
tightness

Recommended
as procedure
encompasses

various
national
methods

Sand and
dust

Recommended
but needs to be

made
compatible with

IEC / EN
60529

Contaminat-
ion by fluids

Recommended Technically Similar to STANAG Technically
Similar to
STANAG

Explosive
atmosphere

Recommended Technically
Similar to
STANAG

Technically
Similar to
STANAG

Acidic
atmosphere

Recommended Technically
Similar to
STANAG

Technically
Similar to
STANAG

6.6.3.1 Immersion

Essentially the test procedures fall into two groups those compatible with EN / IEC 60068 and those
compatible with the Mil Std. However, as the French standard falls into the latter the differences are not
polarised between the  US and Europe. For COTS / MOTS equipment compatibility  with EN / IEC 60068 is
important for that reason the Def Stan / IEC  EN 60068  procedures are jointly recommended for immersion
whilst the STANAG is recommended for fording aspects.



CEN WORKSHOP 10
STANDARDIZATION FOR DEFENCE PROCUREMENT
Expert Group 8 Environmental Engineering

196

6.6.4.2 Mould Growth

If the purpose of this requirement was entirely related to the test then the new IEC EN procedure should be
recommended. This is because the procedure has demonstrated technical innovation in the change of
species. However, if the purpose really to generate a database for use by designers then the STANAG has
the greatest value. As existing databases will undoubtedly continue to be used then the overall
recommendation must currently be the IEC EN procedure.
6.6.4.3 Salt Fog

The international NATO defence procedure STANAG 4370 is better written than the Mil Std but is not as
firmly written as the Def Stan or EN / IEC 60068 procedures. The severities are unclear and this also
suggests a degree of unresolved compromise. The procedure does not indicate it is technically similar to EN
/ IEC 60068 but is probably very close to achieving that.

In this case all the different test procedures seem to have some aspects which is better than the others. The
EN / IEC 60068 procedures are the most firmly written, the Def Stan procedure is explicitly  technically
similar to the EN / IEC 60068 procedures but has best defined severities. The GAM EG 13 procedures has a
good advice on inspection whilst the Mil Std has the best advice on how to undertake the test. Whilst, the
STANAG seems a credible compromise it also seems to have missed the best parts of the national
standards. As a credible compromise it is recommended but with the caveat on poorly defined severities and
lack of explicit commonality with EN / IEC 60068 for COTS and MOTS equipment.

6.6.4.4 Rain And Watertightness

The STANAG 4370 procedure is recommended as it has attempted to reconcile the diverse methods of test
procedure included in the various standards. These national standards are almost impossible to compare as
they define important aspects of the test by setting out physical details and arrangements of the equipment
to used to create the rain.  The STANAG solution is essentially to encompass the various national standards
and give guidance on how to select the most appropriate. Despite this it seems likely that users will continue
to use the method they have historically used and this is possible within the STANAG.

6.6.4.5 Sand And Dust

The Sand and Dust tests are used extensively or military items particularly land vehicles land and equipment.
The dust test is also very commonly used for commercial equipment and the stated capability against IEC /
EN 60529  is commonly quoted for many COTS and MOTS equipments. Generally military severities are
quite onerous frequently requiring at least two of the three procedures. All the comparable procedures
appear to be technically similar. However, the way severity conditions are embedded differently within the
various procedure does makes establishing similarity particularly easy. The sand and dust procedures are a
good example of when statements on technical similarity are particularly useful to a user.

Generally the UK Def Stan appears to have the clearest and best laid out and procedure. Nevertheless the
STANAG has sufficient commonality to the others for it to form a reasonable international consensus.
However, two particular caveats needs attaching to any recommendation, the firmness of standard is not
particularly good and its absence of explicit correlation to IEC / EN 60529  for COTS and MOTS equipment
may have equipment procurement cost penalties.

6.6.4.6 Contamination By Fluids

The various test procedures are almost entirely identical. This is useful as databases of material reactions
from all the standards are interchangeable. The only exception is the French national defence standard
which is  different from the others. Mostly it appears to be more severe as it subjects the material to longer
periods of exposure. As the STANAG is compatible with the majority of standards it is recommended.

6.6.4.7 Explosive Atmosphere

The STANAG test is recommended as essentially identical to the procedure in the US national defence
standard and technically similar to the procedure in the French national standard GAM EG 13.

6.6.4.8 Acidic Atmosphere

The test procedures available are all very similar excepting that the temperature for the UK Defence
standard test which would suggest it is somewhat more severe.  Other than this the only real differences are
firmness of text and guidance. The UK Def Stan is firmly written with little guidance except an explicit
severity, the US Mil Std contains significant guidance but the firmness of the standard is poor. The STANAG
is compromise between the two and gives an explicit severities. As such it is recommended.   
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ANNEX A

Matrix Environmental Test Methods vs Standards
 (Equivalence sheet)
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ANNEX C

GENERIC
Environment related (Horizontal) Standards

(Standards and Standard-Like Documents For Development
and Procurement of Defence Materiel)
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ANNEX D

GENERAL

Specific or Product related (Vertical) Standards

(Standards and Standard-Like Documents For Development
and Procurement of Defence Materiel)
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GROUND FORCES
Specific or Product related (Vertical) Standards
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ANNEX F

AIR FORCE
Specific or Product related (Vertical) Standards

(Standards and Standard-Like Documents For Development
and Procurement of Defence Materiel)
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ANNEX G

NAVY

Specific or Product related (Vertical) Standards

( Standards and Standard-Like Documents For Development
and Procurement of Defence Materiel )
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ANEX H   STANDARD ORGANIZATIONS

AECPT Allied Environmental Conditions and Test Publications /  STANAG NATO / Mil

AECMA European Association of Aerospace Industries European

AEP Allied Engineering Publication NATO / Mil

AFNOR Association Francaise de Normalisation
French National Standardization Organization

FR

ANEP Allied Naval Engineering Publication NATO / Mil

ANSI American National Standards Institute USA

ASTM American Society for Testing and Materials USA

BSI British Standards Institution GB

BW Bundesamt für Wehrtechnik  /  the Federal Office of Military Technology GE

BWB/FODTP Bundesamt für Wehrtechnik & Beschaffung  /  Federal Office of Defense
Technology & Procurement

GE

BWB-TL Bundesamt für Wehrtechnik und Beschaffung - Vorläufige Technische
Lieferbedingungen /  the German Procurement Agency

GE

CEN European Committee for Standardization European

CENELEC European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization European

DEF STAN Ministry of Defence,  UK Defence Standard UK  / Mil

DIN Deutsches Institut fûr Normung E.V.
German Standards Institution

GE

DO RTCA standards USA / Int

DOD U.S. Department of Defence USA  / Mil

EN European Standards European

ESA European Space Agency European

FSD Swedish Defence Standards Swe / Mil

GAM EG Guerre Air Mer - Essais Généraux  /  War Air Sea - General Tests -
French National Defence Standard

FR  / Mil

IEC International Electrotechnical Comission International

ISO International Organization for Standardization International

ITOP International Test Operations Procedures Quadripartite (US/UK/FR/GE)
Agreement

US/UK/FR/GE

MIL-STD US Defence Standard USA  /  Mil

NEMA US National Electrical Manufacturers Asssociation USA

NF Norme Francaise  /  French Standards FR

QSTAG Quadripartite Standardization Agreements NATO / Mil

RTCA Radio Technical Commission for Aeronautics USA / Int

STANAG Standardization Agreement   North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) NATO / Mil

VG Verteidigungsnorm – German Defence Standard GE
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